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T  my  be  needlefs  to  acquamt 
the  Reader  with  my  Mo¬ 
tives  for  the  Publication  of 
the  following  Sheets  at  this 
Time ;  The  Alarm  me 
have  of  late  been  juflly  under  from  a 
moft  terrible  Defiroyer  in  a  neighbouring 
Kjngdom^  very  n  Mur  ally  calls  for  all  pff- 
hie  Precautions  againjl  its  Invafion  and 
Progrefs  here ;  infornuch  that  the  meanejl 
Helps  to  this  End  ought  to  be  contributed^ 
its  they  may  prove  ferv  ice  able  in  fome 

Exi- 


iv.  The  PREFACE. 

Koiigencies  or  others  and  I  cannot  hut  be 
fomewhat  pleafed^  that  my  Intentions  to 
this  Purpofe^  from  the  following  Tranfa^ 
tion^  have  fo  far  proved  acceptable^  that 
T wo  Jmpreffions  of  it  have  been  taken  ojf 
in  a  very  fhort  Time. 

THE  following  Treatife  of  Dr. 
Hodges  contains  the  beJi  Account  of  the 
late  Vtfttation  by  a  Plague  here  in  En¬ 
gland,  of  any  hitherto  extant  ;  although 
fome  Readers  may  ohfe'rve^  that  his  Style 
and  Perfpicuity  have  been  very  much 
hurt  by  the  Enthufajlick  Strain  of  thoje 
Times  wherein  he  wrote ;  fuch  an  Infuence 
had  the  Spirit  of  Delufon^  even  over 
Matters  of  Science :  However^  the  mo  si 
affected  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriancies  of 
that  kind  are  fo  much  avoided^  that  I 
fatter  my  felf  with  having  made  the 
Tranflation  7nuch  more  pleafant  and  intellu 
gjble  than  the  Original^  even  to  a  Learned 
Reader. 
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THE  Revival  of  this  Treatife,  and. 
the  common  Inclination  to  he  informed  con¬ 
cerning  this  Sahjehf,  on  the  frefent  Occa- 
fon,  have,  I  perceive,  drawn  out  many 
Things  into  Light,  which  have  had  a  long 
Repo/e  in  Duji  and  Oblivion-,  but  the 
Authors  of  fuch  Difcoveries  feem  to  have 
had  more  Regard  to  the  Gratification  of 
particular  Refentments,  than  to  any  laudable 
Purpofes  to  ferve  the  Publick-,  and  have 
taken  more  Pains  in  their-Prefaces  tothrufl 
themfelves  into  Confideration,  by  a  very  ill 
Treatment  of  their  Betters,  than  by  any 
real  Afiftances'  againft  the  common  Dan¬ 
ger.  But  an  ordinary  Reader  may  eafily 
difiinguifh  the  froward  Petulances  of  an 
invidious  Temper,  and  the  Itch  of  Contra- 
diBion ;  from  true  Merit,  and  the  'generous 
Communication  of  ufeful  Kjiowledge, 
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SECTION  h 

.  Of  the  Rife  and  Progref  of  the  late 

P  L  A  G  U  H. 

f 

H  E  Plague  which  we  are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of,  dif- 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  its 
future  Cruelties,  about  thU 
Cloie  of  the  Year  h 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
fuddenly  in  one  Family  at  at- 
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tended  with  fucli  Symptoms,  as  mani- 
feftly  declared  their  Origin:  Hereupon 
Ibme  timerous  Neighbours,  under  Appre- 
henhons  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London^  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  them  the  peftilential  Taint  j 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  fud- 
denly  got  Strength,  and  Ipread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Poifons*,  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confiiing  the  Perfons  firfl:  leized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  in  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  infe<[l:ed.  Not  unlike  what,  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  fmall 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Caule,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  llich  a  Flame, 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profufion  of  their  Thames^  could  ex- 
tinguilli  and  which  laid  Waft  the  greatefl 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time : 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  great  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention,  of  them 
together  may  not  be  improper  *  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefift- 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houfes 
were  reduc’d  to  Allies.. 


BUT 
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BUT  as  foOn  as  it  was  rumoured  a-» 
mongfl:  the  common  People,  who  ard 
always  enough  aftonifhed  at  any  Thing 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City^ 
it  is  impoilible  to  relate  what  Accounts 
were  fpread  of  its  Fatality,  and  well  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  lb  ominous  “ 
every  one  predided  its  future  Devafl:ationS| 
and  terrified  each  other  with  Re- 

t 

membrances  of  a  former  Peffilence ;  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  amongfi:  the 
common  People,  that  the  Plague  vifited 
England  once  in  Twenty  Years;  as  if  after 
a  certain  Interval,  by  foitie  inevitable  Ne- 
cefiity,  it  muft  return  again.  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  foever  juftify’d  by 
pafi:  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
with  Perfons  of  more  Judgment,  yet  this 
may  be  affirmed^  that  it  greatly  contri¬ 
buted,  amongE  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the"^ 
Erong  ImprefEons  it  made  upon  their 
Minds. 

4| 

And  thele  frightful  Apprelieniidns 
hot  a  little  increafed  by  the  Prediflions 
of  AErologers,  from  the  Conjunftions  of 
Stars,  and  tire  Appearances  of  Comets 
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for  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fuch  Things  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  fliewed,  what.  Influ¬ 
ence  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort,  whole 
Spirits  being  manifefliy  funk  by  fuch  Fears, 
rendered  their  Conftitutions  lefs  able  to 
refift  the  Contagion.  Whofoever  duly  con- 
flders  it,  can  never  imagine  that  this  Pefti- 
lence  had  its  Origin  from  any  Conjunaion 
of  Saturn  and  Jufker  in  Sagitarim  on  the 
Tenth  of  OBoher,  or  from  a  Conjunaion  of 
Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  Sign  on  the 
Twelfth  of  JSTovember,  which  was  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion for  all  the  Good  that  happens 
during  the  like  Conjunaions  is  afliguable  to 
the  fame  Caufes. 

the  like  ]udgment  is  to  be  made  of 
CometSj  bow  terrible  fbever  tbey  may  be 
in  their  Afpecls,  and  whether  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Rea,ions  fiom  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars^  and  return¬ 
ing  ""at  certain  Periods  ^  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  FroduTion  of  fiilphu- 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofphere  ^  For  theie  is  nothing  Erange 
in  the  Accenfion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Flame,  upon  their  rapid  Occurfions 

and  Collifions  againE  each  other,  howfoever 

terrible 
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terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 
circumhanced.  The  People  therefore  were 
frightned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
Predidions  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  themfelves :  Nothing  could  how¬ 
ever  conquer  thefe  fad  Impreffions,  ’  To 
powerful  were  they  amongft  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with' 
their  Fears,  and  precipitated  their  own 
DeTruTion. 

BUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  a  very 
hard  FroR  begun  in  Decemhery  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon ;  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extinguifhed,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chriflma^  Holy -D^ySy  I  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  in  a  'Fever,  who  after 
two  Days  Courfe  of  Alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rifings  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke  out,  one  on  each  Thigh  • 
upon  Examination  of  which,  I  foon  dif- 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their 
black  Hue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Placue ;  in  ’- 
which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed  ‘ 
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fcy  fublequent  Symptoms,  although  by  God’s 
Pleiling  the  Patient  recovered. 

THIS  Gale  I  infert,  to  iliew  that 
this,  Seafon  did  not  wholly  deftroy  the 
Diflemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it;  but  upon  the  Fr oft  breaking,  tlie  Con¬ 
tagion  gained  Ground,  and  gradually  got  out 
pf  its  Confinements ;  like  a  Flame  that 
for  tbipe  Time  leems  finother’d,  and  fud- 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

A  S  loon  as  the  Magihracy,  to  whom 
the  publick  Care  belonged,  faw  how  the 
Contagion  daily  increafed,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  feveral  Pariftes,  an 
Order  was  immediately  iffiied  out  to  ihut 
up  all  the  infe£l:ed  Houfes,  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  from  them,  and  to  keep  the 
infe^led  fropi  carrying  it  about  with 
them. 

t.  /  . 

BUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubtful,  and 
much  difputed ;  but  however  it  is  my  Bu- 
finefs  here  to  adhere  to  Fa£b,  and  relate 
the  Arguments  on  bqth  Sides  with  all  poifible 
Impartiality* 

IN 
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IN  Order  vv hereunto,  it  is  to  beobferv’d, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houfes  of  infeaed  Perfons  with  a  Red 
Crofs,  having  with  it  this  Subfcription, 

lord  have  mercy  upon  US: 

And  that  a  Guard  fhould  attend  there  con¬ 
tinually,  both  to  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne- 
ceifaries  of  Food  and  Medicine,  and  to 
retrain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery.  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  elfeaually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increafed^  and  the  ConRernation  of  thofe 
who  were  thus  feparated  from  all  Society, 
uniefs  with  the  infe£led,  was  inexpreffible  ^ 
and  the  difmal  Apprehenfions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  eafier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy.  And  this  Seclufion 
was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  becaufeif  a  frefli  Perfon  was  feized 
in  the  fame  Houfe  but  a  Day  before  ano¬ 
ther  had  fini filed  the  Quarentine,  it  was^  to 
be  performed  over  a'gain  ^  which  occafioffid 
fuch  tedious  Confinements  of  lick  and  well 
together,  as  fometimes  caiifed  the  Lois 
of  the  whole, 
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BUT  what  greatly  coatribued  to  the 
Lofs  of  People  thus  diut  up,  was  the 
wicked  Practices  of  Kiirfes  (for  they  are 
not  to  be  meationM  but  in  the  mod:  bitter 
Terms):  Thefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 
nefs  to  plunder  the  Dead,  would  ftr angle 
their  Patients,  and  charge  it  to  the  Di- 
ftemper  in  their  Throats  :  others  would 
fecretly  convey  the  pefiilential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  infeTed  to  thole  who  were  well  ? 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban¬ 
doned  Mifcreants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Purpoles  by  all  the  Method^ 
their’  Wlckednefs  could  invent  ^  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  without  WitnelTes  to 
accufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 
divine  Vengeance  will  overtake  fuch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifhment :  Nay, 
fome  were  remarkably  ftruck  from  Tleaven, 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  amongft  many,  as  ilie  was 
leaving  the  Houfe  of  a  Family,  a  if  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets  :  And  the 
Gale  of  a  worthy  Citizen  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  who  being  fuppoied  dying  by 
his  Nurle,  was  before-hand  Rripped  by 
iier  but  Recoyering  again,  he  came  a  fecoiid 

i  -  •  ■ 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo  many 
were  the  Artifices  of  thefe  barbarous 
W retchesj  that  it  is  to  be  hoped^  Poilerity 
will  take  Warning  how. ^  they  truff  them 
again  in  like  Cafes ;  and  that  their  paid  Im¬ 
punities  will  not  be  a  JVIeaiis  of  bringing  on 
ps  again  the  like  Judgtnent. 

MOREOVER5  this  ihutting  up  infected 
HoufeSj  made  the  Neighbours  hy  from 
theirs^  who  otherwile  might  have  been  a 
Help  to  them  on  many  Accounts ,  and  I  ^ 
verfly  believe  that  many  who  were  loE 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Doors  drove  pro¬ 
per  Aififfances  from  them. 

AND  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Exam¬ 
ples  of  other  pefiilential  Conta2;ions,  which 
^  have  been  obferved  not  to  ceafe,  until  the 
Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open,  and  they 
had  the  Privilege  of  going  Abroad*  of  the 
fame  Authority  is  the  Cuhom  of  other 
Nations,  who  have  due  Regard  to  that  Liber¬ 
ty  which  is  necelTary  for  the  Comforts  both 

of  Body  and  Mind. 

0’  , 

I  T  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 
of  all  that  is  of  any  Weight  on  the  other 
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Side^  as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify’d  Limb  to  fave 
«the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  is  the 
ConduO:  of  a  Community  juftifyable,  who, 
out  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
Hardfhips  upon  particular  Perfons  *,  in  a 
peililential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur- 
ing  thofe  that  are  well  from  the  Infedion  ? 
And  the  more  efpecially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  ^  for  in  this  Cafe  the  infected 
Breath  poifons  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavour  to 
diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  which  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  From  this  delirious  Pleafure 
arife  thofe  Tricks  of  tranfplanting  the 
Corruption  of  a  peflilential  Tumour  to 
another;  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  by  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  his  Life  with  hers. 

AGAIN,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cafe,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  fhut  up  the  Houfes  of  all  thofe 
who  are  infe3:ed,  according  to  Cuftom ;  for 
by  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  firfl:  be 
Rifled,  which  otherwife  would  go  beyond 

any 
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{iny  K.Giii0dy  •  and  witli  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  be  fired,  if  too  much 
Time  is  not  wahed  in  Deliberation,  before, 
thefe  Things  are  put  into  Praaice. 

B  U  T  if  hereafter  a  Plague  ihould  break 
out  again,  (which  God  forbid)  with  Sub- 
mifiion  to  Superiors,  I  fliould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accomimodati- 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuchas  are  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infeaed  Families;  and  who 
Ihould  continue  there  for  a  certain  Time  • 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  while  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  on  Purpofe 
for  them  :  For  by  this  Means,  that  Praaice 
fb  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  a  A^^.hornetan^  of  ihut- 

ting  up  the  lick  and  well  together,  would 
be  avoided. 

B  U T  to  return  :  The  Infeaion  had  long 
doubtfully  reign’d,  and  continued  through 
Maj/  and  with  more  or  lefs  Severity ; 
fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 
another,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight ;  as 
often  as  the  Number  of  Funerals  decrealed, 
great  Hopes  were  conceived  of  its  Difappear-^ 
ance ;  then  on  a  fiidden  again  their  Increafe 
threw  all  into  Dejeflion,-  as  if  the  whole  City 
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v/as  foon  to* be  unpeopled  ;  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  Dihemper ;  be- 
caufe  Peribns  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro- 
vifions  againh  it^  during  fuch  Fluctuation. 

IT  muft  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  Inch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felf,  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
fudden  Conflagration,  all  Doors  and  Paffages 
are  thronged  for  Elcape  i  And  after  the  chief 
of  the  People  were  fled,  and  thereby  tiie 
Uourifliment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  been’ 
in  a  great  Meafure  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  ftill;  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Parthi^ns  in  their  Flight,  it  fbon 
returned  with  redoubled  Fury,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  almofl:  immediately 
upon  Seizure ;  not  unlike  what  is  often  feen 
in  Battle,  when  after  feme  Skirmiflies  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  come  to  engage  ;  fb  did  this  Conta¬ 
gion  at  firfl:  only  fcatter  about  its  Arrows, 
but  at  lafl  covered  the  whole  City  with 
Death. 

THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one  Week 
were  eight  Thoufand  Perfons  cut  oif,  and 

when 
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wiien  Things  came  to  Extremity,  all  Helps' 
were  called  in^  'fb  it  began  now  to  be 
folely  the  Magildrates  Bufmefs,  ,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaflation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  leaE  from 
the  Grave  firft  then  therefore  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  FaE  for  Publick  Prayers^ 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven  •  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplica¬ 
tions  altogether  fruitlefs  j  for  if  we  have 
any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 
Sealbn,  the  whole  Summer  was  refrelhed 
with  moderate  Breezes,  lufficient  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  carry  off  the  peftilential  Steams^  the 
Fleat  was  likewife  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert  them- 
from  their  natural  State. 

THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
of  Publick'  Prayers,  negleOred  not  to  add 
what  AffiEances  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine*,  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majefty,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 
was  humane  ^  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
commanded  the  College  of  Phyficians  of* 
London^  jointly  to  write  foniewhat  in  EngUfli 
that  might  be  a  general  DireRory  in  this 

cal  a- 
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calamitous  Exigence :  Nor  was  it  fatis« 
fatloiy  to  that  honoured  Society  to  dil^ 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  in 
that  only,  but  fome  were  chole  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  infetled  on  all  Occafions . 
two  alfo  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
were  required  to  fee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed  *,  lb  that  encouraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means,  this  Province  was  chearfully 
undertaken,  and  all  poilible  Caution  was 
ufed  fully  to  anfwer  the  Intention  •,  but  this 
Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons,  and 
wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 

I 

Faculty  ^  we  were  however  afhamed  to  give 
it  up,  and  ufed  our  utmofe  Application  there¬ 
in  I  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains  were  eluded^ 
for  the  Difeale,  like  the  Hydras  Heads,  wa-s 
no  fooner  extinguihi’d  in  one  Family,  but  it 
broke  out  in  many  more  with  Aggravations  ; 
fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we  found  our  Task 
too  great,  and  defpaired  of  putting  an  entire 
Stop  to  the  Infetlion. 

NOR  was  there  "at  this  Time  want- 
iiig  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 
Perfons,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
Aififlances  in  this  dangerous  Work ;  a- 
moiigft  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 

Df, 
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Dr.  Cli forty  Regm  Profeffor  at  Cambridge ^  Dr. 
Nath,  Vagety  Dr.  Whartoriy  Dr.  Berwicly  Dr„ 
Brookesy  and  many  others  who  are  yet  alive^ 
deferve  very  honourable  Mention  y  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Work,  who  were 
too  much’  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  •  andamongh:  whom  was  Dr. 
whofe  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  liir- 
'  vive  him. 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  reftrain 
the  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effeft,  we  applied 
Cur  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  dif- 
eafed^  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Boafling,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided  :  But  it  is 
incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
amongft  the  common  People,  infbmuch  that 
‘  it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Boors  Blague  ^ 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
Town,  and  it  was  almofl  left  uninha^ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want  *,  for  their  Neceflities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profuiion  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  their  Poverty  was 
fupported  with  Plenty  •  a  more  manifeR 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaflation  a- 
mongftthem  I  ffiall  affign  in  another  Place. 
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IN  the  Months  of  and  September^- 

the  Contagion  chang’d  Its  former  flow  and 
'  languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Maifer  of  all,  made  a  moft  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fb  that  three,  fdur,  or  five  Thouland 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand  ; 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  fuch 
Tithes?  The"  whole  Britijh  Nation  wept 
for  the  Miferies  of  her  Metropolis.  In 
fome  Houfes  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu¬ 
rial,  and  in  others,  Perfdns  in  their  laf: 
Agonies  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Lofs,  and  the 
dilrnal  ProfpeT  of  their  own  fudden  De¬ 
parture  Death  was  the  fure  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  pafTed  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Grave  ^  who  would 
not  m.elt  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  BreaRs 
of  a  dead  Mother  ?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  firft  Night  into  a  Sepulchre, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in  . 
their  firft  Embraces  ?  Some  of  the  infect¬ 
ed  run  about  flagger  ing  like  drunken  Men, 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets  ^  while 
others  lie  half-dead  and  comatous,  but 


never 
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never  to  be  waked  but  by  the'laft  Trumpet  | 
fome  lie  vomiting  as  if  they  had  drank  Poifon  ; 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  whild 
I  they  are  buying  Neceffaries  for  the  Supi 
port  of  Life.  bJot  much  unlike  it  was  ■ 
the  fbllbwing  Conflagration-^  where  thh 
i  Altars  themfelves  became  fb  many  Vittimsi 
i  and  the  firiefl:  Churches  in  the  wholS 
World  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 
;  in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillars,  wet 
j  with  Tears,  melted  like  Wax  •,  nor  were 
Monuments  fecurfe  from  the  inexorable 
Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
I  Remains  palTed  a  fecond  Martyrdom-  the 
moft  auguft  Palaces  were  fobn  laid  Wafte, 

:  and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
I  Engagement  to  deftroy  the  great  Ornament 
of  Commerce  j  and  the  Burning  of  ^11  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem- 
*ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration  ^ 
neither  t:onfederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  of  Kings,  could  reflTkin  its  Pha^ 
natick  and  Rebellious  Rage  ^  large  Halls,^ 
Eately  Houfes,  and  the  Sheds  of  the  Poor^' 
\vere  together  reduced  to  Afhes  *  the  Siin 
biiifh’d  to  fee  himfelf  fet^j  and  env'ed 
thofe  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night,^ 
\Vhich  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days  5 
!  G  as' 
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as  the  City,  1  fay,  was  afterwards  burnt 
without  any  Difthiaion,  in  like  Manner 
did  this  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  •  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Dxercile  of  his  prieftly  Office,  to  be  in 
rolled  amongft  the  Saints  Above  •,  and  fome 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Affiftance  in  their  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  Adminiftration  of  them  to 
others  ^  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed, 
and  vanquilh’d  them  ^  many  in  their 
old  Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under 
its  Cruelties  •,  of  the  Female  Sex  moft  died ; 
and  hardly  any  Children  efcaped^  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  lee  an  Inheritance 
pafs  fucceffively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
lo  many  Days-,  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  Efficient  to  bury  the  Dead ;  the 
Bells  feemed  hoarle  with  continual,  tolling^ 
until  at  laft  they  quite  ceafed  ;  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wafte  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together  ;  and  it  often  happened,  that  thofe 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 
their  own  long  Home  : 


Quis 


j  of  th^  ^Id^UB  hi  &C. 

" —  '  "«■  Quis  talia  fundo 

Temferet  d  Lachrymis?^ — 

£ven  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
me  into  Tears^  although  the  worft  was  not 
yet  certain,  for  the  City  was  not  yet  drained 

by  her  Funerals  ^  nor  the  Difeafe  as  yet 
j  at  all  relaxed. 

i 

I 

1 

I 

about  the  Beginning  of  Sepemherif 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height;  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  Month,  more  than  twelve 
Thoufand  died  in  a  Week  :  But  at  length, 

I  that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 

I  the  Contagion,  it  was  ordered  by  the 

Goverhours,  who  were  left  to  fuperintend 
thofe  calamitous  Affairs,  (for  the  Court 
was  then  removed  to  Oxfir^i)  to  burn 
■  Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge¬ 
ther;  -yet  while  this  was  in  Debate,  the 
Phyficians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  lelf  was  Un-iir- 
fefted ;  and  therefore  rendred  fuch  a 
fiiowy  and  expenfive  a  ProjeH  fuperlluous, 
and  of  no  Effe£l;  and  thefe  ConjeHures 
we  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  and.  Uppf aerates  himfelf ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas !  the  Controverfie 
was  foon  decided ;  for  before  the  three 
Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  fo  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Mi'ftake,  fd  as  to  exfinguilh 
even  the  ’Fires  with  their  Showers^  I 
lliall  not  determine  any  other  Perfon  S 
Gonjefture  in  this  Gale,  whether  thele 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Gon- 
flagration,'  or  the  enfuing  Funerals^  but 
whether  it  was  from  the  fuffocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  Gonftitiiti- 
on  of  Air  that  immediately  followed,  the 
moft  fatal  Night  enfued,  wherein  more  • 
than  four  Thoufand  expired.  May  Pofle- 
rity  by  this  Miftake  be  warned,  and  not, 
like  Empyricks,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Gaule. 

THE  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advertifed,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  moft  Fruits,  efpeclally  Gherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price, 
that  the  common  People  furfeited  with 
them;  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofition  of  Body,  as 
made  the  Peftilential  Taint  more  eafily 

take  place. 


NOR- 
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NOR  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  be- 
iiificent  Affiftances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  ^  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ulual,  and  a  greater  Plenty 
of  all  Provilions,  was  a  great  Help  to 
fupport  the  Sick  ^  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverfe  of  a  Family,  which  hath  been 
obferved  to  be  fo  fatal  to  peRilential  Con¬ 
tagions  ■,  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
a  common  Mifery  by  fuch  a  Profufion 

of  good  'Things  from  the  Stores  of  Na¬ 
ture. 

BUT  as  it  were  to  balance  this  im- 
rnediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  otherwile  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  Deftruftion-,  and  to  which  no- 
.  thing  more  contributed  than  the  Praaiep 
of  Chymifts  and  Quacks,  and  of  whofe 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impoffible  to 
be  altogether  filent  3  they  were  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  fpreading  their  Antidotes  3  and 
although  equal  Strangers  tp  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thruft  into 
every  Hand  fome  Tralh  or  other  under 
the  Hilguile  of  a  pompous  Title.  No 
Country  fure  ever  abounded  with  fuch 

C  3  wicked 
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wicied  Impoftors  for  all  Events  cont ra¬ 
dioed  their  Preteufions,  and  hardly  a  Per- 
Ion  efcaped  that  triifted  to  their  Deluhons . 
Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
plague^  and  added  to  the  !hiumhers  of  the 
Dead :  But  thefe  Blowers  of  the  Pefti- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  excufed  the  lSIegle£l:  of  the  Magh 
Rracy,  in  fufferiiig  their  Praflrice. 

r, . Nec  Lex  efi  jufiior  ulla 

Qu}im  necls  j4rf  iflces  ^rte  perire  Jua» 

^  ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Di- 
Rinaion  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
Fra'ace  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchvien  were  Mafiers  of  an 
Anti-peffilential  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  fend  fome  Dofes  of  it  over  here :  By 
'  Command  of  the  Government  we  were 
prdered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did,  with  Expefliations  of  uncommon 
Succefs,  but  the  Mountain  brought  forth  Death  • 
for  the  Medicine,  which  v^as  a  Mineral 
preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 
iaft  Sleep.  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
in  joined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 
and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 

of 
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of  the  meaneft  Perfons!  For  certainly 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Reafon,  than 
to  impofe  a  univerfal  Remedy,  in  Cafes 
whofe  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fometimes  oppofite;  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  lliall  here¬ 
after  be  further  demonftrated. 

T  O  this  may  be  added,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publickly  Sold, 
which,  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
Difpofition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Con- 
ftitution  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  they  undoubtedly  did  Harm, 
On  this  Account,  not  only  the  Sacred  Art, 
•but  the  Publick  Health  alfb  fuffered  •,  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phyficians,  ufed  all  Sollici- 
tations  with  the  Magiftracy  to  reftrain 
fuch  Praftices,  in  Order  to  flop  the  Ruin 
they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithflanding 
it  was  made  a  Queffion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phyficians  retire, 
(not  fo  much  for  their  own  Preforvation, 
as  the  Service  of  thofe  whom  they  at¬ 
tend)  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one, 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 

G  4  inoft 
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Itioft  in  averting  the  common  Ruin?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fire  all  Hands 

'j 

are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  a^ 
Workmen,  to  extinguiUi  it. 


•  BUT  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined:  In  the  Concerns  of  Health, 
a  Perfon  muR  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppoled  Cafe 
of  a  Fire  i  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Pra£l:ice  of  Medicine  which  are  in- 

^  i.  'i  ' 

fuperable  but  by  the  Learned  ^  and  the  fin^ 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma- 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  Houfe  i  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
a  Miftake,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed  •  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  Affair,  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyficians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  tp 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned^  for  fuch  Perfons, 
like  thofe  who  fight  blindfold,  know  not  in 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
v/hat  Weapons  to  do  it;,  befides  which,  they 
alfo  are  in  Hazard  of  obftrufting  thefe  Ef- 
Ibrts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times^ 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  the 
Better  of  the  Diftemper. 
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KGR  in  this  Account  are  we  to  neglefl-^ 
that  the  Contagion  fpread  its  Cruelties  in^ 
I  to  the  neighbouring  Countries  ^  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  which  crowded  in  Multitudes  into 
the  adjacent  Towns,  carried  the  Inteftion 
I  along  with  them,  where  it  raged  with  equal 
;  Fuiy  •  fo  that  the  Plague,  which  at  hrft 
I  prept  from  one  Street  to  another,  now 

I  reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard- 
;  ]y  any  Place  free  from  its  Inililt*  and  th^ 

:  Towns  upon  the  Thames  were  more  feverely 

I  handled,  not  perhaps  from  a  greater  Moifture 
i  in  the  Air  from  thence,  but  from  the  taint- 
I  ed  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 

it:  Moreover,  fome  Cities  and  Towns,  qf 
the  mofi:  advantageous  Situation  for  a  whol- 
fpme  Air,  did  notwithhanding  feel  the 
I  common  Ruin.  Such  was  the  Rife,  and 
I  fuch  the  Progrefs,  of  this  cruel  Deflroyer, 

^  which  firR  began  at  London. 

BUT  the  worR  Part  of  the  Year  being 
now  over,  and  the  Height  of  the  Dileafe, 
the  Plague  by  leifurely  Degrees  declined, 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firR  Advances  ^ 
pid  before  the  Number  infefled  decreafed, 
Its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  infomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  fuch  as 

’  :  * 
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were  ill  managed*,  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off*  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
ufed  all  the  Means  direfted  for  their  Re¬ 
covery  *,  and  even  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
more  cautious,  or  more  faithful  ^  infomuch 
that  after  fome  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
appeared,  as  fudden,  and  as  unexpefted,  as 
the  Ceffation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion  ^  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houfes, 
and  ufing  all  Means  tor  its  Extinaion  to 
little  Purpofe,  the  Flames  flopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 
out  of  Shame  for  having  done  fo  much 
Mifchief. 

THE  Peflilence  did  not  however  flop  for 
Want  of  Subjeas  to  aa  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreafe  was 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate  ^  nor  is  it 
lefs  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rife  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Diffempers 
went  into  That,  fo  now  at  its  Declenfion, 
That  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma- 
tionSj  Head-achsj  DyfenterleSj  Small- 

FcXy  MeafieSy  FeverSy  and  HcEhics  ^  wherein 
That  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  further  &ewn. 


ABOUT 


of  the  (plague  in  1665,  &c.  27 

ABOUT  the  dole  of  the  Year,  that 
iSj  oil  the  Beginning  of  Novemhevy  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Publick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
many  who  had  made  mofl:  Half  in  retiring, 
made  the  mofl:  to  return,  and  came  into 
the  City  without  Fear*  infomuch  that  in 
December  they  crowded  back  as  thick  as 
they  fled :  The  Hoiifes  which  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living  •  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  mofl: 
Part  of  the  Year  Ihut  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  chearfully  went  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  ; 
and  even  what  is  almoib  beyond  Belief, 
thofe  Citizens ,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 
.  without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
Rooms  where  infected  Perfons  had  but  a 
little  before  breathed  their  Lafl:;  Nay, 
filch  Comforts  did  infpire  the  languifliing 
People,  and  fuch  Confidence,  that  many 
went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfons  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Difeafed^  they 
had  the  Courage  now  to  marry  again,  and 
betake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  pafl: 

Mor- 
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Mortality  ^  and  even  Women  before  deem¬ 
ed  barren,  were  faid  to  prove  proliffiek- 
fo  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car¬ 
ried  off,  as  fome  computed,  about  one 
hundred  thoufand,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  difcernable  ^  and  thus  ended 
this  fatal  Year» 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  of  the  Contagion,  which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phyhcians,  and  which,  like 
the  Termination  of  a  common  Intermittent  ^end¬ 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery ;  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceafing,  the  City  re¬ 
turned  to  a  perfect  Health;  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfb  after  the  lah  Con-? 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arofe 
out  of  the  Allies  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  withidand  the  like  Flames  another 
Time. 
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hveral  Pariilies 

lity  of  the  City  of  LON  D 

For  the  Year  166^. 
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ST.  Albans  Woodftreet 
St.  Alhallo'.vs  Barkia  - 
St.  Alhallovvs  Breadftteet- 
St.  Alhallows  the  Great  - 
St.  Alhallows  Honey-lane- 
St.  Alhallows  the  Lets 


]Vo.  of  Funeral' 


St.  A I  hallow  s  Lomba  r  dft  reet 
St.  Alhallows  Staining 

St.  Alhallows  the  Wall  - 

St.  Alphage - - - . 

St.  Andrew  Elubbard - - 


St.  Andrew  Underlhaft — 
St.  Andrew  Wardrobe  -- 

St.  Anne  AldeiTgate - 

St.  Anne  Black-Friers  — 

St.  Antholins - -  — 

St.  Auftins. — - -  — 


Sf.  Bartholomew  Exchange 

St.  Bennet  Finch - 

St.  Bennet  Grace-church  — 

St.  Bennet  Pauls  Wharf - 

St.  Bennet  Sherehog  - 

St.  Botolph  Billinfgate  - 

Chrift  Church  - - — - - 

Sr.  Chriftophers 


St.  Clements  Eaftcheap - 

St.  Dionys  Back-church - 

St.  Dunilans  in  the  Eaft  — 
.St.  Edmunds  Lombardftreet 

St.  Ethelborough - 

St.  Faiths - - — 

St.  Fofters  - - - - 

St.  Gabriel  Feiichurch - 
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35 
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90 
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71 

274 
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58 

43 

73 

47 

57 
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83 
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60 

38 

78 
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7C 
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59 
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16 
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5 

’75 
62 
1 1 2 
35<5 
115 

25 

189 
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197 

4(17 

35 

20 

5’ 

22 

4T 

172 

I 

50 

467 

47 

20 

27 

150 

36 
106 
70 
105 
39 


St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

Sr. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 


No: 

George  Botolph-lane 
Gregories  by  Pauls 
Helens - - — 


james  Dukes-place  - 

James  Garlickhith  - 

John  Baptifl:  Walbrook 

John  E  vangelih  - 

John  Zachary - 

Katherine  Coleman-ftreet 
Katherine  Cree-church 
Lawrence  Jewry 


Lawrence  Pountney  — 
Leonard  Eaftcheap 
Leonard  Fofter-lane 
Magnus 


Margaret  Lothbury  - 

Margaret  Moles  — 
Margaret  New  Fiihftreet 

Margaret  Pattons - 

Mary  Abchurch - 

Mary  Aldermanbury  — 

Mary  Aldermary  - - 

Mary-le-Bow  . — - 

Mary  Bothaw 


Mary  Colechurch  - - 

St.  Mary  FI  ill - 

St.  Mary  Mounthaw - 

St.  ~  ~ 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St.  Martins  Ironmonger-lane 


Mary  Somerfet  — 

Mary  Staini'igs - 

Mary  Woolchurch 
Mary  Woolnoth  — 
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41 
379 

108 
262 
189 
138 
9 

85 

299 
335 
94 

214 

42' 

335 
103 
loo 
38 

”4, 
49 
99 
I8i 
105 

55 
17 

94 
5d 

342 
47 
<^5 
75 
21 


Plar. 

O 


23: 


■I 

7f 

190 

118 

83 

54 

213 

201 
48 
1 40 

27' 

255 

30 

66 

25 

66 

‘24 

54 

109 

75 

39 

30 

6 

64. 

37 
252 

27 

33 

38 
1 1 


St.  Martins  Ludgate 
St.  .Martins  Orgars  ■ 
St.  Martins  Oufvich 


No.  of  Fun 


St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

Tr 


Martins  V intrey - - 

Mat  the  w  F  r  i  day  -ft-  reet 
Maudlins  Milk-ftreet  — 
Maudlins  Old  Filh-ftreet 

Michael  Baffifhaw - 

Michael  Cornhil - - — 

Michael  Crooked-lane 

Michael  Queenhith - 

Michael  Quern - - — 

Michael  Royal 


Michael  Woodftreet 
Mildred  Bread-ftreet 
Mildred  Poultrey  — 

Nicholas  Aeons  - 

Nicholas  Coleabby  — 
Nicholas  Olaves 
Olaves  Hart-ftreet  — 
Olaves  Jewry  - 


Olaves  Silver-ftreet' 
Pancras  Soper-lane  ■ 

Peters  Cheap  - 

Peters  Cornhil 


Peters  Pauls  Wharf- 
Peters  Poor 


Stephens  Coleman-ftreet 

Stephens  Walbrook - 

Swithins - - - — 

Thomas  Apoftle - 

inity  Parilh  - - 


In  the  97  ParijJjes  within  the  Walls.,  Total  of  the  Funerals  15207  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  9887. 
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Co 
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24, 

44 

176 

253 

104 

179 

203 

44 
152 
122 

59 

58 

45 

125 

90 

237 

54 

250 

30 

5i 

135 

114 

79 

550 

34 

93 

’<^3 

115 


rlagi 

128 

71 

34 
349 

5 

22 

121 

154 

5^ 

T33 
122 
18 
1 15 
52 
25 

45 

28 

91 

52 
1 5o 
32 
’32 

15 

35 

16 
85 

47 

39’ 

17 
56 

1 10 
79 


St.  Andrew  Flolborn - 

St.  Bartholomew  the  Great 
St.  Bartholomew  the  Lefs 

St.  Bridget - 

Bridewel  Precinct 


St.  Botolph  Alderlgate 


5958 

3103 

St.  Botolph  Aldgate, - 

4925 

4051 

493 

344 

St.  Botolph  Bllhopfgate  — 

3454 

2<;oo 

193 

’39 

St.  Dunftans  in  the  Weft  — 

958 

555 

21 1 1 

1427 

St.  George  Southwark  - - 

1513 

l25o 

230 

179 

St.  Giles  Cripplegate  - - 

8059 

4838 

997I  755 

St.  Olaves  Southwark  — — 

4793 

2785 

St.  Saviours  Southwark  - 

St.  Sepulchres - 

St.  Thomas  Southwark 
Trinity  Minories 


At  the  Pefthoule  — ■ — 


4235 

4509 

475 

158 

159 


344<5 

2745 

371 

123 

155 


In  the  16  Parijhes  without  the  Walls,  Total  of  the  Funerals  41^1;  Died  of  the  Plague  28888. 


St.  Giles  in  the  Fields 
Flackney  Pariftr  — 


St.  Katherines  Tower 


4457 

3215 

— .  — 

232 

’32 

- —  — 

1 853 

’377 

- - 

955 

5oi 

Lambeth  Parifti - 

St.  Leonards  Shoreditch  — 
St.  Magdalens  Bermondfey 
St.  Mary  Newington  - 


798 

2559 

’943 


537j  St.  Mary  Iflington - 595 

1949  St.  Mary  Whitechappel  —  4755 


13^3 


Rotherhith  Parilh- 


27211004  Stepney  Parilh 


304 


In  the  12  Parijhes  in  the  outer  Parts,  Total  of  the  Funerals  2^ Died  of  the  Plague  21420. 


85985583 


593 

3855 

210 


St.  Clements  Danes  — 
St.  Paul  Co  vent  Garden  • 


1959 

’3’ 9 

CO 

25 1 

St.  Martins  in  the  Fields 
St.  Mary  Savoy  - 


4804 

303 


2883 

198 


St.  Margarets  Weftminfter 
Whereof  at  the  Pefthoule— 


47’C 


3742 

I  55 


In  the  5  Parijhes  of  the  City  and  Liberties  0/ Weftminfter,  Total  of  the  Funerals  1 2194  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  840^, 

Total  of  the  Funerals  ---  97 JO'S. 

Died  of  the  Piague  -  68 59^. 

Befides  many,  of  which  no  Account  was  given  by  the  Parijh-Clerks,  and  who  were  privately  Buried. 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Fejliler^ce^  and  a  Con» 

taaion. 

o 

As  it  is  our  Purpofe  here  to  enquire 
itito  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plague, 
and  find  out  both  its  manifefl:  and  hidden 
Caufes  ^  I  cannot  judge  it  neceliary  to  go 
into  the  ufuai  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thofe  remote  Regards 
which  they  diRinguifii  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural;  becaufe  by  fuch 
Means  this  Treatife  would  be  drawn  out 
into  almofi:  infinite  needlefs  Diflintlions. 

THAT  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  Peftilence  appear  in  its  genuine  AfFe- 
tlions,  I  think  it  proper  to  premiie  this 
one  1  hing,  becaule  the  whole  depends  upon 
it,  viz..  That  the  Peftilence  is  the  mofi:  noto¬ 
rious  of  all  popular  DilealeSjand  depends  upon 
Ibme  Caule  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 
fpe£l  adequate  to  its  extenfive  Effetls ;  which 
being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
particular  Caufes,  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  ( the  Recital  of  which  would  be 
very  tedious)  are  refolvabie  into  this  one. 

AND' 
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AND  for  what  concerns  that  Peftilence 
now  under  Enquiry,  this  we  have  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  moE  irrefrigable  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  firft  came  into  this  Ifland  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  us  from 
Holland^  in  Packs  of  Merchandize  ^  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further,  he  may 
be  fatisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came 
thither  from  Turkey  in  Bails  of  Cotton, 
which  is  a  Erange  Preferver  of  the  Peftilen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  ^  Part  of  the  World 
is  feldom  free  from  fuch  Infections,  altho’ 
it  is  fometimes  more  fevere  than  others, 
according  to  the  Difpofition  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thole  Regions  : 
But  if  any  would  yet  more  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 
thefe  Climates  is  fubjeCt  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Moilture,  Heat, 
Cold,  eye. 

BUT  leaft  1  iliould  be  thought  too 
prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  incur  the  Sufpicion  of 
Atheifm,  (a  Charge  too  juff  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcribiiig  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes, 
as  the  Schools  pleafe  to  call  them,  it  may 

be 
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be  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
'  70  ^mo(/  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  others  ^  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demonhratively  prove, 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority, 
and  at  his  Pleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword, 
or  ihoot  the  Arrows  of  Death-,  and 
a  Retrofpeaion  into  Times  pah,  ihews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth  ^  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us, 
the  Footheps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  are 
very  legible,  efpecially  lb  far  as ,  concerns 
his  divine  Permiffion :  But  the  great  God’s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  he 
punifhes  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kifs 
the  Rod,  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  this 
leaft  I  fhould  be  thought  to  invade  ano¬ 
ther’s  Province:  It  is  fufficient  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyiician,  to  ailign  natural 
and  obvious  Caufes  y  and  where  fuch  are 
difcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
the  divine  Art  he  profefTes,  as  well  as  an 
Affront  to  good  Senfe,  to  have  Recourfe 
to  any  other. 

( 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre¬ 
vent  Cenfure,  our  VWy  now  lies  open  to 
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a  Difcovery  of  tEe  Nature  of  this  Pefti- 
lence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  ihall 
begin  with  a  Defcription  of  a  Peftilence 
in  general  ^  and  which  if  it  doth  not  exactly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  th^ 
Ancient^  y^t  I  doiibt  not'  but  it  will  be 
found,  by  every  impartial  Conliderer,  to  b^ 
as  full  and  fatistlory. 


THE  Peftilence  is  a  Difeafe  arifing  from 
an  Aura  that  is  pdifondus,  very  fubtie, 
deadly j  and  contagious,  aifetling  many  Per- 
fons  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifing  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever,  and  other  very  grievous 
^Symptoms; 

EVERY  one  df  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  ^  and 

I 

thefe  Explications  are  fo  obvious  to  be 
m.et  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned,^ 
that  it  would  be  lofl:  Labour  to  infifi:  upon 
any  fuch  Thing  here  *,  we  fliall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  itiore  im-^ 
mediately  hands  in  need  of  it,  _  . 


AND  firfi:  of  all  it  is  faid  from  an 
Aura^  as  diflinguifhing  it  from  fuch  Poifoh 
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is  inore  grbfs  and  earthy  ^  for  this  is 
not  to  be  confined  in  any  Inclofure,  but 
is  fo  rare,  fubtle,  volatile,  and  fine, '  that  it 
infinuates  into,  and  refides  in  the  very  Intet- 
llices,  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles  • 
whereas  that  which  is  of  a  more  fixed 
Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits 
and  IS  incapable  of  fuch  Progreis* 


IT  is  fa  id  to  be  poifonous  a  lib,  froni 
its  Similitude  to  the 'Nature  of  a  Poifon, 
both  being  equally  deflrufcive  to  Life^ 
and  killing  Perfons  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degree  only  •  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Pefl-ilence  vaftly  exceeds  either  the  arfeni- 
cal  Minerals,  the  moR  poifonous  Animals 
or  Infe8:s,  or  the  killing  Vegetables^  nay^ 
the  Peitilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
‘Of  all  the  other  Polfons  together,  as  well 
as  in  its  fatal  Ejfficacies  to  excel  them^  for 
in  this  there  is  manifeftly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  PutrefaTion  and  Malignity.  And 
as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 
Taint  hath  been  difcoverable,  fo  in  one 
Youth  for  Initance  it  was  fo  remarkable^ 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death,  the  whole 
Bodyx  changed  green,  which,  lo  alarmed 
the  Mother,  that  fhe  immediately  hafted 

D  to 
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to  my  Houfe,  to  know  whether  by  Mi- 
iiake  there  had  not  been  foitie  Poifon 
given  him  ^  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 
but  mild  and  common  Alexifharmich  ^  this 
green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonftration  of 
the  poifonous  Vitriolick  ISJature  of  the 
pehilential  Taint. 

I T  is  faid  to  be  very  lubtle  both  on 
Account  of  its  Original  and  Produaion,  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  efcaped  from  its  native  Seat  ^ 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it 
cannot  but  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
lb  many  Climates,  whereby  it  is,  as  it  were, 
iublimed  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Vola¬ 
tility,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor,  which  is 
the  Produaion  of  grofs,  corporeal,  and  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles*,  nay,  it  is  more  aaive 
than  Lightning,  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  Di fiance  PutrefaTion,  Mor¬ 
tification,  and  Death. 

AS  for  the  Manner. whereby  it  kills,  its 
approaches  are  generally  fo  lecret,  that  Per- 
Ibns  feized  with  it  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 
Ambufcade,  or  a  Snare,  of  which  there  was 
no  Manner  of  Sufpicion  ^  they  are  therefore 
not  to  be  credited  or  regarded,  who  affirm 
the  Progrefs  of  a  Peftilence  to  be  fenfible, 

even 
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I  efen  to  the  Smell  and  Sights  and  report 
^though  who  will  may  belie^re  them,  for  ifie) 
the  Infeftion  to  irefemble  the  Fragrancy  df 
Flowers  in  or  any  other  fweet  Savour  ^ 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrike  the  Hole  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcafe  j  nay,  fbme 
pretend  to  be  fo  lharp-iighted,  as  to  dif- 
cern  Clouds  in  the  Atmolphere  big  with  pe- 
ftilential  Poifons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  diffempered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Pfodutfs  of  Fear,  which  conftrue^ 
every  Thing  for  the  worh :  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  muft  confefs,  that  fometimes  this 
very  fubtile  Jura  may  be  fo  mixed  or  loaded 
with  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles,  as  td 
be  perceptible  to  the  Senfes^ 

FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
a  Plague,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
*  not  fuflicient  to  Ihew  it,  it  would  not  be 
a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
Inflances  of  its  Tyranny  and  Deftrudion- 
Hence  the  Plague  .by  the  Hehews  was 
called  or  Perdition;  as  if  it  was  or^ 
dained  on  Purpofe  to  deflroy  Mankind :  It 
is  aifo  called  Lnes^  from  to  dilfolve ; 
a  mofl  certain  Way  of  Deftrudion,  and 
whofe  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  moft 
remarkable,  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 

D  2  pre-* 
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prepare  the  Way,  as  immediately  of  its 
felf  deftroy,  and  of  whofe  certain  Ruin, 
tlirougli  whole  Regions  togetnerj  we  xiave 
too  many  Xeftimonies  upon  Record^  in  the 
Writings' both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns. 

AGAIN,  the  Peftilence  is  faid  to  be 
contagious  ^  becaule  lome  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  Ifiange  Con 
jeaures  to  the  contrary,  as  it  the  late 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  loieign 
Influence),  but  to  remove  this  Controverfie^ 
it  may-  be  convenient  to  explain  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  its  fuppofed  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion^  yet  befoie  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difpatch 
the  other  Members  of  this  Definition. 

IX  is  further  added,  that  the  Plague 
affeXs  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Xime,  in  Order  to  diftinguifli  it  both  from 
Endemick  Difeafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  oniy  ^  and  alio  from 
S^oradkk  Difeafes,  which  although  they 
rage  amoiigfl  the  Populace  in  this  or  that 
Country  or  Clim.ate  indilterently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatarXick  Caufes, 
they  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 

well 
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weli  as  they  are  pernicious ;  But  enough 
of  thefe  Matters. 

A  T  length  then  it  becomes  necelTary 
to  change  the  Confideration,  and  e'nquire 
how  it  comes  that  the  Pla2;ue  hath  its 
chief  Origin  from  an  Alteration  or  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirits  in  the  Air :  This  is 
the  great  Difficulty  !  This  is  our  Task  I  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Novelty 
of  the  Opinion  will  not  occahon  any  one 
to  receive  it  at  firh  Sight  amifs,  until  by. 
due  Examination  he  hath  brought  it  to 
Trial-  but  in  Order  to  ereT  this  upon  a 
fure  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premife 
fome  Gonfiderations. 

AND  firfi:  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  in  the  Earth  does  every  where  tranfpire 
‘  and  exhale  towards  the  Surfiice,  to  recruit  the 
Confumptions  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
tnis  faline  Origin,  hraiiiing  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  every  one  under- 
liands  Vegetation  to  be  carried  on,  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  th  oagh  the 
whole  Region  of  Air*  and  the  miutuai 
I.ntei  courfes  or  Operations  upon  one  ano" 

^  3  ther^ 
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ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  thefe 
laline  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetifiii 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Inftauces  to  want  any  Gommei^t. 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 
is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and  Sympathy : 
and  a  cpnfiderable  IlluRration  of  it 
may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment.  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  will  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Vefiel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner  i  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafbns 

■j  * 

not  arifing  in  fo  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times » 
whence  I  conceive  it  manifefily  to  prove, 
that  there  is  fuch  an  Efilux  of  this  Salt 
as  before  fuggefted,  and  a  Kind  of  Subli¬ 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
faline  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Heat.  But  that  we  may  not 
pfe  more  Arguments  than  are  neceffary  to 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every 
pnp  who  is  doubtful  herein  may  obferve, 

that 
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that  not  only  Plants  are  produced  and  nou» 
rilhed  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infinua- 
tion  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 
the  fame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals, 
and  even  the  humane  Species,  is  preierved. 
And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  th^ 
Opinion,  that  the  beh:  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  Juices,  the  Renewal  of 
vvafled  Spirits,  the  Refiauratioii  of  Strength, 
and  the  good  and  healtlitul  Conftitution  of 
the  Vifcera^  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  Affiftance  of  this  nitro^ 
aerial  Spirit.  Nor  does  any  thing  appear 
more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  fame  Caufe  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 
the  Blood  arife  ;  and  it  is  not  derivable  from 
any  other*  nor  is  it  my  fingle  Opinion, 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour^  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
.  even  obje£led  to  this  Dodrine,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  Vindi¬ 
cation. 

BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitro-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties  *,  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  proliffick  Influences, 
(if  it  may  be  fo  expreffed)  or,  which  much 

C  4  oftper 
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oftiier  happenSj  iii  its  accidental  and  ad¬ 
ventitious  Impurities, 

SOMETIMES  this  univerfal  Principle 
languiilies  and  degenerates,  and  in  its  own 
produTive  Womb  is  tainted  with  fonie- 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  that  natu¬ 
ral  balfamick  Conhitution  of  Blood  that 
fupports  it  •  and  as  often  as  this  is  the 
Cafe,  the  whole  Orders  of  livina:  Bein2;s 
may  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  againft 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caufes, 
it  is  generally  from  too  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfeafoii- 
able  Rains,  whence  moiE,  crude,  and  un- 
whollbme  Vapours  exhale^  for  every  one 
knows,  how  much  Humidity  is  a  Promoter  of 
PutrefaTion  •,  whence  come  Swarms  of  InfeOrs, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  PeEi- 
lence :  It  alfo '  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  fo  much  deliedits 
in  Drynefs,  is  alnioE  quite  extinguiihed 
by  a  rainy  Seafon  ^  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Miferies  may  not  Mankind  expeT, 
when  a  final  I  Change  is  of  fo  Eital  Confe- 
quence?  This  is  abundantly  coniirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Marfliy  Countries,  where 
the  Difeafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 

fatal. 
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fatal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  and  damp 
Exhalations, 

^FURTHERMORE,  this  nitrous  Prim 
ciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 
own  Repofitory  by  too  intenle  a  Heat 
from  within,  as  well  as  without  •  for  by  fo 
hahy  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadned^  that  is,  being  robbed  of  its  balfa- 
mick  Quality,  (which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe)  and  kindled  into  too  rapid  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Emfyrenma ; 
and  from  wnich  Aduhion  there  may  arife 
fever ai  Sorts  of  Dihemperature  ^  as  Blafts 
upon  Trees,  and  Difeafes  amongfi:  Cattle  * 
and  at  laid  end  in  a  Pehilence  amongfi:  Man¬ 
kind. 

for  further  niuhration  hereof  it  may 
be  oblerved,  tnat  the  nitrous  Spirit  which 
circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca¬ 
verns  may,  inhead  of  Obtaining  a  fur¬ 
ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor¬ 
rupt  and  poifbnous  Vapours  from  arfenical. 

,  or  other  Minerals  •  and  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air:  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 
tion  intheWehern  Climes  of  that 

Jye  uirder  the  Ecpiatcr^  wlierein  the  very 
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Showers  feem  to  be  endued  with  a  Stiptick 
or  Cauftick  Power,  fo  as  to  taint  the  Cloaths 
and  Skm  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  peftilential  Chara£i:ers. 
From  which  Difpofition,  it  cannot  be  a 
Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  fliould 
reign  after  Earthquakes  *,  becaufe  a  poifo- 
nous  Spirit  at  fuch  Times  breaks  out  into 
the  Air  ^  as  alfo  that  Nitre  thus  loaded 
with  an  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  ihould  of  it  felf^ 
like  the  OccuiTion  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  Paffage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  fo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
C^c.  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 
Air^  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 
Peftilence  at  Hand :  Hence  alfo  a  fudderf 
Death  of  Filh^  and  a  Departure  of  the 
Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe¬ 
ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 

AFTER  thefe  Obfervations,  it  remains 
to  ihew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul¬ 
garly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  lelf, 

and 
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I  and  is  ferviceabie  in  Preferving  other  Things 
I  from  Putrefaftion. 

I 

I  FOR  the  Solution  of  tiiis  uncommon 
!  Difficulty,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senfe  ftri£l:ly 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity, 
but  fomewhat  more  congruous  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit  ^  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  feme  other  Bodies, 

I  putrifie,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
I  its  Nature  and  Figure,  fb  as  not  to  be 
I  reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 

i 

!  leem  improperly  faid  that  fiich  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
Eifence  being  dehroyed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture  being  obtained.  And  this  I  ffiall  fur- 
i  ther  endeavour  to  illuhrate  by  a  twofold 
Argument. 

F I R  S  T,  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  what  Art,  which  is  the  Ima- 
tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent  ^ 
and  the  moh  expert  Chy miffs  do  ihew  a 
certain  'Corruption  of  Salt  •  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  difeover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a 
Crime  to  expofe  the  S^ecrets  of  Nature,  on 
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trifling  Occaflons.  But  if  my  Authority  is 
not  fuflicient  to  fupport  an  Aflertion  of 
this  Weight,  I  trufl:  no  one  will  rejed:  the 
Conviction  thc^  ariies  from  EifeCls,  and 
therefore  I  fliall  reflrain  the  Proof  hereof 
to  as  fliort  a  Compafs  as  poflible.  As 
then  it  is  eflabliflied  by  the  concurrent 
Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  Fire,  as  it 
is  an  Element  capable  of  Degeneration, 
and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increafe 
a  peflilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
great  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  and 
fwift  Propagation ;  Qualities  too,  which 
a  Peftilence  very  much  partakes  of:  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  feems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phi- 
lofbphicai  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
it.  1  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univcrfe  that  makes  fo  f^ift  a  Pro- 
grefs  as  a  Peflilence,  and  therefore  the 
infeTious  Miafmata  are  in  the  facred  Scri¬ 
ptures  fly  led  ylrrows  that  fy  in  the  Dari ; 
and  howfoever  certain  are  their  Strokes, 
and  tho’  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 
penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
ihun  by  their  Subtilty  our  Conceptions. 
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As  to  the  Ipreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  fo  on  to  Thou- 
fands,  there  is  nothing  can  be  poffibiy 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  of  Fire  ^  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lofes  them 
not  in  a  thoufand  liifuiions :  But  the  in- 
Rantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind  is  befi:  illiiftrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pafs  by  till  we  come  profeffedly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 

SECONDLY,  The  particular  Nature  of 
the  peRilential  Miafmata.^  may  be  known 
from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
faline  Particles  in  a  humane  Body  ^  for 
nothing  aft^  with  more  Efficacy  and  Ener- 
.  gy  upon  a  faline  Body,  than  another  par¬ 
taking  of  the  fame  Quality  *  and  nothing 
is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  Alkaheft  it 
felf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  diflolved  • 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  unlefs  by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold  •  but  as  often 
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as  that  does  happen,  do  not  imme¬ 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids,  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  Juices,  which 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 
fometimes  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation: 
It’s  furthermore  of  eonfiderable  Importance 
to  our  prefeiit  Argument,  that  Spafms,  the 
confiant  Attendants  of  a  Plague,  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  vellicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluid. 

T  O  thele  it  may  likewife  be  added, 
that  a  Pefiileiice  has  a  great  Similitude  to 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  faiine  Confiitution  of  Blood  ^  and  the 
great  likenefs  there  is  in  many  Circum-  ' 
fiances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  after  a  Peftilence  is 
with  others  ceafed,  it  will  yet  continue  to 
InfeH  fcorbutick  Conftitutions  ^  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caufe 
likewife  does  a  pefiilential  Contagion  reign 
mofi  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 
Sea-Coafis  ^  becaufe  fuch  a  faiine  Difpo- 
fitioii  does  there  mofi  abound  and  the 
Truth  of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our. 
own  Country  do  by  fad  Experience  tod 
much  teftifie* 
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LASTLY,  If  Arguments  taken  to  this 
Purpofe  from  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  a  faline  Spirit  hath  a  great  Share  in 
^  giving  Rife  to  a  Peftilence  ^  for  in  our  cu¬ 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diftemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyfician  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  firfi:  to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Subdan¬ 
ces,  by  that  Means  expeding  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  Plader,  to 
guard  it  againft  iharp  and  corrofive  ^ 

the.  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purfued  by  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  againd 
the  poifonous  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  Alexlfharmicks  and  Diafho-^ 
retich:  For  every  one  who  is  but  tolera¬ 
bly  converfant  in  fuch  Praftice,  very  well 
^  knows  that  the  faline  Particles  are  thrown 
off  this  Way  much  more  effeftually  than 
by  any  other;  and  a  further  Demonffrati- 
on  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infe£l:ed  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Slcknefs, 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit ;  and  that  the  more  brackiih 
fuch  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  ferviceable 
it  proves;  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 

foft 
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foit  and  infipid,  it  was  a  flire  Forerunner  of 
worfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curative 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  ufed  to  pre- 
lerve  and  reflore  the  internal '  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion ;  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  faline  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to  the 
natural  Spiri  s,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Conifitution  naturally  between 
them. 

AGAIN,  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
ehabliili  this  our  Hypothefis  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  difcovered  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  .  rancid  Brackiilinefs,  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach  into  Convulfions  by 
its  acrimonious  and  corrofive  Qualities  ^ 
and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  ejeRed  by  Stool,  fully  flowed  its 
fliline  Mixture :  But  we  iliall  com.e  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter  :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Controverfie  although 
the  Hypothehs  here  laid  down  may  at  hrff 
Appearance  feem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  differ  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An¬ 
cients  upon  the  fame  Siibjefr,  as  confirm 

and 
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^  and  explain  what  they  have  faid :  It  comeg' 
down  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  fbme  of 
thenij  that  a  Putrefaction  of  Gholer  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rife  to  a  Pefhlence  ^ 
and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  occafion  the  fame*  what 
therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Gholer, 

^  and  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judge  more 
juflly  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  leafl  we  fhould  too  long  dwell 

:  upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 

recite  all  the  Gaufes  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 
our  Hyfothejis-^  fo  that  whofoever  pleafes 
to  be  at  this  Pains,  muft  either  affent  with 
'  us,  or  rejea  it  ^  but  he  that  does  not 

I  like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  fhew 

!  a  better.' 


I 

I  I  N  the  above  defcribed  Pefiilence,  as  in^* 
deed  in  many  others^  Perfbns  frequently 
died,  without  any  preceeding  Symptoms  of 
Horror,  Thirft,  or  concomitant  Fever : 

I  For  the  Gonfirmation  of  which,  I  fhall  give 
an  Infiance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  ^ 
A  Woman,  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Faitiily,  and  yet  to  her  Thinking 
.  perfectly  well,  perceived  upon  her  Breafi 

F^  the? 
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the  peftilential  Spots,  which  ihe  '  .looMog 
Upon  to  bfi  the  fktcil  T'okcuSj  in  :  ^  very 
iliort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  pther 
Diforder,  or  any  other  Forerunner;  of  Death. 

-  :  f  i  '  f 

A  Youth  'alfb  of  a  good  .  Conhitiition, 
after  he  had  found  himfelf  on  a.  ludden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the.  Contagion, 
believed  at  firh  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well, 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  left  than  four 
Hours  ■  after,  as  his  Fhyfician  had  before 
prognofiicated. 

BUT  how  fuddenly  foever  the  SickneiS 
killed  feme  People,  whether  by  fuddenly 
feizing  the.  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  In- 
feTion,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  lb  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dif- 
cerned,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  moh  Part,  feme  Fever  did  ihew  it 
lelf  . 

AND  it  cannot  be  thought  hrange, 
that  mofl  who  took  the  Contagion  fhould 
have  a  Fever,  to  thofe  who  coiifider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  efpecially  when 
degenerated,  and  that, .from  the  nioff  flight 

Caufe 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  excite  Heat; 

the  Fever  accompanying  this  prefent 
Sickneft  was  of  the  worft ,  Kind,  both  on 
Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fonietimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian^  and  at  others  a 
Tertian'^  Ibmetimes  Jfeemiiig  to  retreat^ 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury  :  There  wjis  never  a  total  CelTation^ 
but  rgmetimes  a  Remiiiioii  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worfe 
than  the  former  ^  but  this  I  pafs  by  here^ 
having  Occalion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon. 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difoharge  my 
Promife  in  giving  a  fhort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeale  that  is  commu* 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  moff 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
Infection  of  the  peflilential  Poifon  is  not 
only  tranferrable  from  one  Subjea  to  ano^ 
thei,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con- 
taa,  and  exciting  the  fiime  Symptoms  * 
bur  all  the  Conditions  likewife  of  its  Ex- 
ertioHj  are  as  confpicuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun ;  wherefore  thofe  Arguments  to  prove 
the  pehilential  Corruption  not  to  arife 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling,  and  not  worth 
Notice,  as  altogether  difconfonant  to  Rea- 
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iGii  and  Experience  •  and  after  I  have  enu- 
rtierated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious 
Exertion,  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 
Matter  clear  to  every  one. 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  necelfary  to 
Contagion :  ^ 

"  ^  .i-.t  A  - 

FIRSTy  That  there  is  an  Efflux  oi*  the 
contagious  Seminmfn. 

I 

SECO  ND  LT,  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

.  ’  f.. 

T  H I  LlC-i  A  Fitiiefs  in  the  SuhjeO: 

to  receive  and  cherifli  the  contagious  Efflu- 
Andj 

FOV  RT  H  LT^  A  due  Stay  of  this  5^- 
TiuTiiuW'  j  of  all  which  difiin£fly« 

THE  Quantity  of  ISIeceffaries  daily 
taken  in  for  RefrelKment  does  evidently 
demonhrate,  that  infenfible  Perfpiration  is. 
much  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together :  But  where  a  Pehilence  invades, 

ij 

a  yet  much  greater  Waft  is  made  that 
Way  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 

inteftine 
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iiiteftine  Colluftation  and  Struggle  of  oppo- 
lite  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids-  this 
is  confirmed  by  the  Obfervation  of  SanBo- 
riusy  who  tells  us,  that  Perfons  taken  with 
a  peftilential  Contagion,  immediately  be¬ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Ejjluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity  -  for  fiich  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peftilential  Taint,  that  it  immediately  fub-r 
tilizes  more  thick  Subhances,  and  gives 
them  fuch  a  Sharpnefs,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 
thole  natural  Spirits  which  ihould  be  a 
Prelervative  to  the  wjiole  Frame:  Hence 
fometimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Faint ings 
that  are  fatal,  and  which  are  certain  Indicat i^- 
ons  of  that  Waft  of  Spirits  that  hath  been 
made  by  the  peftilential  Poifpn, 

HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
a  diffufed  Nature  this  Contagion  may  be 
cof,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
an  infefted  Perfon^  and  which  Steam  a- 
lone,  as  it  is  lufticient  to  communicate  the 
Infection,  fo  it  is  allb  capable  of  vaft  Di-r 
latation  and  Diffufion^  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  not  only 
emits  a  great  deal  of  ^moak,  but  carries 

E  3  a 
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a  cpnfiderable  Steiacli  along  with  it  into 
very^  diftant  Parts*^  * 

S^EC  Q  N  D  Ltj  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conduoive  to  the  Propagation  of  the  Plague  ^ 
for  according  .;to  the  Difpofition  of  that^ 
in  being  more  or  lefs  ’open  or  confined,  is 
the  diifefdiqn  fooner^  or  flower  corfiinunica- 
ted  :  Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but ‘  that 
the  Air  is  this  &t  Medium ^  and  ■  whofe 
Pores,  altho’ very  mihute,  are  readily  filled 
with  it*,  and  therein  the  noxious  Ejfluvm 
lodge  iecurely,  unlqfs  expelled  by  any  ex-  ' 
ternai  Forcco 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con^ 
venient  Recepticle  and  Conveyance  of  this 
peftilential  Foifon,  on  account  of  that  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  ^  hence 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  Attra^ 
and- faithfully  prefer ves  it  as  in  a  proper 
Confervatory,  and  on  this  Account  the  per- 
nic'ous  Qualities,  (unlefs  firit  deftroyed  by 
fome  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subjeft  to  afl’  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Deflruftion  :  Sometimes  alfo. 
the  peftilentiai  Adiafmata  may  be  broke  aird 
deftroyed  by  the  Occurflon  of  others, 
.  with- 
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without  any  Perception  of  either  having 
been  in  this  Medium. 

HENCE  it  is  firongly  conjeSu- 
red  how  the  peftilential  Seminium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  fecretly  in  the  Porofities  of 
the  Air,  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  unper¬ 
ceived  into  very  dihant  Regions.  Further, 
as  this  Medium  is  more  Rill,  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  peftilential 
Infe£l:ion  y  whereupon  Places  that  are  clofe, 
conf ned,  and  dark,  as  Prifons,  and  Houfes 
iri  Vallies,  are  much  more  liable  to  Conta¬ 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Eminencies, 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds'^  for  the'  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  ah  Air  fo  tumultuoufiy 
hurried  about;,  and  they  are  likewife  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
of  frelh  Air  with  them. 

f  H IR  D  LTj  A  fuitable  Difpofition  of 
the  SubjeO:  is  very  neceiTary  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  peftilential  Taint*  and  this 
Difpofition  refpeTs  either  fome  Fitnefs  in 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu¬ 
mulation  of  difiempered  Humours.  The 
more  open  •  the  Pores  are,  and  the  wider, 

E  4  by 
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J)y  lb  much  the  more  eafily  will  the  In- 
fe£lion  penetrate  into  the  Body^  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infomuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  eaten 

A  Tiirgelcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  Admiffion  into  any 
Perfon,  whether  fuch  a  morbid  Conhitution 
arifes  from  the  Suppreffion  of  ufual  Eva¬ 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
Non-naturals  j  and  moh  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit, 
leaves  fo  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pehi- 
lential  Poifon,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Admiliion.  But  hefides  thefe  Difpolitions 
of  the  Subjeft,  it  is  much  to  the  Purpofe 
to  fliggefl:  this  following  Obfervation ;  That 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fo  much  heredi-r 
taty^  and.  influenced  by  a  femnial  Taint, 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  fhall  exert 
it  felf  in  fome  much  alter  the  fame  Manner 
upon  Children, as  in  their  Parents*  as  in  the 
Small-Fox y  and  other  Affeftions  of  like  Na^ 
fare. 

FOVRl'HLY^  It  is  neceffary  that  there 
ilrould  be  a  continual  Lodgment  of  the 
pehilentiai  Poifon  •  for  if  the  noxious  Steani^ 

were 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there 
would  be  but  little  Mifchief  done*  but 
thofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat¬ 
tel,  and  a  certain  J^sntoY  from  the  Vifcidi ty 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  lie  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Veffels  with  the  Blood,  be¬ 
gin  to  fule  and  taint  all  the  animal 
Juices  *  and  thus  the  peffiferous  MUfmata. 
having  got  PoiTeiTion,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  into 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  Eifeas ;  for 
as  fqon  as  they  once  find  a  viicid  and 
tenacious  Subhance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 
he  extricated.  Yet  notwithldanding  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometim.es  found 
Infiances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  peffi- 
lential  Poifon  before  its  Exertion,  where 
the  Symptoms  of  Infeaion  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
Eruption  into  Aaion ;  and  for  the  Confir¬ 
mation  of  which,  feveral  Inftances  might 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  ^  I  have 
known  many  go  into  the  Country  after 
Intercourfes  with  the  inleaed,  and  keep 
1  well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Ene- 
!  my  that  has  lay  hid  fo  long,  ruilied  out 

of^ 
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of  its  FaftnelTes,  and  by  its  Fury  lufficient- 
iy  compenlated  its  foregoing  Delays;  and 
this  Eruption  foonet  might  very  probably 
have  been  hindred,  partly  by  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Humours  entangling  the  peftilential 
A<liafmataj  and  partly  from  an  over-powerful 
baifamick  Quality,  natural  to  a  good  Blood, 
and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour  of  animal  Spirit ; 
but  as  I  would  not  be  tedioOs  upon  Things 
fo  v§ry  obvious,  this  lhall  fuifice  conceMing 
a  Contagion. 

BESIDES  the  Caufes  already  recited, 
there  may  be  others  aifo  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  viz,,  the  eating'  corrupted,  or  rotteii 
Flelh  ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpofe  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  peftilential  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  amongft  the 
Cattel,  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their'  Carcafes  were  Ibid  amongft  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Price;  and  a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Humours  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
our  laft  Calamities ;  and'  many  knowing 
Perfons  afcribe  the  Peftilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Difpofttion  which  fuch 
a  Feeding  muft  needs  fubjeT  the  People, 

could 
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\  could  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infection 
!  and  Progrefs  of  that  fatal  Dehroyer. 

1  1  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the 

common  People,  who  fed  upon  fuch  a  Diet 
!  even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Mat- 
;  ter  enough  for  1q  deadly  an  Impreffion, 
i  and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 
j  enough  go  into  a  Co-operation  5  but  foch 
!  Provifion,  although  very  mtch  corrupt,  and 
I  liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to 
!  thofe  in  a  Fehilence  -  yet  they  were  not  in 
I  plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole  Market  * 
ij  and  therefore  a  Caufe  fb  private  and  par« 

I  cicular,  could  not  be  liippofed  to  extend  to 
fo  univerfal  an  Effe£l. 

.  HENCE  it  is  further  manifeh,  that 
I  a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
pehilential  Imprellion,  than  a  good  one  can 
in  removing  it  ^  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  Way  of  Living  may  raile 
the  LIumours  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefaflion, 

I  as  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes 
epidemical.  Difeales,  but  not  a  true  Pefti- 
lence« 
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AND  the  Conjecture  that  a  Sicknefs  a- 
mongft  Cattle  is  transferrable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation;  but  to  remove  vthis 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  amongft  Cattle,  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caule,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
amongfl:  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  allb 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  humane  Species ; 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poifon,  and 
a  milder  may  taint  the  Herbage, 

than  that  which  is  fufficient  to  deffroy 
the  firmer  Conftitution  of  Animals ;  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverfity  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Conftitutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 
I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Peffilence  amongft  Cattle  from  a  private 
Caufe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 
Wdght  vnth  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horfe,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  of  fome  common 
Diftemper,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was, 
and  finding  certain  peftilential  Johns  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Mafter  and  the  Fa¬ 
mily  foon  died  of  the  Infeftion ;  which 

yet 
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I  yet  went  no  further  than  that  Family,  but 
I  expired  with  them. 


I 


! 

I 

1 

1 

I 


I 


Curing  the  late  Plague  likewife  at 
London^  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  found  his  Horfe  of  a  fudden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  poilible  the  Caufe  of 
lb  hidden  a  Change  ^  when  the  good  Man, 
upon  Receipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  lick,  and  died  in  two 
Days  Time. 


BUT  thele  and  the  like  Inftances  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  Conftitutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgafms,  wherein  the  Juices  and  Animal 
‘Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Diftemperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverhty  of  Putrefaction,  goes  into  Corru¬ 
ption*  but  the  forementioned  Tranlplan- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predifpolition  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,  as  its  Caule  is  not 
s;eneraL 


MORE- 


moreover,  althcwgji , ; the  Intern* 
perature  '  of  the  Year,  fiidden  Change  of 
Air,  Suppreilion  of  ufuai  Evacuation,- rDR 
minution  of  Perfpiration,  ©r^nkermefSjVye^ 
nery,  and.  Paffions  of  the  Miiid,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  juftly  rec'lconed.^.a^ 
'mongd  the  reitiote  Caiifes  of  a '  Pediiei^e 
yet  ^  they  regard  rather  the-  Invafioii  of  if, 
than  its  Origin*,  but  of  this  we  ihall  'iay 
more  hereafter;  ,  As  to  the  abovementioned 

V 

Paiiions,  it  is  almod  incredible  how  fome, 
at  the  Height  of  the  Inheftion,  would  from 
a  very  flight  Caufe  kindle  into*  the  utmod 
Rage,  aiid  rave  at  one  another  like'  meer 
Scolds,  untib  Death  parted  .their  Conten* 
tions*  f'- 

K  O  R  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  lefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  Iiifeftion,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  •  Suppreiliiig  the  natural  Heat,  breaks 
ing  the  Gonditution,  and  Promoting  Malig¬ 
nity;  We  have  manifold  Indances  of  this 
kind  in  Readinefs  ^  but  if,  as  fome  do,  we 
fhoiiid  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
would  be  quite  tired  with  needlefs  Stories. 


BUT 
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BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  a:dd 
a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Tranflation 
’  of  a  Peflilence  from  an  hot  Country  to  se 
I  cold  one  ;  for  according  to  the  different 
.  Erffefirs  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  one  atte- 
t  nuating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condenling 
1  and- conftipating,  ,  the  peftilentiai  Venom  is 
I  firangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
I  fo  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
I  befaid:  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
(  digioufly  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 
I  more  fubtile  than  even  the  Air  it  felf- 
though  the  fame  in  the  Northern  Countries 
!  is  more  reftrained,  and  confined  in  Fall:- 
(  nelTes  it  cannot  efcape  from  ;  and  from  hence 
j  the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  fo 
1  much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
different  Climates,  which  would  be  too  te¬ 
dious  for  us  here-  to  go  into. 

' 

i 

j  T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  our  Bufi- 
j  nefs  y  the  fame  Affeftions  that  in  an  hot 
Count!  y  heat  the  Blood  and  other  fuices, 
fo  as  in  a  great  Meafure  to  put  them  into 
FufioUj  when  tr^nflated  into  the  contrary 
Extream  may  give  contrary  Properties  to 
the  fame  Fluids,  and  e  contra  ^  and  this 
might  be  demonhrated  by  innumerable 
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Experiments,  were  there  any  Doubt  aboiif 
it. 

I  T  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
firft  was  brought  fvom  jifrica^  or  jifidj  to^ 
Ho  Hand  j  and  from  thence  into  every 

one  may  eafily  conjetlure,  ^how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  muft  undergo  in-^^fuch  a  Travel, 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate,  into  a  moift 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Na¬ 
ture,  as  from  'the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  Infection,  and  Series  of 
Symptoms :  But  this  Variation  would’  be 
mof  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  pefilential  Semmium^  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thofe 
\ 

which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them: 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No¬ 
tice,  for  in  Holland^  where  the  Scurvy  ex^ 

treamly  reigns,  and  therefore,  for  Reafons 

■*> 

before  given,  molt  liable  to  a  peRilendai 
Infedioin  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag- 
gravated  Scurvy^  as  fhall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  of  the  famous 
lurcher^  about  animated  Worms,  I  muft 
confefs  I  never  could  come  at  any  fuch 

Dif 
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I  Dlfcoveij  with  the  Help  of  the  beft 
I  iior  ever  found  the  fame  difcovered  by'  any 
other  •  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  Ifland 
we  are  not  fb  fharp-iighted  as  in  the  fe- 
rene  Air  Of  /ta/j  ;  and  with  Subrniilioii  to 
io  great  a  Name,  it  feems  to  me  very 
I  difconfbnant  to  Reafbn,  that  ftich  a  peflh 
j  lential  Seminium^  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 

I  and  poifonous  Nature,  fhould  produce  a 
living  Creature. 

^  A  S  in  putrid  Fevers,  fb  in  a  Peftilence| 
Malignity  is  a  Dehroyer  of  Infers,  and 
frightens  them  away  as  it  were^  alive,  fb 
far  IS  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them;  in¬ 
deed  in  fome  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can¬ 
cers,  and  in  the  Blood  of  fome  People^ 
fbmetimes  ammalcula  are  found ;  but  this  is 
rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  ElfefI:  of 
fome  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,  than 
the  Produce  of  any  Poifon ;  and  therefore 
they  are  not  to  be  accounted  amongfi:  thb 
Caufes  of  a  Pehilence. 


i 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  primary  Seat  of  a  Peflilence  ;  where ^ 
hy  the  Waj^  is  confih%ed^  the  Nature  of 
the  SfiritSy  and,  their  Infection  in  an 
humane  Body  from  Poifon. 

IN  Order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Con- 
troverfies  about  the  Seat  of  a  Peftilence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmly  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
of  Life  and  Death,  fome  the  Brain,  and 
others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  neceffary  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Refidence  of  the  pehiiential  Semi- 
mum:  Since  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Aura^  according  to^  Hyfothefis^  is  very 
fiibtile  and  Ipirituous,  for  that  Reafon  there 
miift  neceffarily  be  Ibme  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it  ^  as  therefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  Subjed  more  appo- 
fite,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  we  muft  fix  its  Refidence  there. 
But  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  what  Objeftions 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  fome  Per- 
fons,  who  may  not  conceive  how  an  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  InfeO:ion  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera^  and  all  Parts  of 
the  Bod^j  it  will  be  neceffaiy  to  go  thro’ 
this  Matter  in  a  veiy  particular  Manner^  by 
enquiring  •  p 

FTRS%  What  are  the  Spirits  concern^ 
ing  which  we  are  here  fpeaking  ? 

SECO  NDLTy  What  is  that  Difpofition 
of  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
the  pefiilential  Impreilion  ?  And^ 

Third  After  what  Manner  thi 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affe£i:  the  whole  Body 
with  Diforders? 

T  O  this  Purpofe  we  mull:  know,  that 
the  Spirits  are  the  molt  thin  and  lub- 
tile  Particles  Of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  raifed  to  the  utmoll:  Perfeftion  and 
Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
nitro -aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  of 
the  animal  O  Economy. 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated  is  the  Chyle  ^  and  their  ReEaura- 
tion,  Confirmation^  and  Vigour^  are  from  the 
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Recruits  of  Food ;  as  is  their  Languor,  Pro- 

hration,  and  utter  Extinfliion,  from  the 

Want  of  it;  ib  that  howibever  they  were 

hrfl:  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 

their  Confervation  and  Viti^ity  to  the  Nou- 

« 

rijhment  continually  brought  in;  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfe£t  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that^  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  a£i:  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recrementicious 
State,  into  a  noble  Juice,  or  rich  Ipiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Charafler :  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
is  a  daily  Wahe  of  Spirits,  yet  there  is  no 
Want,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more;  in- 
fomuch  that  after  a  due  Conftitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themfelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
Light  is  kindled  by  another,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  felf  is  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

I  T  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofs  Origin,  ffiould  be  railed  to  fo  great 
Volatility  and  Finenefs  ;  but  this  is  very 
,  certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 
the  moE  perieT  Manner,  they  exceed  even 

the 
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the  Light  and  Aftivity  of  the  Sun-Beams, 
and  the  brighter  and  more  active  they  are, 
the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 
in  the  O Economy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 


IT  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire, 
what  Quantity  of  Spirit  is  neceflary  for 
the  Confer  vat  ion  and  Support  of  an  humane 
Body,  fo  that  we  do  but  know  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
or  lefs  perfe£i:3  according  to  the  greater  or 
ieffer  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  prodii^ive 
Juices. 


BUT  I  muE  here  acknowledge  my  lelf 
diffident  in  that  Opinloq  of  the  Spirits  be¬ 
ing  prepared  of  a  different  Natp re  for  par¬ 
ticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Inffuen- 
ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Redi- 
tude,  or  Confent  of  the  Veffeis,  they  are 
by  a  voluntary  AO:  determined  the  fame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part :  Which 
is  manifeft  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflu¬ 
ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part  ^  I  have  there¬ 
fore  no  Notion  of  a  continued  Emanation 
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of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fuch  Occafions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senfation  upon  the  af» 
feded  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where 
they  are  elaborated. 


SECO  N D  LTy  It  fome times  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity  ^  as  aifo  at  others,  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmoid 
Maturity,  whereby  they  lie  more  open  to 
foreign  Impreiiipns  of  Diftemperature. 

BUT  when  the  Juices,  or  common 
Promptuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per- 
feel  in  kind,  it  is  impoiiible  that  Spirits 
ihould  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerable 
Perfeflion  ^  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  waili  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expefl  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle  ^ 
although  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits  ^  as  from  too 
great  an  Heat  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfe£l 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  cauling  an  Intermixture  of 
Crudities^  and  again,  although  the  Spirits 
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j  are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  run  into 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occafion  of 
I  many  Diforders :  But  what  is  moft  to  the 
\  Purpofe,  they  may  fometimes  alfo  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreilions. 


:  AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Fropenfity  of 

i  the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilential  Taint, 

:  is  manifeh  from  tlieir  fiery,  or  rather  faline 

1  Nature  ^  and  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attrafl  the  contagious  than 

j  Bodies  rnore  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
I  thele  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 

I  and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 

I  peflilentiai  they  not  only  are  fitted 

to  receive,  but  even  attrad  it,  and  pro- 
I  voke  it  into  Union*  as  the  Snuff  of  a  Can¬ 
dle  jufi:  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  far  off, 
will,  by  an  AiHiiity  of  Qualities,  be  foon 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  fome 
Diflance  *,  and  how  much  foever  the  poi- 
fonous  Qualities  of  the  peflilentiai  Effluvm 
may  be  deflruflive  to  the  animal  Spirits, 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than 
that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily  impreffed 
upon  them. 


F  4 


AFTER 


} 


71 


Of  the  primary  Seat 


AFTER  the  peEilential  Poifon  is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impoHibie  to 
exprefs  the  fata T  Confequences,  and  the 
cruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 
O Economy  *  for  the  lame  Inllruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  ufelefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 
Conhitiition,  nor  detend  it  againE  the 
Contagion. 

t  THIJRDLYy  Having  briefly  pafled  over 
thefe  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  Ihew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  difordered  by  this  pefliiential  Invafloii” 
and  in  Order  to  this,  I  know  not  a  more 
fatal  Circumftance  in  Nature,  than  to  have 
the  very  Guards  and  tutelary  Prefervers  of 
Life  turn,  as  it  were,  Delerters  and  Be¬ 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
feft,  than  that  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  leveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foon 
as  the  peflilential  Taint  takes  Place  ^  for 
immediately  upon  the  firfl:  Seizure,  the 
whole  Effort  of  Nature,  as  Rome  when 
Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recollected 
agaiiilt  the  Enemy,  as  leniible  that  all  is 
at  Stake,  but  being  unequal  to  the  ConfliT, 

they' 
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they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav¬ 
ing  the  whole  Body  defenceleis.  Hence 
the  Infe£lion  runs  through  ail  the  Blood, 
whereby  the  tleart  and  Lungs  are  princiT 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  follows  fuch  a  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the 
whole  nervous  Syffem  is  difturbed,.  the  burn¬ 
ing  Heat  of  the  Pancreas  produces  the  nioft 
extream  Sicknefs  ^  and  hence  follows,  fucli 
a  Depravation  of  the  whole  Machine,  that 
all  the  vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  aO:,  and 
Death  clofes  the  fatal  Scene, 

BUT  I  '  do  not  at  all  fee  how  fuch  a 
noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  Ihould  be  firif 
affeded  by  any  particular  fpecifick  Qua¬ 
lity  in  the  Poifon  of  a  Plague,  more 
than  any  other  •  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
ful,  as  fome  would  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  ^  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  hrf:  to  be  aifeHed  chiefy  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  VeiTels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  ar¬ 
rive  ^thither  ;  concerning  which  we  Ihall 
have  Occafion  to  fay  more  under  that 
Head  of  Symptoms. 


UPON 


74 


Of  the  primary  Seat 


UPON  the  flrong,  prefumptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  pehileiatial  Poifon  chiefly 
refldes  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  the  Weaknefs  of  thole,  who  ex¬ 
pert  to  deted  its  Nature  and  Caule  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  Difle^lion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumftances  t 
For  a  very  noted  Perfon,  and  one  of  ex- 
quiflte  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  him- 
felf  at  laid  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
aiErmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  laid  Peidilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Tlexm 
Chorouksy  towards  the  Cerehellumy  becaufe  he 
had  found  a  fmall  Veflcle  there*  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  Tohns  of  Infeftion*  o- 
thers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  tume¬ 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were  to  a  Coal  • 
whereas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are  only 
fo  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the  Spirits 
and  the  InfeO:ion  contend  it  with  each  other; 
Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly  conflders 
thefe  Things,  wonder,  that  fuch  Marks  *of 
Devaflation  fhould  every  where  be  left  by 
fo  cruel  an  Enemy. 

THEREFORE,  although  it  Ihould 
be  granted  that  the  moid  obvious  and  open 
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;  Tokens  of  a  Peflilence  are  from  a  fpiritual 
^  and  an  invifible  Caufe,  and  whofe  EfFefts 
{  may  perhaps  fometimes  be  laid  open  to 
]  Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  difcourage 
I  anatomical  DiiTedHons  as  a  neediefs  Trouble, 

;  for  by  liich  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
!  from  the  Reproach  of  Conjef-lrure ;  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
■j '  deftroyed  by  fuch  fubtile  A  gents  as  here  fpoke 
j  of^  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
j  from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  * 
and  thole  who  have  been  moh:  knowing  in 
i  the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
j  Spirits,  very  well  can  direfb  how  to  re- 
i  cover  thofe  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 

i  ^ 

I 

Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
fhereunto. 

AND  I.alfly,  to  conclude  this  Doffrine 
^concerning  the  Spirits  Infeftion,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
the  Intention  of  Cure  *,  for  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  by.  more  than  a  thoufand  Inflances, 
that  the  more  Cardiack  and  jilexifharmkk 
Medicines  are  lubtle  and  fpirituous,  the 
more  certainly  do  they  ^.encounter  the  pe- 
hilential  Poifoii  with  Succels  •  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  thofe  Medicines  which  are 
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eourfer  and  flower  of  Exertion,  do  little 
or  no  Good.  But  this  vve  refer  to  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  hereafter  in  another  Sedion. 

SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Complication  of  i  F  eft  Hence  with 
other  DiftemperSj  and  particularly  with 
the  Scurvy. 

A  S  the  Pehilence  is  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  other  Diifempers,  fo  it  ,alfo 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
all  others-  fo  that  it,  does  not  more  ex¬ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipathy 
to  Nature,  than  it  alTerts  a  Prerogative 
over  all  thofe  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fubjefled  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Affiftance  in  exereifing  its 
cruel  Power  over  Mankind. 

THIS  AfTertioii  might  be  fupported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Inhances,  .if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  of  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time-  for  which  Reafon  we  fhall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amongh  all  thole  Di- 
Eempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join  I 
their  Forces  with  this  moh  powerful  Ene- 
ibnie  feem  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar 
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1  lar  Fitnels  for  luch  a  Uniorij  from  a  corii- 
I  mon  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In- 

t  *  _  ■ 

]  feftion,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Poifbn. 

i 

j  ONE  of  the  Firft  of  this-Clafs  is  the 
i|  veiieieal  Oileafej  with  which  the  peftilen- 
I  tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
I  unite  it  felf  At  the  ftril  breaking  out  in- 
I  deed  of  the  laft  Sicknefs  it  was  giv'cii  out 
I  by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre- 
I  vioully  infea:ed  with  any  foul  Diftemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  fecured 
I  thereby  againE  the  peftilential  Taint;  but 
i  wicked  and  impious  was  the  Conlequeiice 
I  of  fuch  a  Suggellion ;  for  many  were 
?  hereby  encouraged  to  feek  the  moE  iafei- 
1  vious  and  filthy  Proftitutions,  on  purpofe  to 
I  be  fecur’d  by  one  previous  Infeftion  againft 
I  another :  But  befides  the  poifonous  Qua- 
I  lity  peculiar  to  tihis  nafty  Difeafe,  befides 
I  that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
I  it,  and  befides  a  loli  Force  of  the  Coii- 
I  Eitution  thereby,  the  greateft  Aggravation 
to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againfi:  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at- 
traded  by  it ;  fo  that  the  rafh  Adventurer 
was  foon  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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under  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firfi 
Stroke  ^  and  it  was  common  to  find  the 
venereal  Buboes,  a  very  eafy  Tranfition^ 
changed  into  peflilential  Carbuncles,  except 
in  a  few  Inftailces  where  Nature  found  out 
an  uncommon  Artifice  againfi:  thefe  united 
Powers,  by  endeavouring  an  If  jedment  of  ' 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where¬ 
by  ibmetimes  the  Patient  was  brought  hitd 
fome  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the  Poifons 
being  in  a  great  Meafure  caft  oL  together 
that  Way. 

BUT  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
/ 

to  admonifh  the  young  Phyficians  not  to 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circiimftance  ^  unlefs  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Empirick, 
who  crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  railed  an  untimely  Spitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 
Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Praftice 
might  have  been,  though  with  Difficulty, 
laved. 

YET  to  fet  this  whole  Affair  in  a 
dear  Light,  there  .is  great  Reafon  to 
fufpeT,  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
for  fome  ^Fime  remained  in  the  Body,  which, 

like 
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like  a  Snake  in  the  Grafs,  being  raifed  by 
i  the  Peftilentiai  Infedion,  flew  up  into  a 

I  Salivation;  for  the  febrile  Heat,  alfliled 

i  with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature 
j  throw  up  the  Mercury^  which  had  long  lain 

j  quiet  like  a  Sublimation ;  which  Ihould 

be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phylici- 
ans,  but  thofe  of  more  handing  in  Praflice 
-  not  to  be  fo  bufle  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
I  Tons,  as  they  are  too  much  apt  to  be ; 

leaf!:,  befldes  the  Inconveniencies  already 
i  mentioned,  they  caufe  malignant  Ulcers, 
andRotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
j  commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  irregular 
Praaice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of  the 
Patients. 

I  am  not  however  ignorant  that  fometimes 
the  Pefliilential  Venom  may  tumifie  the  fa- 
‘  lival  Glands  •  without  any  other  Afliftance 
and  occafion  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth  as  with 
Mercury  ;  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe  in  many 
I  malignant  Fevers. 


.BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
Peflilential  and  venereal  Poiions  may  inti- 
inately  join  together  by  tlieir  AIEnity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 

of 
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of  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  Proofs 
to  confirm  it  ^  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poifon  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefii- 
leiice  in  Drynefs,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms 
and  Aliedions  of  both  dilcover  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fomewhat  faline  5 
but  yet  if  this  ihould  not  be  granted^ 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  toge¬ 
ther,  by  their  .own  Malignity,  and  Deftrudion 
to  humane  Nature. 

\  BUT  the  Afnnity  between  a  Peftilence 
and  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  fup- 
pofititious  Conjecliire,  but  hrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  ^  plain  Union  between  them,>' 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops  •, 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz.. 
a  faline  Principle  ^  as  is  mof  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,^  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranlplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  Turfy  to  Hoi- 
landj  where  their  Alliance  was  firf:  formed  y 
Or  whether  we  refieO:  upon  them  both  as 
Difempers  equally  epidemical^  which  when 
joined  make  iiich  cruel  Idavock  amon»  the 
human  Species  •,  as  neighbouring  Flames' 
catch  together  from  a  like  Affinity  of 
I  arts,  and  burn  with  united  Furyr 
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FOR  although  there  is  a  great  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  Salts  of  different  Kinds,  yet  there  is 
a  common  Property  amongil:  them  all^  that 
when  joined  together  they  cannot  hardly  by 
any  Means  poihble  be  afterwards  feparated, 
for  which  Reafon,  when  thele  two  Enemies 
of  Mankind  were  joined,  the  complicated 
Evil  was  at  fir  ft  cuftomarily  diftinguiihed  by 
the  ontlandijh  Scurvy ^  which  by  a  confederate 
Power  had  increafed  its  Malignity  to  fo  great 
a  Degree.  But  to  give  foihe  apparent  Fafts, 
which  irrefragably  prove  the  natural  Union 
between  thefe  two  Origins  of  Mifchief,it  may 
be  proper  to  recite  fome  Symptoms  common 
to  them  both,  and  firft  of  all  thofe  Spot^ 
which  were  their  certain  Gharaaerifticks. 

THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
fbmetimes  fo  numerous,  as  to  cover  all  the 
Body,  of  which  we  fhall  fay  more  hereafter  ^ 
and  if  we  confider  the  Appearances  and  Con¬ 
ditions  of  the  Spots  in  both,  we  fhall  find  a 
very  great  Agreement  ;  the  peftilential 
Spots  fometirnes  break  out  broad,  at  other 
Times  more  contraaed,  juft  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  as  it  happens  in  the  Scurvy  ^  and  as  to 
their  Duration,  fometirnes  they  are  longer 
Out,  than  at  others,  in  both  ^  now  alfo,  they 
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fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again  as  fuddenly 
turn  in,  and  fometimes  remain  out  for  two  or 
three  Days  together  ^  and  their  Likenefs  in- 
all  Refpeflrs  .is  frequently  fo  great,  that  a- 
mongfi:  the  ignorant  Nurfes  and  Empiricks,. 
fometimes  the  fatal  Tokens  of  a  Peftilence 
have  been  mihaken  only  for  Scurvy  Spots : 
As  to  their  Colour  in  a  Plague,  as  well  as  in 
a  Scurvy^  they  are  fometimes  florid,  refembling 
freili  Flea-Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  li¬ 
vid  ;  and  I  met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth 
refembling  Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over 
the  Body  ^  and  in  fonie  I  have  feen  them  al- 
moh  quite  black,  which  are  with  great  DiiF- 
culty  to  be  dihinguifhed  from  the  true  pehi- 
lential  Tokens. 

THERE  are  other  Symptoms  alfo  that 
denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fuch  as  large 
Stools  of  a  faline  and  fetid  Nature,  and  which 
are  with  great  Difficulty  refirained  by  the 
inoft  powerful  Medicines  ;  but  if  fuch  a  Flux 
continues,  it  threatens  irretrievable  Injuries, 
as  Corrofion,  Infiammation,  and  fometimes  e- 
Teii  Sphacelation  of  the  Bowels,  with  intole¬ 
rable  Gripings,  and  fometimes  Lofs  of  Blood : 
Furthermore,  the  Agreement  that  there  is  be¬ 
tween  the  Dicers  and  Tumours  of  both,  evi¬ 
dently  denionfirate  the  Affinity  of  both  their 
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Origins,,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear 
in  that  Part  about  their  Cure. 

the  Peftilence  liJcewife  fliews  its  Affini¬ 
ty  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it  a 
Icoibutick  Habit,  even  where  a  Perfon  was 
not  given  to  it  in  the  ieaft  before ;  and  it  is 
not  indeed  at  all  ftrange,  that  after  fuch  Dif- 
orders,  and  Corruption  of  the  animal  Juices, 
and  fuch  an  Exhalation  or  Suffocation  of  fub- 
tile  and  fpirituous  Particles,  an  Habit  ihould 
be  confirmed,  that  can  be  removed  but  by  the 
moft  generous  Remedies,  and  the  moft  pow- 
erful  Antlfcorhutich. 

^  remains  now  briefly  to  enquire^  wbe- 
ther  a  Peftilence  coming  upon  another  Dih- 
eafe,  in  any  Inftances  proves  of  Service  ^  and 
this  I  fhall  difpatch  in  two  Pliffories  of  Cafes, 

one  in  a  Confumption,  and  the  other  in  the 
Ki?i£s^EviL 


^  A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fo  ema¬ 
ciated,  that  file  had  left  little  befides  Skin 
and  Bones,  and  taking  no  Nouriffirnent  for 
|i4  Days  together,  flie  was  given  over  as 
Igone  •  but  being  called  to  the  fame  Houfe  to 
ifee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had  the 
InfeHion,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Diftemper 
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feized,  that  Creature  almoh:  half-dead  before^ 
whom  alfo  I  then  attended  ^  but  ihe,  who 
juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  feemed  animated 
by  the  feverilh  Heat,  began  to  move  her 
Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of  Alexifharmkk 
Medicines,  although  before  fpeechlefs,  began 
to  complain  of  painful  Swellings  about  her  • 
but  thofe  Buboes,  which  I  fuppofe  would  o- 
therwile  have  broke  out,  for  want  of  Matter 
to  raife  them,  were  diilipated  by  Tranfpira- 
tion  ^  fb  that  hie  recovered,  and  in  about  two 
Weeks  alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftem- 
per,  and  gathered  Flefh  and  Strengths 

ANOTHER  Maid  of  about  16  Years 

4 

ol  Age  thad  been  fb  fcrophulotis  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated  Glands 
remain  after  all  poihble  Means  had  been  ufed 
to  dihipate  them.  She  at  laft  was  feized 
with  the  Conta  -:ion,  and  pehilential  Buboes 
rofe  upon  the  firumous  Gld-udsj  which  fuppu- 
rated,  and  let  out  a  great  Quantity  of  Filth  *, 
and  upon  her  Recovery  from  thence,  her  for¬ 
mer  Diftemper  was  quite  loft. 

SOME  gouty  Perfons  likewife,  and  others 
accuitomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints^ 
were,  by  a  lucky  Conjunction  with  this  In- 
feCliOD-  quite  reftored :  and  indeed  moft  who 
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1;  were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and  per- 
j  fcaiy  recovered  of  it,  were  afterwards,  in  ma- 
S  ny  RefpeSs,  better  in  their  Health  than  be- 
i  fore  ;  fo  th.at|his  terrible  Enemy,  as  it  was 
I  commonly  fatal,  fo  it  alfo  fometimes  proved 
i  a  Remedy.  And  thus  much  for  the  Compli- 
j  cation  of  the  Peftilence  with  _other  Diftem- 
I  pers.  lhall  now  proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 

i  S  E  C  T  I  O  N  V. 

Of  the  manifefi  Signs  of  the  late  PefliUnte. 

i 

i  > 

IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Defign  here, 
to  enumerate  all  the  Appearances  that 
j  belong  to  a  peftilential  Conftitution,  becaufe  a 
I  great  deal  may  be  afcribed  to  Phantafie  and 
I  Conjedure,  as  the  Influence  of  Comets,  and 
t  the  Conjundions  of  Planets,  with  others  of 
I  like  Nature :  For  what  ftrange  Notions 
1  have  been  broached  concerning  this  Contagion, 
which  was  imported  to  us  from  Abroad? 
Are  the  Tails  of  Comets  always  armed  with 
peftilcntial  Arrows  ?  Or  is  the  Air  the 
I  more  impure  and  unhealthful  ?  Had  we  any 
I  Famine  before  the  lafl;  Sicknefs  ?  Or  had  we 
porteotious  fwarms  of  Infeds  like  Clouds  o- 
ver  us  ?  No,  jnfl  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obferved  j  all  Things  from  Nature  wer^ 

G  3  pro- 


86  Of  the  manifefl  Signs 

promilirig  and  ferene,  and  this  Deftroyer  in¬ 
vaded  os  on  a  fudden  from  ftrange  Countries  ^ 
it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage  to  our  De- 
iign  here,  to  take  all  its  concomitant  Signs 
from  its  manifeil  Effeds. 

AND  indeed  there  are  not  many  peculiar 
to  a  peltiiential  Fever,  as  that  is  chiefly  a 
Col]edion,or  an  Epitome  of  all  other  Fevers 
together,  which  in  fucha  Confederacy  are  not 
therefore  without  a  tedious  Work  to  be  enu¬ 
merated  in  all  their  Affedions  ^  I  lhall  there¬ 
fore  fatisfie  my  felf  with  defcribing  fuch  on¬ 
ly  which  are  moft  obvious  to  common  Obfer- 
vation,  and  are  met  with  in  moft  infeded  Per- 
fons :  and  thefe,  for  Method  fake,  I  fliall  di- 
ftribute  into  two  Clafles. 

F  J R  ST^  The  manifeft  Signs  of  Infedtion. 

SECOND  LTj  The  Appearances  after 
Infedficn, 

BUT  hereunto  I  think  it  neceflary  to  pre- 
mlfe,  that  a  Peftilence  puts  on  fometimes  one, 
and  at  others,  another  Appearance,  and  fome- 
tinies  even  contrary  ones,  according  to  the 
Cooftitution  or  Age  of  the  Patient,  the  Sea- 
foii  of  the  Year,  prefent  or  preceding  Di- 

ftempers, 
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Hempers^  a  faulty  Way  of  Living,  and  the 
j  different  Means  of  Communication,  both  v?ith 

Refpea  to  Virulence  and  Degree. 

I 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  firll  Clafi  are 
i  Horror,  Vomiting,  Delirium,  Diz:z;inefs, 
Head-ach,  and  Stupefadion. 

I 

!  OF  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pal¬ 
pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Nofe,  and 
I  a  great  Heat  about  the  Precordia. 

j 

I  THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  Peftilence, 

I  are  thofe  Puftules  which  the  common  People 
I  call  Blains^  Buboes,  Carbuncles,  Spots,  and 
I  thofe  Marks  called  T'okens  *  of  ail  which 
1  diitincftly. 

i 

I  _  I  do  not  know  indeed  throughont  the  whole 
Compafs  of  Nature  (as  before  it  hath  been 
frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo  ftbtileas  the 
peftilential  Poifon,  and  what  will  penetrate 
the  Body  with  fomuch  Swiftnefs  and  Secrecy, 
infomuch  that  it  is  not  perceived  fometimes 
till  long  after  its  Entrance ;  what  therefore 
is  commonly  laid  of  its  fenfible  Attack,  and 
that  the  Infefled  feel  its  firft  Jnfult  as  from  a 
fedclen  Blow,  is  more  the  EfTeft  of  a  deluded 
imagination  and  Conjecture,  than  any  folid 
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Judgment  as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  ftrange  Conceits  cut  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  amongft 
them  is  vei*y  difficult  to  erace. 

.1 

WHEN  therefore  fucb  a  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  commoa 
in  the  late  Sicknefs,  concerning  the  foremen- 
tioned  Manner  of  Infedion,  it  is  no  great 
Wonder  that  others  likewife  in  general  go  in¬ 
to  the  Error,  and  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  unmerciful  Deflroyer  makes  its  Seizure 
in  this  violent  Way,  and  therefrom  wait  for 
it  as  for  a  fuddeu  Stroke, 

i 

ALTHOUGH  I  am  not  infenfible,  that 
fome  may  have  thus  perceived  its  hrft  Im- 
preffion,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful  and  filthy 
Smells  •,  for  the  peftilential  Seminlum^  (as 
before  obferved)  when  it  incorporates  with 
other  Bodies  that  are  grofs,  fat,  and  vifcicj, 
may  flrike  the  Organs  of  Senfation  very  mani- 
feltly  at  its  firil  Entrance, 

AFTER  the  peililential  have 

thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are  over¬ 
come,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and  other  a- 
nimal  Juices,  partake  of  the  Difiorder  •,  from 
whence  proceed  Struggles  not  to  be  born,  and 
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a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of  whicli  quaking  or 
Ih udder ing  is  the  chief,  all  of  a  fudden,  with¬ 
out  any  manifeft  Caufe. 

THIS  Symptome  owes  its  Origin  to  the 
Conflidt  of  Nature  with  the  infufed  Malignity^ 
whofe  Efforts  of  Reliftance  excite  a  Senfe  of 
Cold  from  the  peftileotial  Seminium  \  after  v 
the  fame  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon  the 
Tongue  excites  the  fame  Senfation  ,  it  is  al- 
fo  to  be  fufpeded  that  this  Rigor  may  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poifonous  Effluvia  of . 
extinguilhing  the  native  Heat :  And  the  Spaf- 
modick  Affedions  of  the  Nerves  proceed  from 
fait,  fharp,  malignant,  and  heterogeneous  Par¬ 
ticles  rufhing  into  the  fenlible  Fibres,  and 
vellicating  them  into  involuntary  Motions  and 
Twitchings. 

THE  greatefl:  Part  indeed  of  the  Infeded 
perceived  this  Horror,  but  fome  of  them 
more  vehemently  than  others  *,  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confeqoent  De¬ 
generation  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  ^  al¬ 
though  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of  the 
peftilential  Taint  took  Place  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  different  Degrees  of  Strength 
and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  refift  it. 
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IT  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquifite 
Contexture  of  the  nervous  Syftenijand  the  A- 
greeraent  and  Confent  of  one  Part  with  ano- 
therj  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Perfeftion 
of  the  Animal  Spirits,  fet  as  Guards  over  fuch 
fenfibie  Parts,  could  not  but  be  afFeded  with 
the  Apprehenfions  of  Mifchief,  and  fhake  and 
tremble^  and  ufe  their  Efforts  to  throw  off  the 
Danger  •  and  indeed  I  take  it  further  to  be 
probable,  that  the  peftiiential  Poifon  might 
be  Ihook  by  fuch  Means  out  of  the  Nerves  into 
the  Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tention,  Trem¬ 
bling,  Vellication,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thcfe  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 
malignant  Fevers.. 

THE  Duration  alfo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went  off 
fometimes  fooner,  and  at  others  later  ^  fome- 
times  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others,  not  till 
four  or  five  Hours which  difference!  con- 
jedure  owing  to  the  Quantity  and  Intenfenefs 
of  the  Malignity,  as  to  the  greater  or  leffer 
Struggles  of  Nature  to  refill  it. 

A  S  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid  to 
terminate,  for  the  moil  commonly  a  Naufe- 
oufnefs  and  Reaching  fucceedcd,  from  whence 

there 
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there  was  fuch  an  exccffive  Loathing  of  Food, 
that  even  the  Mention  of  it  was  irkfome  ;  a 
certain  afid  infallible  Sign  of  Seizure. 

BESIDES  the  Naufeoiifnefs  and  Loath- 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vomi¬ 
tings,  occafioned  by  the  poifonoos  Quality  of 
the  Peililence  irritating  and  fubvertiog  the 
Stomach,  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous 
Coats,  being  endewed  with  an  exquilite  Senfe, 
endeavours  to  throw  off  any  Thing  offen five 
and  corrofive  with  the  iitnioft  Efforts,  and 
prevent  thefaline,  peftilential  Venom,  if  pof- 
fibie,  from  taking  Place  ;  infomuch,  that  no¬ 
thing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the  Stomach, 
by  this  fine  Contrivance  of  Nature,  is  ready 
alfo  to  throw  off  any  other  Thing  difagree- 
able  to  it,  as  well  as  the  Poifbn  we  are  here 
fpeaking  of. 

SOME  endure  hereby  fuch  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  beaf- 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  foever 
repeated,  and  fometimes  the  Reachinu;  conti- 
nues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  is  too  far 
fpent  to  throw  any  Thing  up,  whereby  the 
Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the  peftilential 
Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the  Coufti- 
tution. 


ft 
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after  the  principal  Load  of  Ha- 
Hiours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a  very 
frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Yeft,  follows, 
that  in  its  Colour  is  greenifli,  and  fometimes 
fo  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot  endure  the 
Room  without  holding  his  Nofe*,  fuch  is  the 
prodigious  Putrefadion  and  Malignity  in  fome 
of  thefe  Cafes. 

but  where  the  Ufeof  Medicines,  other- 
wife  efFedual  to  flop  the  moft  obflinate  Vo¬ 
miting,  proves  ineffectual,  and  there  follows 
a  great  Thiift  and  Heat,  it  gives  ffrong  Su- 
fpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Stomach,  and 
immediate  Death,  fo  that  the  infedted  as  it 
were  vomit  up  their  Souls,  which  (if  we  be¬ 
lieve  Hehmnt)  have  their  Refidence  there  , 
but  this  will  be  further  fpoke  of  in  the  Prog- 
nollicks. 

BUT  before  I  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health  of  my  Coaotry,  and  the  Concern  of 
pofterity,  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Pradice  of  Empiricks  of  all  Or¬ 
ders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Ciiftom  to  give 
E?netkks  *,  for  certainly  many  were  deftroyed 
by  this  Pradice,  the  convullive  Reachings  to 
vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Poffibility  to 
)  bear 
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bear  it.  And  truly  the  beft  Deliberation  and 
Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in  fuch  Exigencies, 
where  I  happened  to  be  called,  was  but  ot 
little  EfFed;  and  after  Adminiftration  of  the 
beft  Medicines  that  the  Rules  of  Phyfick 
could  invent,  Things  generally  grew  worfe ; 
which  made  it  appear  as  impoffible  to  reSifie 
a  ralh  and  fatal  Error  in  the  Condudf  of  a  vi¬ 
olent  Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  Engagement ;  but  of  this  we  fhall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter.  ' 

Y  E  T  to  fatisfie  any  inquifitive  Perfon  how 
this  primary  Affeftion  of  the  Stomach  does 
arife,  and  through  what  Paflages  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  nothing  is  more  plain  than  that 
the  peftilential  not  only  enter  at 

the  larger  Paflages,  but  alfo  through  the  Pores 
ofthe  Skin,  even  to  the  whole  nervous  Syftem 
from  whence  they  are  communicated  to  all 
other  Parts  i  for  this  is  peculiar  to  the 
Nerves,  that  they  not  only  convey  the  firft 
Imprefllon  to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Con- 
fent  with  all  Parts,  but  alfo  when  that  is  af¬ 
ter  any  Manner  whatfoever  affeded,  they  com- 
municatb  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit. 


SOME- 
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SOMETIMES  the  peftikntial  Aura. 
is  mixed  with  the  Food,  and  fwallowed  there¬ 
with,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  being  digefted  and  dilTolved,  lets  out 
the  imprifoned  Venom  to  vellicate  the  Fibres 
into  Reachings  and  convullive  Motions  :  And 
to  put  this  altogether  out  of  Difpute,  1  have 
often  obferved  Perfons  immediately  to  fall 
lick  from  a  State  of  peifed  Health  after  eat¬ 
ing,  and  to  throw  up  their  Food,  in  other  Re- 
fpeds  good  and  wholfonie,  as  fbniewhat  cor¬ 
rupted  and  poifonous. 

VOMITING  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 
Scents,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  fetid,  as  fuch 
as  are  contrary,  by  fome  particular  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  the  Nature  and  Gonititution  of  the 
Patient*,  and  this  1  conjecture  happens  from 
the  Harmony  and  Gonfeni  of  the  Organs  of 
Smelling  with  the  Coats  of  the  Stomach,  in- 
fornuch  that  the  Stomach  immediately  per¬ 
ceives  any  Thing  that  ungratefully  flrikes  the 
Nofe,  and  rifes  up  againfi:  it.  la  the  mean 
Time  I  w^ould  however  tranilently  make  this 
one  Remark,  that  as  in  many  Cafes  the  Ad- 
miniftrationof  Emetickswas  pernicious,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  Evacuation  of  the  firil:  Piftrefadi- 
011  at  Stpoiacb,  might  not  be  much  better 
encouraged  upw'ards  by  Scents  ^  as,  on  the 
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contrary,  the  Reacbings  at  Stomach  are  fome- 
times  allayed  by  like  Means,  as  by  the  Smell 
of  Vinegar,  Ido  confefs,  that  this  is  a 
Praftice  I  cannot  attefl:  the  Succefs  of  by  Ex¬ 
perience,  yet  it  is  not  unworthy  a  rational 
Phyfician  to  attempt  it. 

ALL  the  Sick  likewife  quickly  after  Sei¬ 
zure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  about 
the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  confined  by 
Force  ^  when  fome  tired  with  Rambling^ 
on  Increafe  of  their  Difteniper,  would  fall 
down,  ignorant  of  their  Condition,  or  where 
they  were  •,  and  laftly,  to  repeat  what  hath 
been  already  remarked,  that  fad  Calamity 
feemed  to  have  complicated  in  its  Produdi- 
on  every  Thing  of  a  poifbnous  and  a  deftroy- 
ing  Nature. 

MANY  were  feized  with  a  Vertigo^ 
w^bich,  without  any  Motion  of  external  Ob- 
|eds,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to  turn 
round  r  Without  doubt  the  Brain  grievouOy 
fulFered  from  the  pefiilential  Taint,  not  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  the  Spirits  ufed  to  be  clouded,  but 
that  all  Things  were  done  as  if  in  Sleep, 
which  might  arife  from  the  inflammatory, 
caullick,  ,aod  narcotick  Nature  of  the  Vencm, 
and  the  Texture  and  Coofent  of  the  VeiTeis 

with 
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with  the  various  Difpofitions  of  the  Fluids* 
This  vertiginous  Difpolition  alfo,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  might  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordi¬ 
nate  and  irregular  Motions  of  the  Spirits. 

I 

A  great  many  likewife  much  complained 
of  a  Head-ach,  fo  vehement,  as  if  the  Parts 
would  have  flown  afunder,  a  Complaint 
the  moil  intolerable  of  all,  becaufe  it  conti¬ 
nued  without  any  Remiffion,  or  Intervals  ^ 
the  Enemy  never  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  on¬ 
ly  to  be  vanquilhed  by  the  Efforts  of  the 
Cooftitution,  and  appoiite  Medicines.  In¬ 
deed  nothing  was  more  plain,  than  that  the 
Meninges  were  ftimulated  by  the  faiine  Sp- 
cula  of  the  Contagion;  and  from  the  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela¬ 
tion  in  thofe  who  died,  there  is  a  ftrong  m 
Sufpicion  that  this  cruel,  Ihooting  Pain,  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  lafl:. 

IN  this  Clafs  of  Symptoms,  StupefaSi- 
on  is  alfo  to  be  ranked  ;  becaufe  from  the 
Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 
a  Coma^  and  flept  as  if  they  were  dozed, 
with  an  Opiate  *,  many  in  the  middle  of 
their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Con- 
verfation,  or  other  Engagements, (as  was 
before  taken  notice  of)  would  fuddenly, 

with- 


;  of  the  late  Tejl Hence. 

I  without  any  Reludance,  fall  into  profound, 
and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 

i 

i 

®  ^  i"  what  Means  this  Venom  does 
^  exert  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with  me 
lb  ready  to  be  accounted  for  ^  that  is  to  fay, 
j  whether  it  be  from  its  original  Semlmum  ?  Or 
i  from  its  Affinity  and  Complication  with  the 
;  Scurvy  ?  Or  from  its  predominant  Malignity 
1  and  Antipathy  ?  Or  from  an  Obftruaion  of 
^  Ciiciiiatiorij  or  Coagulation^  or  Extra vaiatioii 
of  Blood  ?  Or  laflly^  from  fonie  particular 
ImpreiTion  made  upon  the  Origin  of  the 
Nerves?  For  this  is  a  Difficulty  referved 
for  another  Hippocrates,  In  the  mean  while 
it  is  by  all  confeiTed^  that  by  fuch  Stupefa- 
aion  or  Sleeping,  the  peftiiential  Venoni 
becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
alfo  more  cruelly  aiheds  the  nervous  Syftem,, 
and  greatly  weakens  it. 

THE  firE  and  moE  confiderable  Symp^ 
tom  of  the  fecond  Clafs,  was  a  Fever,  which 
(as  was  before  laid)  was  a  conEant  Atten-* 
dant  upon  the  laE  PeEilence  ^  although  in¬ 
deed  the  Infeffion  feemed  to  kill  fome  before 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  could  rife  into 
I  Fermentation  •  wherefore  it  may  be  taken 
for  granted,  that  moE  Perfons  were  acco^ri- 
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panied  with  a  Fever.  But  this  Fever  indeed 
was  in  Ibme  very  low  and  concealed,  though 
in  others  it  appeared  openly^  and  he  muft 
be  but  little  acquainted  in  pliyhcal  Practice, 
who  hath  not  frequently  obferved,  that  in 
malignant  Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hard¬ 
ly  dilcernable,  being  accompanied  with  no 
Fleat,  no  Inequality  of  Pulfe,  and  no  Thirh:, 
although  lecretly  indicated  by  fome  other 
lurking  Symptoms  ^  and  the  Manner  in  which 
fuch  Patients  expire,  demonfcrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever- 
There  are  many  Circumhances  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceilion  to 
difcern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  'of  Tur- 
gefcency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  Defeft  or  Room  for  fuch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude,  and  degenerate, 
that  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow  hot  ^  or  becaufe  the  pehilential 
M^afmata  feem  at  their  firfl  Infinuation  ib 
friendly  to  the  Conhitution,  as  to  Rir  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Bloody  or 
from  its  cold  and  ftyptick  Quality,  retard¬ 
ing  or  fuppreiling  fuch  an  Agitation, 


W  H  E  R  E  F  O  R  E  no  Body  ihould  con- 
jeTine,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  all 
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xvhere  its  manifefl:  Symptoms  do  not  im^ 
Mediately  appear-,  but  it  moft  commonly 
liappened  otlierwife  during  the  late  Con^ 
tagion,  for  that  difcovered  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Prelence;  fuch  as  extream  In¬ 
quietude,  a  moft  intenfe  Heat  outwardly, 
attended  with  unquenchable  Thirfl:  within^ 
Drynefs,  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole- 
lable  Heat  of  the  Fr<tcordia,  and  all  other 
ufual  Concomitants  of  a  Fever’s  Acceffion. 

A  S  to  the  Fever’s  Exacerbations  and  Re-^ 
Miffions,  It  appeared  by  conflant  Experieifce 
that  fometimes  they  were  erratick  and 
changeable,  and  at  others  continued,  with¬ 
out  any  Intervals  ;  and  it  was  alfo  cuftomary 
to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly  remitted 
for  8,  10,  or  12  Hours.  The  Alternations 
.like wife  of  Heat  and  Cold  were  very  vari¬ 
ous,  and  with  fome  would  change  leveral 
Times  in  one  Hour,  and  with  others,  the 
Periods  would  be  at  much  greater  Dihances- 
fo  alfo  the  recurring  Acceffions  were  fome-’ 
times  milder,  and  at  others  more  fevere- 
Thole  who  with  great  Difficulty  went  through 
the  firll;  Paroxyfm,  could  bear  the  fecoiid  with 
Bale,  as  being  much  milder  ;  whereas  again 
the  third  or  fourth  Acceffion  would  be  with 
intolerable  Vehemence  and  Fury;  And  at 

H  ^  othar 
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other  Times  the  firft  Fit  would  be  gentle, 
and  the  fubfequent  very  fevere  and  intenfe 
and  truly  fuch  was  the  Uncertainty  and 
Difguife  of  this  inhdious  Enemy,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  prognofticated  of  its  Attacks 
or  Cruelty. 

B  U  T  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Reafon  for  fuch  Uncertainty  ^  'it  is 
to  be  enquired, 

FIRSTy  What  Caufe  can  be  alligned  for 
luch  and  uncertain  Return  of  the  Paroxyfms  ? 
And, 

S  F  CO  ND  LTy  What  Reafon  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when  the 
Fits  do  recur  ? 

CAN  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Diforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood,  and 
other  animal  juices,  by  that  faline  Semlnium 
ot  a  Pehilence,  which  we  have  already  de¬ 
fer!  bed  ?  The  uncertainty  then  of  fuch  Dif¬ 
orders  muft  regard  either  the  morbiftek  Ve¬ 
nom,  or  the  Nature  and  Motion  of  the  Fluids 
upon  which  it  operates:  The  morbihek  Ve¬ 
nom,  in  Proportion  to  its  Energy,  and  Dif- 

agreement 
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agreement  in  Figure,  irritates  Nature,  always 
ready  in  her  own  Prefervation  to  expel  the 
Enemy  •  but  when  her  Exertions  are  flow, 
or  imperfe£l,  or  quite  languid,  fuch  a  Depu¬ 
ration  is  not  obtained  •  but  upon  a  Remiffion 
of  the  Confli£l:,  there  is  Space  given  for  In¬ 
terval  •  and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the 
Nature  and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious 
Particles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  hrh:  Strug¬ 
gle  be  broke  and  fubdued,  but  after  fome 
Truce  infinuates  its  Virulence  further  into 
the  Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  Charaaerihicks  of  a  fatal  Peftilence. 

BUT  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
to  fubdue  and  throw  out  the  Euemy,  although 
their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuccefsful  ^  to 
difpatch  this  Z^atter  therefore  in  one 
Word,  as  the  Affimulation  and  perfea 
IVlixture  of  the  heterogeneous  Particles 
procures  a  Motion  regular  and  confor¬ 
mable  to  the  Blood,  lo  from  an  Inequa- 
lity  and  diffroportioriate  Mixture,  arifes 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation  ; 
fb  that  the  Realbn  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
thefe  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 
and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids  and  their  circulating  Veffels, 
and  not  fiom  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  of 
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Putrefaftion,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 

the  Ancients. 

AND  as  for  my  own  Part,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  any  one  fingle  Inflance 
amongfl:  the  infe£led,  find  the  leaft  Impreffi- 
ons  of  Corruption  in  the  Blood  ^  and  this 
even  thofe  Empiricks,  though  unwillingly, 
confefs,  who,  to  the  vah  Detriment  of  the 
Sick,  let  them  Blood  upon  fiich  a  Notion  • 
none  of  them  having  been  ever  able  to  diico" 
ver  any  Signs  of*  Corruption  in  their  Blood, 
which, as  confcious  of  it  lelf,  blufhed  for  their 
fatal  Miii:ake,andinthis  Diftemper  commonly 
appeared  more  florid  than  at  other  Times. 

T  H  4  T  the  Times  of  the  Paroxy  fms 
iliould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the  Ina¬ 
bility  of  the  Conhitution  to  hruggle  with  the 
peftilential  Venom  *  for  as  every  Fever  is  ac¬ 
counted  regular,  where  all  its  Changes  are  uiiF 
form  and  difiinS:,  by  Reafon  of  the  managable 
and  duftile  Difpofition  of  the  mlarbifick  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  fo,  on  the  contrary,!  where  the  pehi- 
lential  Mlafmata  uncertainly  exert  themfelves, 
and  excite  new  Commotions,  either  by  the 
Obhinacy  or  Afperity  of  their  Parts  not 
yielding  to  Comminution,there  a  Fever  returns 
with  iiiconhant  and  iinexpefled  Exacerba¬ 
tions  ; 
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tions  :  But  to  haften  to  the  fubfequent  Symp¬ 
toms. 

/  ■ 

although  fbme  (as  before  faid) 

I  were  buried  in  Sleepy  yet  others  fuifered 
I  by  a  very  different  Extream,  and  kept  con- 
i  tinually  waking,  infomuch  that  frequent 
1  Repetitions  of  the  mod:  efficacious  Opiates 
I  could  not  procure  the  leaE  Compofure’^ 
in  which  Cafe,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain  are  pricked  and 
vellicated  by  poifbnous  Spicula  ^  befides  which 
alfo  thofe  fbft,  dewy  Moifiures  upon  the 
'  Rtain,  neceffaiy  for  its  Relaxation  to  deep,  are 
I  diffipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning  Heat  of 
j  the  Fever ;  fb  that  the  Spirits  are,  as  it  were, 
fet  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations  railed,  not  to 
be  again  extinguiflied,  and  frequently  like- 
wife  Mortifications  of  the  Brain. 

BUT  the  mod:  remarkable  Symptoms  of 
this  Glafs,  IS  the  Palpitation  of  the  Hearts  ^ 
the  Ancients  conjeaur’d  that  Peflilential 
to  have  a  fpecifick  Contrariety  to  the  Nature 
of  that  Organ ;  and  it  miifl  be  confelTed  that 
in  the  late  Sicknefs  this  Complaint  was  very 
grievous  ^  but  yet  I  caii4iot  fee  how  this  Ve¬ 
nom  fliould  more  particularly  be  pointed 
againfl:  the  Heart,  than  any  other  of  the  F//- 
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fera,  uiilefs  in  Confideration  to  the  greater  Im- 
portance  of  its  Office  in  the  O Economy. 

AS  foon  as  the  fubtile  Poiion  of  a  Conta¬ 
gion  hath  infinuated  it  felf  into  the  Mafs  of 
Blood,  either  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin, 
or  other  more  open  Palfages,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  it  imprints  upon  it  very  malignant  Qua¬ 
lities,  which,  according  to  the  necelTary  Laws 
of  Circulation,  miih'  arrive  at  the  Heart  it 
felf,  and  affect  it  with  Unealiiiefs,  fo  that  its 
Palpitation  is  nothing  elfe  than  its  Strug¬ 
gles  to  throw  oif  what  is  Offenfive  y  and  it 
is  aio  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaufe 
the  ’Heart  is  compofed  of  a  fine  Contexture 
of  Fibres  ^  for  as  the  Pehilential  Venom 
hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  faline  Nature, 
and  what  is  acrid,  it  very  naturally  Simu¬ 
lates  the  nervous  Parts,  and  gives  to  this 
Organ  even  convulfive  Motions  *,  but  of 
|:his  Matter  every  one  hath  leave  to  judge 
for  himfelf. 

li' 

BUT  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
may  beat  on  this  Occafion,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  manifeil:  from  a  remarkable  Inhance ; 
I  was  fent  for  to  a  Youth  of  about  four- 
teen  Years  of  Age,  who  had  continued  free 

of 
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of  the  Infearion,  after  his  Mother  and  the 
reft  of  the  Family  had  been  vlfited  by  .  it, 
when  all  on  a  fudden  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  Palpitation  at  Heart,  that  I  and  feveral 
others  could  hear  it  at  fome  coniiderable 
Diftance,  and  it  continued  fo  to  do  till  he 
died,  which  was  foon  after  *,  many  Medicines 
being  given  without  any  manner  of  Succels : 
But  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am 
apt  to  conje^lure  it  rather  owing  to  a  Peffh 
Jential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf^ 
than  from  the  Vellication  and  Stimulm  only 
of  pungent  Particles  paffing  through  it. 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  becaufe 
fometimes  it  breaks  out  in  fuch  Profufion, 
as  if  the  whole  Conhitution  was  diffolved, 
and  with  a  vah:  Lofs  of  Spirits  and  Strength^ 

‘  to  the  imminent  Danger  of  the  Patient,  by 
fuch  a  Dihipation  of  Spirits,  fuch  a  Colli- 
quation  of  the  Balfam  of  Life,  and  an  Ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  natural  Heat.  And  indeed 
I  know  nothing  that  more  powerfully  atte¬ 
nuates  the  Humours,  and  more  fuddenly 
puts  all  the  animal  Juices  into  Fuilon,  fb 
as  to  run  them  through  the  Pores  of  the 
Skin,  as  the  peftileiitial  nitro-aereal  Poifon ; 

and 
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and  by  whofe  colliquative  Quality  even  the 
flelliy  Parts  are  diffolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour. 

THESE  Sweats  likewife  of  the  InfeTed 
are  not  only  profufe,  but  alfo  varioufly  co« 
loured;  in  fome  of  a  Citron  Hue,  in  others 
Purple;  in  fome  green  or  black,  and  in  others 
like  Blood  ;  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
various  Difpofitions  of  the  morbifick  Venom, 
to  give  different  TinHures  to  the  Humours  : 
And  by  this  Means  Ibme  experienced  ISIur- 
fes  could  progiiofticate  the  Event  of  the 
Diftemper  from  the  Colour  of  the  Cloaths 
or  Linen  tinged  with  the  Sweat. 

THE  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  fo  fetid 
and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 
matick  Difpofition,  poifibly  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  ISJofe  within 
the  Stench ;  fometimes  it  was  iharp,  and  in 
a  Manner  cauftick  ;  and  hence  it  was  eaiy  to 
judge  fioin  what  Origin  the  Peifilence  de¬ 
rived  its  Qualities,  From  a  fharp  and 
burning /c-kr,  that  would  even  excoriate  the 
Parts,  and  fometimes  veficate  them,  as  if, 
fcalding  Water  had  been  poured  upon  them, 

SOMETIMES  cold  Sweats  would  break 
out,  while  the  Heat  raged  inwardly,  and 

excited 
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excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  Profufion  of  Sweat  until  Life  it 
ftlf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had  fhort 
Intervals  of  Truce  and  Ceffation  *  nay,  fome 
at  the  fame  Time  fweat  on  one  Side,  while 
the  other  was  quite  parched  with  Drynefs. 


the  feenefit  of  this  Evacuation,  when 
it  was  regular,  either  natural,  or  by  Art, 
was  fo  manifef,  that  all  the  InfeTed  that 
recovered  were  lenfble  of  it,  and  greatly 
rejoyced  at  its  good  Eife£l:s  *,  for  thofe  pe- 
filential  Particles,  which  eluded  the  Power 
of  all  other  Means,  immediately  upon  a 
Sweat,  as  at  a  commion  Signal,  made  their 
Efcape  with  the  tranfpiring  Steam  ^  but 
whenlbever  Diaphoretich  could  not  conquer 
the  Coagulation,  Vifcidity,  or  Obftinacy  of 
the  pefilential  Poifon,  it  always  went  very 
had,  being  commonly  followed  by  a  Sympto- 
matical  Sweat,  and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the 
animal  Fluids, 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  peftilential  Con¬ 
tagion  not  only  freely  difcovered  its  felf  in 
thefe  Profufoiis  amongf  the  Living,  who  (as 
already  obferved)  were  diffolved  as  in  an 
lodes  and  a  Typhodes^  but  commonly  the  very 
Carcafes  when  dead,  would  weep  ouf*,  as  it 

were. 
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were,  the  morbid  Ferment,  both  through  the 
cutaneous  Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal 
Duds  of  the  Eyes. 

T  H  E  R  E  is  no  Occafion  to  lay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  Nole ;  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from  the 
Colliquative  Nature  of  the  Poifon,  and  its 
Erofionof  the  Velfels,  than  from  a  Plethora  ^ 
as  is  evident  more  from  the  ichorous  Colour 
of  the  Blood,  than  its  continual  Dihillation 
from  thole  Velfels. 

WERE  it  not  here  that  we  Rudy  all 
poiTible  Brevity,  many  other  Symptoms  might 
be  enumerated  which  commonly  attended 
this  peRilential  Fever,  as  Heat  of  the 
cordia^  Hiccup,  Gripings,  all  which  I  at 
prefent  pafs  by,  and  clofe  the  whole  with  fuch 
as  are  more  peculiar  to  it,  particularly  thofe 
poifonousVefications  commonly  C3.\led  Blares. 

T  FIE  S  E  Velications  uled  commonly  to 
rife  with  an  exquihte  and  Ihooting  Pain,  con¬ 
taining  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor^  for  the  moR 
part  of  a  Yellowilh  or  Straw  Colour,  and  en- 

compalTed  with  a  variegated  Circle,  generally 
Reddihi, 


THESE 
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I  THESE  Puftules  broke  out  in  many  Parts 
of  the  Body  ^  and  as  their  Station  was  various, 
i  fo  their  Number  was  alfp  uncertain ;  in  fome 

i  they  were  few,  in  others  many,  and  a  Wo- 

I  man  I  once  met  with  covered  all  over  with 
them ;  as  to  their  Bignefs,  they  were  alfo 
i  uncertain  ;  for  fome  we?e  as  a  fmall  Pea, while 
i  others  increafed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut- 
j  *tieg. 

I  THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps  to  the 
Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether  incapable 
of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  faline  and  almoft 
cauftic^ ;  for  very  foon  after  its  Eruption 
it  would  corrode  its  Velicle,  and  burft  out 
of  a  Colour  yellowilh,  livid,  or  black.  More¬ 
over,  the  furrounding  Circle  was  not  always 
of  the  fame  Appearance,  although  at  firft 
I  coming  out  it  was  continually  inflamed. 

I  4 

I  BUT  this  is  highly  obfervable,  that  fome^ 

I  times  thefe  Veficles  broke  out  without  any 
other  previous  Indications  of  Infedion,  and, 
as  1  imagine,  from  the  expeditious  Separation 
of  the  pehilential  Venom,  and  the  fudden 
Conqueh:  of  the  Diilemper  by  a  hrong  Con- 
ftitution :  But  whenfoever  the  Pain  and  Heat 
of  the  Part  was  lb  aggravated,  that  no  proper 

Appii- 
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Applications  would  alTwage  it,  there  was 
commonly  Danger  of  a  Mortification  from  fo 
great  a  Concourie  of  peftilential  Particles  to¬ 
gether;  and  once  I  remember  a  Veficle  to 
change  into  a  Carbuncle,  from  the  continued 
Acceilion  to  it  of  freih  morbifick  Poifon. 

WE  come  now  inCourfe  to  fpeak  of  Buhoef^ 
which  were  hard  and  painful  Tumours,  with 
Inflammation  and  Gathering  upon  the  Glands^ 
behind  the  Ears,  Arm-Pits,  or  Groin. 

THESE  Tumors^  immediately  upon  Sei¬ 
zure  are  found  lb  hard,  that  they  will  not 
at  all  give  Way  to  the  Touch.  In  forne  thelb 
were  moveable,  and  in  others  fixed  ;  but  after 
fome  Time,  this  great  Tenfion  remitted  ;  and 
it  was  common  to  prognoflicate  the  Event  of 
theDiftenlper  from  their  fudden  or  flow  Im 
creafe,  and  from  their  genuine  or  untoward 
Suppuration,  as  alfo  from  the  Degrees  of  Vi¬ 
rulence  in  their  Contents. 

THE  Groans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of  the 
S^k  too  plainly  expreffed  the  Aggravations 
of  their  Miferies,  and  fome  feemed  even  to 
drown  their  Senfe  of  Pain  with  their  Com¬ 
plainings  •,  and  this  Intenfenefs  of  Pain  can^ 
not  be  a  Wonder  to  any,  who  duly  confider 

either  ' 
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either  the  Nature  of  the  peftilential  Venom, 
or  the  Conftitution  of  the  Glands.  I  have 
already  fo  largely  difcourfed  of  the  Viru¬ 
lence  and  corrolive  Qualities  of  the  peftilen- 
I  tial  Poifon,  that  no  more  need  here  be  faid 
about  it :  and  whofbever  examines  the 
1  Glands  will  find,  that  from  the  great  Di- 
I  ftentionof  the  Veffelsdn  this  Cafe,  the  Bu¬ 
boes  mull:  chiefly  owe  their  Rife  to  a  Corre- 
ipondence  between  the  Nerves  and  Lympha- 
;  ticks,  and  the  Juices  they  contain. 

MANY  Perfons  of  publick  Note  have 
:  elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ufe  of  the 
Glands  •,  it  is  therefore  fufficient  for  my  Pur- 
pofe  here  to  Ihew,  how  from  an  Obftruftion 
of  thofe  Juices,  which  flow  through  the 
larger  Nerves,  particularly  of  the  Arms  and 
Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient  Veflels,  and 
•their  Impregnation  with  heterogeneous  and 
poifonous  Particles,  Buboes  do  arife. 

1 F  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  thefe 
Tumors  Ihould  rather  come  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  faro_ 
tide  Glands,  let  fuch  conflder,  that  it  is 
owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  of 
the  Nerves  and  Veffels  conhituting  the 
Glands  of  thofe  Parts  j  as'  alfo  that  their 
I  diffe- 
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different  Difpofitions  to  Suppuration  does 
proceed  from  the  lame  Caufe. 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully  ap¬ 
pear,  it  is  to  be  difcovered  from  what  Source 
that  Matter  flows,  which  degenerates  into 
Pmy  and  difcharges  from  a  Buboe  in  fo  great 
Plenty.  ‘ 

IN  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry  ,  it  lhall 
not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  leait,  of  Reafouj 
that  I  fliall  diiTent  from  an  Opinion  both  of 
Ancients  and  Moderns,  about  the  Blood  alone 
being  immediately  changed  into  Matter  •  for 
I  father  think  it  to  proceed  from  other  Juices; 
and  this  i  fliall  endeavour  to  fupport  by  the 
following  Arguments. 

AND  firft  of  all,  notwithftanding  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  fometimes,  though  very  feldom,  appear 
whitilli ;  it  then  happens  from  too  great  a 
Mixture  either  of  nutritious  Juice,  or  of  a 
degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not  eafily  change, 
and  take  its  red  Colour  •,  but  it  never  paifes 
into  Matter,  becaufe  the  neceffary  Conditions 
of  Circulation  will  not  admit  of  fo  much 
Reft  as  is  requiftte  thereunto ;  befides,  even 
the  extravafated  Blood  will  not  eafily  under- 

eoe 
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^  goe  liich.  an  Alteration :  For  'Vvlien  an^ 
I  Veliels,  and  chiedy  the  Capillaries^  are  fo  ob» 
j  h:ru£l:ed  by  Contuhons,  or  any  other  Means^ 
i  that  the  neighbouring  Parts  fwellj  every  Phy» 

I  liCian  and  Surgeon  too^  I  hope,  knows  that 
I  dilcutient  Medicines  and  Catapiaiins  will  re^ 

I  ftore  the  former  Motion  and  Fluxility  to  the 
I  Blood,  eafe  the  Pain,  and  diilipate  the  Tumor. 

I 

i 

I 

j  -  IF  the  Blood  be  too  huid  in  the  Arteries^ 

'I  •  • 

I  it  IS-  apt  to  occafion  jineurifmsj  and  in  the 
I  capillary  Veins  2.n  Ecchymofis but  nothing  is 
I  more  commonly  obierved  in  Praaice,  ’  that 
I  upon  a  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s  due  Conhi- 
I  tution  and  Circulation,  the  obhruTed  Matter 

I  •  ' 

I  in  an  Ecchymops  will  dilTipate  through  the 
I  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be  abfbrbed  by  the 
refluent  Blood:  But  when  the  Blood  hanpens 
to  be  too  grumous  and  Ifagnate,  a  Fever 
^  ‘immediately  ariies,  unlefs  it  be  prevented  by 
FvciCuatiOn  y ?||nd  in  fuch  a  Diforder,  every 
one  knows  that  there  is  moil:  Danger  of  a 
Svhirrus^  or  a  Mortiiication. 

I  AND  as  it  hath  been  already  obferved, 

;  that  Biood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
Iiifefted  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
.  Stiength,  if  not  of  Lire,  whereas  the  great¬ 
er  Quantities  of  Pus  were  obtained  by  Sup-^ 

:  ^  puratiorl 
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puration  of  tlieir  Buboes^  the  Patient  was  fo 
much  the  better  for  it  ^  it  feems  confonant 
to  Reafon^  that  if  Tus  was  generated  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength  would 
as  much  decay  upon  its  Lofs,  as  upon  Phle¬ 
botomy  :  But  I  have  always  found  it,  (as 
many  Times  already  obferved)  that  how  little 
foever  the  Qiiantity  of  Blood  drawn  away 
was,  and  although  done  at  feveral  Times,  yet 
it  proved  of  more  Prejudice  to  the  Patient, 
than  an  hundred  Times  as  much  Matter 
drawn  from  a  Buboe  ^  aiid  that  the  whole 
remaini  g  Mafs  was  not  able  to  recruit  the 
Lofs  fahained  thereby.  ) 

I  F  they  who  efpoufe  a  contrary  Opinion, 
fhould  fuaaeft  that  Blood  may  be  drawn  from 
a  Tumor  imperfeLtiy  fuppurated,  and  from 
thence  conclude,  that  its  Origin  was  irom 
the  Arterial  and  Venal  Fluids^  it  may  be 
readily  anfwered,  that  on  opening  a  freih 
Tumour,  a  bloody  Ichor  will  flow  out,  bc- 
caule  in  the  Operation  fome  Bloocl-Veffels 
will  be  cut  ^  whereas  when  the  Tumor  is  in 
Maturation,  the  Q_uantity  oi  Humour  there, 
collected  obiirufls  the  Blood  .from  flowing 
to  it  through  its  proper  Velfels  ^  and  which 
Humour,  although  in  it  le.lf  at  Firh  more 
thill  and  crude,  yet  by  the  Beat  of  its 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  Parts,  and  its  own  natural 

Difpofition,  it  will  afterwards  thicken,  and 

change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a  laudable 
Confiiience. 


_  thirdly.  To  the  foregoing  it  may  be  ad- 
i  aed,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partahes  of  a  fi- 
in-e  Quality,  by  fo  much  the  iefs  will  it  bd 
difpofed  to  change  into  Matter ;  for  the  Erne 

;  Sea-Water  cannot  be  boiled  into 

:  a  Geliy  •  for  Salt  adds  to  the  Fluxility  of 

uids,  and  thereby  prevents  Incraffatioii, 
un  e  s  in  thofe  Inftances,  where  they  of  them- 
felves  chry  ftallize,  by  Means  of  an  Incapacity 
Of  the  Menflrmtm  to  keep  them  in  Solution- 
,  Which  IS  foreign  to  the  Cafe  before  us<  ’ 


LASTLY,  Nothing  is  more  known  in  Na- 
tuie,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means  foe  ver 
•  extra  v^Jated,  if  it  cannot  get  back  again  into 
the  Veffels  will,  after  fome  Stagnation,  run 
01  t  m  moft  Part  into  Grume  ■  fo  that  when 
a  ^luauation  requires  opening,  little  elfe  than 
a  coagulated  Blood  flows  out :  And  if  any  one 
pleafes  to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened 
Vein  into  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards 
place  It  in  a  luted  VefTel  upon  a  Sand  Heat  as 
near  as  poffible  equal  to  that  which  is  natural 
he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  i„  endeavoUifom’ 

I 
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to  produce  thereby  any  Appearances  of  Pus 
in  it,  either'  from  its  Colour,  Smell,  or  any 
other  of  its  requifite  Properties. 

WHY  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fome  others  oi  great  Note,  that  Pus  is  ge¬ 
nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 
Juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but  in 
other  Veffels  ^  in  which  juice  all  the  requi- 
ilte  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a  Diipofition 
to  grow  thick,  without  Smell,  white,  light, 
and  of  a  fmooth  Coniiftence  ^  and  I  take  it 
to  be  very  probable,  that  the  Pus  is  made 
from  hence  by  the  Aififtance  of  the  natural 
Heat,  and  the  Conveyance  of  it  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  Vedels  into  the  Glands  whereinto 
they  are  complicated,  and  not  by  any  Means 
from  the  Venal  Blood,  and  much  lefs  from 
the  Arterial. 

BUT  lead  I  iliould  feem  to  die;refs  too 
fir;  the  Sar?les  thrown,  out  by  a  Buhoe  is 
very  diiferent,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 
Ablcelfes  that  are  not  nialignaiit  ;  in  Refpeft 
of  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo  extreamly 
fetid,  as  not  to  be  endured  by  the  Kofe  ; 
but  always  the  more  plentifully  it  difcliarges, 
the  better  does  the  Patient  fare  afterwards  : 

Nature 
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Nature  finds  a  Vent  this  open  Way  to  difi. 
engage  herfelf  from  a  pernicious  Enemy.  ' 

THE  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
fometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  others, which 
was  moit  commonly,  two  broke  out  at  once  • 

=  nay,  there  were  met  with  Inhances  wherein 
•  all  the  Glands  capable  of  it  were  tumified. 

Many  Buboes  at  a  Time  infallibly  demon- 
,  hrated  the  Aggravation,  and  Difperfion  of 
the  virulent  Taint  ^  and,  on  the  contrary,  but 
I  few  Ihewed  tiie  Poilon  to  be  not  fb  prevalent, 

;  more  contrafted,  and  brought  to  a  narrower 
;  Compafs  for  Expulfion. 

THE  places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on,  was  very  uncertain  ^  fometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  Axilla^  and  another  on 
the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  ^  thefe  Tu- 
‘mors  would  likewife  fometimes  lah  but  a 
Day,  and  again  infenfibly  vanifli,  that  is, 
always  when  profufe  Sweat  arofe  ^  but 
wlienlbever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 
any  Mlfmanagement  or  Cafaalty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanlfii  again  many  Times  and 
be  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed  •  and 
fometimes  when  they  could  be  brought  to 
Suppuration,  and  a  plentiful  Difcharge,  they 

I  3  would 
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would  renew  again,  as  we  fliall  hereafter  have 

farther  Occafion  to  obferve. 


T  E  Parotides  borrow  tlieir  blames  from 
the  Glands  affeE-ed,  which  grow  behind  the 
Ears^  but  tliefe  Tumors  are  not  to  be  di- 
Einguiilied  from  others  but  by  their  Situation, 
and  therefore  require  not  any  particular  De- 
icription  here,  fo  that  amoiigft  many  Infcai> 
ces,  I  iliall  give  but  one  to  difcover  their 
Nature^  in  a  certain  Youth  there  aroie.a 
Tarotis  on  each  Side  behind  the  Ears,  whicii' 
after  Suppuration  and  Incilion,  let  out  great 
Quantities  of  and  were  afterwards  by  a 
Surgeon  healed  up  but  the  mufculous  Fleili 
was  at  this  Time  fo  waEed,  as  to  difcover  a 
Sight  as  pleafant  as  itrange,  viz.,  the  exter¬ 
nal  jugular  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under 
them,  the  recurrent  b?erves,  the  Tendons,  the 
O Efophagus,  and  in  -Ihort,  all  the  V eifels  quite 
bare  and  untouched*  but  upon  the  PatienEs 
Recovery, all  filled  up  as  before  with  new  Fleflr. 


A  ConjecLure  of  Dicmehrooeck  comes  here¬ 
in  our  Way  to  examine^  he  will  have  it. 
tliat  Bilboes  are  produced  from  an  Ebullition 


of  a  ialine  and  an  acid  Humour  meetina;  to- 
gether,  like  a  Mixture  of  Sait  of  Tartar  and 


Spirit  of  Vitriol : 


But  whence  can  fuch  a 


vafl: 
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vaft  Coagulation  arife?  Indeed  I  do  not 
deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Buftle  may  be 
occalioned  by  the  Concourie  of  flich  Princi¬ 
ples^  as  alfo  that  from  fuch  a  Colluftation 
fome  fa  line  Particles  may  be  precipitated , 
and  it  muid  further  be  allowed^  that  a  Part 
will  inflate  and  fwell  while  fuch  Fermentation 
continues  ^  but  yet  I  cannot  apprehend  how 
Tus  can  be  generated  by  luch  Means  ;  for 
by  an  Elfufion  of  fuch  a  Mixture  the  Serum 
would  De  more  changed  into  a  Lixivium^  than 
a  purulent  Matter  •  after  the  CoiifliT  like- 
wife  is  over^  the  Tumor  would  immediately 
'fubflde  and  vaniih  ^  but^  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Beight  of  Suppuration:  But  I  ihall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Head  any  longer, 
but  proceed  to  a  Defcription  of  a  Carbuncle, 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  fnall  Eruption,  whole 
Contents  are  fooii  difcharged,  after  which  it 
appears  in  a  crufly  Tubercle  about  the  Bignefs 
of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradiially  fpreading,  and 
encompalTed  with  a  very  red  and  fiery  Ciixle  ; 
arifrng  firfl:  of  all  fi-oiii  an  ichorous  Flumour,  ' 
afterwards  with  great  Pain  and  Heat,  from 
a  lixivious  and  caiiflick  Poifon, 

I  .- 


THAT 
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THAT  I  may  difpatcli  as  much  as  poffible 
m  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before  me  to 
defcribe  the  common  Method  of  its  Eruption  • 
in  the  Beginning  is  a  iliarp  pricking  Fain  upon 
the  Part  affefted,  which  in  a  little  Time 
grows  very  hot,  and  then  lifts  up  the  Cuticle 
into  a  B lifter,  containing  a  thin  Ichor  but 
after  theVeiicle  is  by  rubbing  or  any  other 
Accident  broke,  and  the  contained  Fluid  by 
Heat  diffipated,  its  cauftick  Qiiality  leaves 
an  Efchar  behind,  which  crufts  over,  in  fome 
fooner,  and  in  others  later  *,  its  Exteniion  is 
various,  fometimes  more  broad,  and  at  others 
more  contrafted  •  nor  is  its  Colour  more  cer¬ 
tain  ^  in  the  greateft  Degree  of  Inflammation 
it  is  extreamly  red,  but  for  the  moft  Part  it 
is  dusky,  very  often  livid,  and  fometimes, 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of '  the  peftileii- 
tial  Poifon,  even  qifte  black, 

BUT  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  peftileiir 
tial  Venom  not  yielding  even  to  an  aftual 
Cautery,  and  from  which,  in  the  ProduHion 
Oi  Carbuncles^  Efchars  are  generated,  I  take  it 
to  be  of  Confequence  to  know  how  fuch  a 
fliarp,  burning,  and  cauftick  liiiniour  comes  to 
be  bred  in  an  humane  Body  ^  and  by  what 
Contrivance  of  Nature  it  comes  to  be  thus  fe- 
parated  and  thrown  cut?  ^  AHD. 
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AND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  I 
expefl:  to  be  candidly  fet  right  by  any  one  who 
thinks  me  mihaken.  The  whole  Tribe  of 
Difeafes  an  humane  Conftitution  is  fubjeT: 
to,  ddes  undeniably  prove  that  our  Bodies 
are  capable  of  producing  many  venomous 
Taints,  even  equal  to  any  Thing  in  the  Air 
or  the  Earth  -  nay,  the  Hihories  of  Phyfick 
give  many  Inhances  of  poifonous  hifefts  and 
Animals  bred  within  us  ^  and  no  one  can  be 
ignorant,  that  befides  the  Difpofition  of  cor¬ 
rupted  Humours  within  us  to  generate  fuch 
Creatures,  that  their  Semina  are  often  brought 
to  us  from  without :  And  this  is  very  manh 
fed:  in  2.  private  Pehilence,  (if  that  Term  may 
be  allowed  me)  where,  without  any  Help 
from  external  Contagion,  not  only  a  poifo¬ 
nous  Seminium  may  be  generated,  but  Car- 
huncles2.Ko  may  break  out-  that  is,  from  the 
peculiar  caufick  Quality  of  faline  Particles 
in  the  Body. 

W  H  E  R  E  F  O  R  E  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Pefilence,  what  we  may  not  ex- 
peH  from  a  Pefdlence  that  is  the  Gonfeqiience 
of  an  Epidemick  Caule  •  for  the  additional 
AfiiRance  of  a  more  powerful  filine  Princi¬ 
ple  from  wiiihoiit,  cannot  but  greatly  aTu- 
ate  the  animal  Juices,  and  induce  a  compound 

Malignity 
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Malignity  abundantly  fufEcient  for  the  Pro- 
duaion  of  peftilential  Carbuncles. 

THE  more  aggravated  therefore  the  faliiie 
Qualities  of  this  foreign  faline  Principles  dial! 
be^  and  m  Proportion  to  the  Quantities  of  it 
iiiiinuated  into  the  animal  Fluids^  the  Car- 
huficles  will  break  out  more  or  fewer,  fooner 
or  later  ^  although  as  long  as  the  peftilential 
Poiibn  iiowS  in  Company  with  other  Fluids 
within  the  VelTels,  it  feerns  more  mild,  be- 
caufe  then  diluted,  than  when  feparated  and 
thrown  upon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excre¬ 
tory  Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  feems 
much  to  be  ailifted  by  the  comm. on  Tenden¬ 
cy  of  ferous  Particles  towards  the  Surface, 
and  the  Congrefsof  nitro-aereal  Particles  there¬ 
with  ;  but  nothing  however  is  more  manifeft 
than  that  when  the  peftilential  Poifbn  hath 
uot  to  the  Surface,  it  exercifes  its  Virulence 
upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches,  and  leaves  cruel 
Marks  of  its  Triumph  beliind  •,  the  fame  as 
which  likewife  obtains  not  only  Torn  an  epi- 
demick  Peftilence,  but  upon  drinking  any 
poifonous  Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove  one 
Miftake  ;  For  it  is  laid  down  by  Dicmehrooeck^ 

Oppolltion  to  the  comiiioji  Opinion,  that 
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a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  aflual  Gan- 
i  gisn0  ^  for  if  3.ny  Credit  niciy  be  given  to 
j  our  Experience^  which  we  look  upon  to  be 
I  as  well  founded  as  that  of  this  great  Man^  I 
j  do  not  remember  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where 
,j  theie  hath  fome  maniiefi  Error  been  com- 
I  rnittediii  external  Applications^  or  the  Viru- 
j  ience  of  the  Peftilence  hath  been  greater  than 
I  ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Sphacelus^ 

I  than  any  other  Gonfequences  of  the  pehilen- 
j  tiai  Poifbn, 

AND  were  there  not  innumerable  Tefti- 
I  monies  to  the  Truth  of  this^  mai^y  Argu- 
!  ments  might  be  alledged  in  its  Vindication  • 

I  for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of  vital  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  other  natural  Fluids,  into  the  Part 
aiTeTed  ^  while  the  native  Heat  is  preferved 
from  Suffocation,  and  PutrefaPdon  is  preven- 
.  ted,  what  Perfon  can  imagine  there  to  be 
any  particular  Difpofition  to  Mortiiicatio;i  in 
a  iingle  Carbuncle  ?  And  the  more  efpecially 
when  the  Spirits  are  lo  far  from  being  inter¬ 
cepted  by  the  Carbuncle^ s  Eruption,  that  they 
how  more  plentifully  to  the  Part ;  when  the 
native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  foffocated, 
that  by  its  Ailiftance  a  falutary  Separation 
is  made  ^  and  lafdy,  when  the  Part  alfeLfed 
is  fo  far  Horn  Putrefaaion,  and  rendered  more 

humid 
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liumid  than  before^  that  thefe  iliire  Particles> 
of  an  efcliarotick  Quality,  rather  prevent 
Mortiiication,  and  by  drying  the  Part  make 
it  rather  more  able  to  reiift  fuch  a  Change : 
And  according  to  the  befl  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance,  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carhmsle  that 
mortified,  unlefs  from  the  Mifmanagement  or 
Carelefnefs  of  Sura:eons,  or  when  the  hie;heft 
Degree  of  Virulence  in  the  peftilential  Poifori 
had  not  occafioned  an  immediate  Mortifica¬ 
tion. 

N  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was  fl'ee 
from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncles'^  And  I  iliall 
not  exceed  the  Truth,  if  I  affirm  that  I  have 
met  with  them  at  one  time  or  other  in  all 
Places.  But  this  Matter  will  yet  appear  more 
fully  beyond  Contradifdon,  when  I  ffiall  have 
brought  a  fe  w  ieleft  Inftances  out  of  a  great 
Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 

A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt  a 
grievous  Pain  about  her  Breail:,  where  quickly 
after  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple,  there  broke 
out  a  Carbuncle  the  Efchar  at  lafi:  came  ofr, 
and  the  Ulcer  difchargin  fome  Matter  plen¬ 
tifully  *,  after  about  twenty  Days  fhe  was 
reckoned  to  be  very  well,  had  not  a  Surgeon 
too  raflily  drelTed  her  with  the  red  drying 

Ointment^ 
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ointment^  in  order  to  cicatrize  it ;  for  upon 
I  that  the  Peftilence  appeared  again,  and  killed 
her  in  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from  a 
Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  it  was 

I  all  difcharged. 

\ 

I  ANOTHER  Cafe,  almoft  beyond  Be- 
I  lief,  were  it  not  attefted  by  many  Eye-Wit- 
;  neiles,  was  of  a  Woman,  who  immediately' 

;  after  Delivery  had  a  Carbuncle  appear  upon 
her  Breafts,  when  the  In'fant  fucked  all  the 
Time  without  Harm,  and  the  Woman,  through 
the  Favour  of  the  Seafon,  and  exafl  Care  in 
i  all  Refpeds,  recovered.  I  was  alfo  another 
I  time  called  to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  wliofe 

whole  Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a 
Carbuncle^  but  the  Y^efication  was  m^ade  by 
Inch  an  ichorous  Sertim^  that  I  ifrongly  hif- 
peSied  a  Mortification  ^  I  complained  of  being 
‘  called  fb  late,  but  however  ordered  a  deep 
Scarification,  and  other  Means  fuitable,\vhere- 
upon  there  grew  fome  Hopes  of  Separation, 
but  for  Want  of  inward  Strength  and  Spirits, 
the  Patient  died  ^  whereas  another  of  a  more 
vigorous  Habit,  was  recovered  in  the  fame 
I  Cafe,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was 
Strength  enough  to  carry  him  through  it. 
Mioreover,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Carbun¬ 
cle  together  in  the  Groin  ol  a  Bov,  not  above 

two 
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two  Fingers  Breadth  of  each  other  ^  but  by 
due  Means,  both  medicinal  and  chirurgicai, 
the  Lad  got  well  from  both  his  Ails  together. 


A  certain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle  upon 
his  Arm,  a  little  below  the  Elbow,  but  what 
was  mofi:  unhappy  was,  that  at  the  Beginning 
he  was  %  Impatient  of  the  Pain,  that  he  ap- 
plyecl  a  Cooling  Cataplafm  to  it  of  his  own 
ordering,  for  fuddenly  thereupon  it  changed 
into  a  Gangrene,  to  obviate  which,  Scarrh 
fcation  was  immediately  had  recourfe  to,  in 
the  Execution  of  which,  the  Surgeon  inad¬ 
vertently  cut  a  large  Vein,  which  caufed  fach 
a  P’lux  ot  Blood,  as  could  not  be  flopped  by 
either  adual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  ‘ 
whereupon  followed  fuch  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentleman  died 
in  three  Hours  time. 


LASTLY,  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on  the 
Tingei  Oi  a  young \Vonian,to  eraoicate  which, 
we  took  all  imaginable  Care  •,  and  all  Things 
at  firft  feemed  to  anfwer  our  Wiihes  •,  but  the 
Uncertainty  of  humane  ExpeSations  ;  for 
the  Patient  with  heroldNurfe  Supping  plen¬ 
tifully  upon  French  Beans,  that  very  Night 
the  Diftemper  returned  ;  and  although  he' 
vomited  as  much  as  her  Strength  would  bear, 

by 
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by  the  Provocation  of  an  Erne  tick  given  her^ 
after  which  were  uled  the  nioft  Cordial  Re- 
medies,  and  the  moft  warm  Alexipharmicks^ 
early  in  the  Mornings  a  freili  Carhunde  came 
in  the  Piace  of  the  old  one  ^  Die  was  delirioiis 
all  that  Day^  and  in  the  Evening  fhe  expired- 
After  the  Bearers  came  that  Night  to  bury 
her,  and  talked  of  fetching  away  the  old  VC o- 
man  next^  as  a  Perfon  dead^  the  poor  Wretch^ 
as  awakened  from  Sleep,  cried  out,  fhe  was 
not  dead  ^  but  fhe  difappointed  not  their  A- 
greement,  and  died  tim.e  enough  to  be  carried 
away  the  fame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 

I  might  eahly  imploy  a  Volume  in  a  Reci¬ 
tal  of  all  the  particular  Circumibances  of  thefe 
Carbuncles  i  but  however,  before  I  diimifs  this 
Subjecl:,  1  cannot  omit  that  the  peflilential 
Venom  was  in  a  very  great  Manner  coinrnu- 
^  nicable  from  one  Carbuncle  to  another or  to 
fpeak  perhaps  m.ore  properly,  the  faliiie  Vi¬ 
rulence  of  a  Carbuncle  would  generate  another 
wherefoever  it  lodged. 

THE  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  undeter¬ 
minate,  fometimes  two,  three,  four,  or  more, 
would  come  out  at  once,  the  peflilential  Ve¬ 
nom  being  cliffufed  to  many  Parts  at  the  lame 
Time^  but  the.  reft  we  fhall  leave  to  that 

Secl'ion 
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Sedion  concerning  the  Cure  of  Carbuncles  ^  we 
lhall  here  therefore  fubjoin  fomewhat  concern^ 
ing  peililential  Spots,  called  Petechia. 


THE  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upon 
the  Skin^  not  eafily  dihinguilhable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  ;  though  this  DiiTerence  may  be 
oblerved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  leen 
a  PunTure  in  the  middle,  where  the  little 
Creature  had  idruck  in  its  Teeth,  and  round 
it  an  Inhammation,  with  a  little  extravafa- 
ted  Blood  :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more  uniform 


in  tneii  Colour,  more  fixed,  and  difficult  to 
be  removed  •  Whereas  upon  any  Preifure  with 
the  Finger,  a  Flea-Bite  gives  Way,  except  in 
the  central  PunTureJ  Furthermore  the  pefii- 
lenciai  Fetecha  are  to  be  difiinguiihed  from  the 
Spots  of  a  malignant  Fever,  as  they  are  deep¬ 
er  coloured^  and  likewife  to  be  known  (as 
before  obfervedj:  from  Scurvy  Spots,  which 
a.i  e  much  broader,  and  not  always  exaTly 
round  •  although  thefe  are  likewife  fometimes 
inteiimxea  with  the  peidilential  ones,  and  by 
Means  of  the  aforementioned  Affinities  be- 
t\\  een  tiiem,  hardly  in  fome  Cafes  to  be 
drflinguiiliecL  ,  i 


T  O  this  it 
fiilentiai  Pctcc 


may  be  added,  that  the  pe¬ 
tite  do  not  always  fix  in  the' 
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fame  Parts,  and  fometimes  they  difappear^ 
after  a  fliort  Stay  in  one  Place,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rife  in  others  :  And  indeed  there 
IS  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them, 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in  th^ 
Neck,  Breafl,  and  Back ;  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy  come  moflly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  P^eafon  of  this  ill  the  former 
Cafe  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  Vefiels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 

the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body ; 
and  in  the  Scurvy,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  moft  fpotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  laline  Particles  down- 
wards. 

The  Spots  were  fometimes  few,  but 
moft  commonly  very  numerous-,  in  fbme 
they  were  fo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  I  law  a  little  Girl 
that  was  all  ovdr  full  with  them,  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  ariftng,  they  all  difappeared^ 
and  flie  recovered ;  yet  fometimes  the  Di- 
ftemper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  out 
again,  for  feveral  Times  y  that  is^  when 
Nature  gave  its  utmoft  Efforts  to  expel 
the  Poiion,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface^  but  when  the  Spirits  languiflied 
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or  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  would  go 
.  in  again. 

I  might  here  conveniently  obferve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoft  always  fympto- 
matical,  and  very  rarely  critical^  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  the  famej 
fometimes  they  were  red,  or  purple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometimes  livid  or  black, 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
morbifick  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  ^  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  the  effential  Chara£terihicks  of 
a  Pedilence. 

THE  genuine  pedilential  Charafters, 
by  the  common  People  amongd  us  called 
Tokens y  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore- warnings  of 
Death,  are  nothing  elfe  than  minute  and 
didinft  which  have  their  Origin  fron'i 

within,  and  rife  up  with  a  little  pyrami¬ 
dal  Protuberance,  having  the  pedilential 
Poifon  chiefly  collefled  at  their  Bafes,  and, 
according  to  the  accudomed  Difperfion  of 
iuch  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface, 
as  the  Cofiguration  of  Vefiels  and  Pores  are 
dilpoled  to  favour  their  Spreading. 


MORE- 
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I  moreover  thefe  SlaJ}s  were  de^ 

fivable  from  external  Caufes,  as  froitj  thd 
'  Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  f  eftllential  Miaf^ 
mata  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,^  that  Life  it  felf  was  immediately 
extmguihred,  upon  coming  within  their 
\  Nay,  fome  were  To  fuddenly 

j  tnarlced  with  thefe  fatal  Charafters,  that 
they  did,  not  before  find  themfelves  in  any 
other  Refpea  out  of  Order-  which  Is  a 
Circumftance  fo  well  known,  that  there  is 
iittle  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  In- 
ftauces,  howeverj  for  the  Reader’s  Satis- 

I  faflion,  I  lhall  recollea  one  or  two  Fafts 
'  of  this  Kind. 


I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  firfl  Day  of 
h£r  Seizure,  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  Wts  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
and  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irfegular;  but,  on  the  Contrary,  all  Thines 
genuine  and  well,  asMf  Ihe  had  ailed  no¬ 
thing  ;  and  indeed  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  ffie  counterfeited  being  fick,  than 
teally  to  be  out  of  Order,  until  examining 
her  Breaft,  I  found  the  certain  Charafters 
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of  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places  ^  and 


in  that  following  Night  llie  died,  before 
ihe  her  felf,  or  any  Perfon  about  her,  could 
difcern  her  otherwiie  out  of  Order. 


Some  time  after  T  vifited  a  Widow  of 
Sixty  Years  of  Age,  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner,  where  ihe  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton,  and  filled  befides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth  •,  after  I  had  enquired  into  fe- 
veral  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health, 
ilie  affirmed  her  felf  to  have  never  been 
better  in  her  Life,  but  upon  feeling  her 
Pulfe,  I  perceived  it  to  intermit,  and  upon 
examining  her  Breah,  I  found  an  x4bundance 
of  TokenSj  which  proved  too  true  a 
Prognohick,  that  even  after  fo  good  a 
Dinner  fhe  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  World. 


AS  to  the  Eruption  of  thefe  fatal 
Charaflers,  I  judged  them  to  be  rather  the 
Effefls  of  the  peftilential  corrofive  Salt, 
than  of  any' Putrefafl'ion  of  the  Humours^ 
for  this  Poifoii  wanting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  col- 
iecfed  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface,  and 
far  want  of  Spirits  to  hrive  therewith^ 
imprinted  thefe  Marks  thereupon. 


FUR- 
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FURTHERMORE  thefe  external 
Parts  -not  only  grev/  dry  from  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  this  Venom^  but  were  alfb  very 
liable  to  Mortification  by  an  Extin£lion  of 
the  vital  Spirits  ^  but  enough  of  this,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con** 
firm  it  by  more  Teflimonies. 


THESE  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnefs  ^  of  their  Co¬ 
lour  we  fhali  fpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnefs  I  ufed  to  try  with  a  Needle 
or  Penknife,  to  fee  whether  the  Senie 

1  . 

and  Life  was  perifhed  or  not  •  in  which  * 
Trials  I  found  a,  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  fbme  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others'  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe¬ 
netrated.  The  Origin  of  thefe  I  conjearure 
to  be  from  the  nervous  Juice,  or  fome 
gelatinous  Subftance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confiftence,  not  unlike  thole  horny 
Excrefcencies  from  the  Bones  •,  their  Co^ 
lour  and  Affinity  in  many  Refpefls  with 
Wharts  is  alfo  remarkable. 
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AND  herel  cannotpafsby  anlnftance  worth 
Obferv'atatioiijOf  a  Girl  who  came  to  my  Houfe 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Conflernationj  already 
even  to  fmk  down  -  upon  Examination  fhe 
told  me  that  ihe  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houfe  where  fhe  was  fhut  up  with  a 
Nurfcj  all  the  reft  of  the  Family  being 
dead,  to  iliew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of  Death  upon  her,  faying  flie  had  the 
Xohm  upon  her  Leg*,  but  I  foon  found 
a  Miftake  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  for  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  iiei- 
ther  fhe  nor  the  Nurfe  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before  ^  fhe  was  foon  undeceived, 
and  by  my  Encouragement  fhook  off  all 
her  Fear  ;  returning  Home  chearful  to  take 
thole  Medicines  which  were  directed  to 
carry  off  the  Diforders'  upon,  her,  and 
fweating  her  plentifully,  removed  all  Suf- 
picion  of  the  Contagion  :  But  I  really  be¬ 
lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  foon 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  faid  to  her,  fhe 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  ^  as  flich  a  Dread  extream? 
ly  aggravates  the  leaft  Complaints. 

BUT  feme  of  thefe  7*oke'as  were  not 
only  fo  like  in  Appearance  to  Wharts,  that 


of  the  late  Teftiknce.  i  3  J 

they  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  fome- 
times  even  the  Surgeons  miftook  them ; 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
before-mentioned  of  pricking  through  them, 
to  be  fatisfied  lometimes  my  felf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  Venom  of  the  true  T*okens  ^  where  I 
found  quickly  a  Senhbility,  I  took  it  for 
a  good  Sign,  and  thofe  which  went  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  hough 
off-  whereas  when  tliey  went  deeper,  they 
were  deemed  dangerous,  elpecially  when 
the  Part  loft  its  Feeling,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation.  There  were  likewift  fome 
found  fo  extreamly  comatous,  that  the 
e  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe  •  info- 
much  that  ir  any  Limb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tohnsy  was  tried  by  Punfture,  or  Incl- 
fion,  there  would  be  no  more  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Marks  themielves ;  not- 
withftanding  which  Infenfibility  of  Body, 
fome  Faculties  of  the  Mind  would  return 
and  be  perceived  even  till  Death. 

THE  Vtfcera  alfo,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Parts,  would  fometimes  be  marked 
with  thefe  Charaders,  nay,  fometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  affefted 

H  4  when 


I  ?  ^  of  the  manifelt  Signs,  &c.’ 

when  nothing  of  the  'Tokens  were  feen  ex-- 
ternally.  ' 

THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 
various,  fometimes  as  fmall  as  a  Pin’s  Head, 
aiid  at  others  larger,  and  as  broad  as  a 
Silver  Peny  ^  there  were  indeed  InEances 
of  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 
feldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs. 

LASTLY,  Some  were  deprelTed,  and 
others  prominent,  and  forne  did  not  appear 
till  the  infeTed  Perfon  was  dead  ^  fo  that 
it  did  not  fuffice  to  kill,  but  alfo  to  leave 
Marks  of  its  Triumph^  but  fome  of  the 
crafty.  Nurfes  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 
Juices,  and  retrained  fuch  Eruption,  .  in 
Order  to  elude  the  Magiidrates  Notice  and 
Power,  to  ihut  up  the  Houfes. 

BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep 
Marks  were  the  fare  Fore-warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  all 
that  while  as  terrible  Admonitions  both  to 
the  Sick  and  others. 

SECTION 
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SECTION  VI 


The  Prognojlick  Signs  of  the  late  Pejl Hence. 


S  that  Pehilence  which  of  late  made 


^  fo  great  Havock  amongil:  Mankind, 
was  fo  full  of  Shiftings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event  ^  it 
highly  concerns  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  haftily  in  fuch  Cafes 
to  prognofticate  either  Recovery  or  Death : 
In  Order  therefore  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poilible,  llich  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofterity  thole  Obfervations  which  1 
have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  Atten¬ 
dance  upon  the  Infefted,  to  the  utmofi:  Ha¬ 
zard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courfe  of  this 
late  Sicknefs. 

I 

XHEyprognoftick  Signs  then  regard  either 
the  Pefiilence  itlelf,  as  to  its  Origin,  Heighth^ 
and  Decienfion,  or  the  Recovery  or  Death  of 
the  Patient. 


FROM 
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FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs^ 
for  fome  time  foregoing  the  manifejl  Erup¬ 
tion  of  the  Plague^  may  its  Degrees  of  Se¬ 
verity  he  prognoflicated. 

A  S  fharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa¬ 
rently  denote  a  peftilential  Conftitution,  and 
likewife  Tumors  breaking  out  again  upon 
Parts  before  affe£led :  For  it  is  a  Cafe 
that  I  have  often  met  with,  that  thofe 
who  have  had  Buboes  and  Carbuncles  in  the 
Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break  out  again 
afterwards,  from  lome  Remains  of  the  pehi- 
lentiai  Venom  yet  lurking  in  the  Conftitu^ 
tion,  and  not  to  be  conquered. 

WHENSOEVER  chronick  Difeafes 
aie  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Infeflion  is  not  far  off  ^ 
For  Valetudinarians  are  more  fenfible  of  any 
approaching  Diforder  than  thofe  who  are 
Rrong  and  healthful  i  And  from  a  natural 
Caule  may  it  be  accounted  why  infirm 
Conhitutions  can  certainly  foretel  feveral 
Changes  in  the  Air,  and  be  forewarn’d 
of  other  external  Inconveniencies  ^  and  the 
more  virulent  any  infeaious  Mlafmata  are, 
the  fooner  do  they  affed  fuch  Habits^ 

and 
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and  it  feems  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  be 
preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia,  like  fo 
many  Officers  feizing  the  Weak  and  Help^ 
iexS  Hr  ft  j  and  fiich  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
own  hsature^  in  fubtilizing  thofe  which  are 
grofs,  acuating  the  dull,  heating  the  cold, 

changing  the  natural  Ferments,  and  hi^Hiort, 

by  ■  inducing  oppofite  Qualities  into  the 
whole  Confiitution. 

moreover,  in  this  Regard  we 
may  confider  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
mongft  Cattle,  which  foregoe  an  InfeHion 
amongft  [Mankind ;  for  theie  Creatures 
living  for  the  moR  Part,  both  Night  and 
Hay,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  m.ore 
influenced  by  it  when  tainted,  but  are  alfb 
hurt  by  the  infectious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
thers  upon  the  Herbage^  as  likewife  they 
are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to  feel 
its  firfl:  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freeit  Pro^ 
grefs  is  in  open  Places. 

MOREOVER,  when  there  is  a  ge¬ 
neral  Sadnefs  and  ConRernation  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeR 
Caufe,  fo  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
pale  and  Ipiritlefs,  who  can  think  but 
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tliat  fome  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand? 


AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear:  a 
very  difficult  Conjefture,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we  duly  confider  the  ftraiige 
Intercourfe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain '  with  Things  very  occult? 
and  at  a  Diftance  ^  for  wholbever  rightly 
ii^eighs  this  Matter^  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fabtile  Impreffions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  ^  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  tho’  obfciirely,  any  approach-^ 
iog  Evil,  and  confequentiy  of  exciting  a- 
mongft  the  Populace  a  general  Apprehenfion 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miraculous 
Iniluence. 

LASTLY,  All  fore-bodingS'  of  any 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  manifeil:- 
ly  from  the  Influence  of  the  pefiilential 
Afiafnata'^  and  the  further  oil  fuch  Impref- 
iions  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  prc- 
gnoEicate  the  future  Calamity  will  be; 

^  j 

becaufe  iiich  Irradiations  at  a  Diftance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  TraE  of  Air, 
denote  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 
theii  Oiigin^,  when  therefore  thePeEilence 
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feldom  appears  without  iuch  Forewarnings 
and  gradually  diiFules  according  to  the 
greater  or  lelTer  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aeriai 
Poifon  to  move  in^  and  the  firh:  Perceptions 
of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 
Defolations  may  not  be  expe£led  from  it 
when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 


^  Fefiilence  that  is  fierce  and  deadly  in 
its  jirfl  Attack,  foon  ceafes, 

I  call  fuch  a  Pefiilence  fierce,  that  imme¬ 
diately  deftrqys  the  ftrongeft  Conftitutions 
and  which  being  every  where  diifufed,  feizes 
all  at  once*  for  the  fboner  the  venomous 
Semlnium  is  fpread  and  wahed,  the  fooner 
will  its  Fury  be  over. 

THE  Tifnes  of  a  Pejl Hence  in  its  De¬ 
ere  afe^  are  in  Proportton  to  the  T tmes  of 
its  Increaje, 


FOR  the  infeO:ious  Poifon  does  not  a6!: 
precariouily,  but  in  a  regular  and  uniform 
Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  late  Sickiiefs  amongft  us;  (not  to 
mention  others  at  a  greater  Diflance  of 
Place  and  Time)  but  this  will|  be  beF 

made 
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made  appear  from  the  Tables  of  Mortality 
hereunto  annexed^ 

THE  Caufe  of  a  Pejlilence  being 
moved^  Jpent^  or  extinguijhed^  its  Effecls 
immediately  ceafe^ 


A  S  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  fo  the  peftilential  Viru¬ 
lence  continually  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  is  fupplied 
with  that  necelTary  Tahiilum  will  it  lafl  s 
Although  1  acknowledge  that  fometimes 
thele  fatal  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  lino- 
thered  in  their  own  Ruins,  for  fome  Time, 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  out  again 
into  its  firft  Fury,  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguilhed* 
And  hence  perhaps  fbme  may  be  led  into 
an  Error  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-sval 
with  the  World,  and  its  continual  Subfiftance 
in  one  Place  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
cumftances  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin¬ 
drance;  for  the  very  Increafe  of  the  pe- 
flilential  Seminmm,  after  every  Interval  of 
Recefs,  plainly' ^]^ews  it  to  take  freflrRoot- 
and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  of  it,  I  can¬ 
not  fee  how  the  fame  can  appear  again ; 

\ 

And 
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And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft  con- 
tinual  Varieties  in  different  Infections* 

WE  now  come  in  Courfe  to  fpeak  of 
thofe  Prognofficks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  InleCled* 

EVERT  Hemorrhage  is  bady  hut  a  Flux 
of  the  Menfts  always  fataL 

A  Loofenefs  of  the  Bowels^  efpeciallj  in 
the  Beginnings  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Deaths, 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a 
Diafhorefis  ^is  prevented,  the  Strength  is 
wafted,  and  the  Poifon  is  fo  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fbmetimes  to  indued 
Mortification;  the  Cafe  is  likewife  not 
much  better  when  the  Fdices  are  extreamly 
fetid,  and  there  is,  no  Relief  thereby  ;  or 
*  when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come  a- 
way  involuntarily,  efpecially  when  attended 
with  a  Byfentery. 

W HE  R  E  the  Lungs  are  tender^  weak^ 
or  dijlemperedy  it  generally  ends  ilL 

FOR  I  can  hardly  remember  any  one 
who  had  bad  Lungs  that  efcaped  in  the 

late 
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late  Sicknefs  ^  and  it  was  a  conftant  Ob^ 
fervation,  that  Afthmatick  Perfons^  not 
only  by  frequent  and  hard  Infpiration  drew 
in  more  of  the  poifdnous  Steams  than  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ,  gave  Opportunity  to  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 

WHEN  Perfons  grew  no  better  for 
Sweatings  but  weaker^  and  the  Dijlemper 
higher^  it  iv^S‘  judged  fataL 


FOR  after  [Nature  had  made  fuch  an 
Effort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofe, 
all  Hopes  of  Recovery  could  not  but  va- 
niili.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  and  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength,  muit  be  the 
Confequence  of  ilich  a  WaE  ^  and  a  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  Sweat  likewiie  brings  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it  -  and 
thofe  hot  fnarp  Sweats,  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alfo  to  be  fuipefted ;  Moreover, 
it  is  very  hazardous,  when  cold  Sweats  come 


after  fucli  hot  ones.  But  the  mofc  cer¬ 
tain  Fatality  of  all,  is  from  fuch  Sweats 
as  have  a  cadaverous  Smelly  altho’  there 
v/as  fometimes  a  very  di.[agreeable  fcented 
Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered,  as  with 
it  exhaled  the  preftilential  Venom. 
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A  Lofs  of  Appetite  jor  a  great  while^ 
proved  mojl  commonly  but  a  dangerous 
Progmflick. 

1  T  appear  S3  by  what  hath  been  already 
laid,  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infe£lion  ^  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  it  was  nedehary  that  there 
fnould  enfiie  a  Defeft  of  Ndurilhitient  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Perfon  much  mote’ 
liable  to  the  worh  Influences  of  the  Dh 

t 

flemper,  and  even  to  Erofion  and  Sphacela^ 
tion  of  the  Stomach. 

\ 

t)  E  A  F  N  ESS  joined  with  Drowfnejs^ 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  foon  appear. 

VV HEN  Buboes  went  in  again  without 
due  Evacuation.^  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued^  Matters  were  generally  doubtful^ 
and  for  the  niof  Part  ijerj  dangerous. 

I  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated,  whenfoev^er  thefe  Tumours  dif- 
appeared  of  a  fudden  without  any  manifefl: 
Caule  ^  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 
Milch ief^  andvt^as  extreanlly  dilBcult  to  be 

h  got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  j  yet  if  Sweats  - 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return, 
and  bring  again  Matters-  into  an  hopeful 
State. 

W  HENS  DEFER  thefe  Tumours 
4re  difcoloured^  ef^ecUllj  tending  to  BUck~ 
nefs^  or  do  not  fuppurate,  or  are  infenftble^ 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  will  be 
morfe, 

THE  more  Buboes  there  are^  fo  that 
they  fuppurate^  the  better. 

C  ARBV  NC  LES  are  always  more 
dangerous  than  Buboes  ; 

i 

BOTH  on  Account  of  their  fharper 
Pain,  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 

THE  fmaller  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Compafs^  and  their  Situation  remote  from  the 
Vifcera  ^greater  F ^jfelsj  Tendons^  and  Nerves^ 
anT  the  fewer  they  are  in  Number^  by  fo 
much  it  is  the  better ;  andj  on  the  contrary^ 
when  they  fpread  like  a  Gangrene^  and  are 
near  the  principal  Parts ^  ks  the  Breajl  or 
Bekf  and  alfo  are  numerous^  or  iividy  the 

Fate 
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Fate  of  the  pMient  may.  he  froncumed 
defperate. 

THE  pefiilential  Tokens^  ejfeciallj 
when  they  are  deep^  are  the  fare  and  jpeedj 
Mejfengers  of  Death. 

O  R  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
folio  tvs  thefe  particular  ones  :  although  therd 
is  fometimes  (as  before  obferved)  fome  Time 
given  between  one  and  the  other,  as  fdr  twd 
or  three  Days. 

A  Complication  of  bad  Symptoms  together^ 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  PForld, 

NAY,  fometimes  when  there  are  thany 
Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obRinate  Coji-^ 
tinuance  of  one  bad,  is  enough  to  determine 
the  Patient’s  Fate.  ^  , ' 

FROM  the  inconjlant  Appearance  of 
the  Urine j  there  can  he  no  certain  fudg-^ 
ment  made^ 

THE  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  Patients  is 
generally  not  ^o  be  diRinguiihed  from  that 
ot  healthful  Perlbns,  although  fometimes  ^ 
its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured  ^  this  a 
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certain  Phyfician  found  to  his  Coft,  who 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infefted 
by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died. 

THE  Pulfe,  rvhich  in  dl  other  Difeafes 
is  dmofi  a  certain  IndeXy  in  this  Sicknefs 
could  not  be  at  all  trufled  to» 

THOSE  who  were  comatous  in  the 
Beginning  or  Height  of  the  Difeafes  Jeldom 
efcapedi^ 

T  H  E  S  E  Prognofticks  I  thought  my  felf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  I 
propofed  to  my  felf  herein  ^  but  that  I 
iiaye  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excuied  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  Judgment 
in  thefe  Matters  ^  for  luch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peffilence,  that  many 
Patients  were  lofl:  when  they  were  thought 
in  a  fafe  Recovery  •,  and  when  we  thought 
the  Conqueff  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  theVidory-,  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  loff  ^  much 
to  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N  VI. 

Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  late  Pe/lilence^ 

Although  a  pefillential  InfeTion 
is  extreamly  dangerous^  and  doubtful 
as  to  its  Confeqiiences,  very  few  being 
fpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greateh  Height, 
yet  we  are  by  no  Means  to  defpair  in  fo 
great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  the  whole 
Race  of  Mankind  to  DehruHion  as  fooii 
as  it  comes,  but  be  rather  Simulated  to 
greater  Endeavours ;  and,  like  faithful  ML 
niflers  of  hJature,  Rudy  all  Helps  againfl 
fuch  common  and  grievous  Calamities. 

BUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
which  feeks  Affihance  from  Medicine,  it 
may  be  neceifary  to  exhort  the  InfeHed 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  Peeking 
Forgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  imploring  his 
Bleffing  upon  thofe  Remedies  and  Means 
for  Recovery,  which  even  the  moft  skilful 
Phyhcian  can  prefer ibe. 

THE  IiifeTed  alfb  ought  to  be  admo^ 
niffied  that  they  make  their  and 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  lb  as  to  pre- 
vent  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  leaft  by  the 
Severity  of  fuch  a  Dihemper  they  f^iould 
chance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  be 
done  before  they  are  afFefted  at  all  in 

their  Under  handings  by  the  Difeafe. 

% 

LASTLY,  It  is  likewife  to  be  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Sick,  that,  they  quietly,  fubmifiive- 
ly,  and  with  a  chearful  ConfidenGe,  comr 
anit  themlelves  to  the  Care  and  Manasie- 
ment  of  their  Phyficians :  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger  ^  and^  what  Variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 
him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfelf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  ? 

BUT  to  do  Juilice  to  the  Sacred  Art- 
in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 
pifeafes,  this  muft  eternize  the  Sons  of 
Efctdafim^  that  they  feem  to  be  born  for 
the  Publick  Good,  by  their  Ufefulnefs  even 
in  a  Pehilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com¬ 
mon  Calamipes  pf  Life  •  but  on  this  Head 
I  ihall  forbear  Dying  more,  knowina;  how 
unwoiLiiy  I  am  to  give  due  Honour  to  fb, 
much  Worths 


BUT 
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BUT  ill  the  Profecution  hereof,  as  feme 
heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
to  no  Purpofe  in  finding  an  miverfal  Jpedfici 
againfi:  the  Pefiiilence,  and  have  impofed 
many  palpable  Falfities  upon*  the  World 
under  fuch  Pretences  ^  fo  our  modern  Coal- 
Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impofed 
them  upon  the  credulous  Populace.  Ceiv 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  them- 
felves  to  be  deemed  peflilential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Pra£i:ice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon :  For  it  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Queflion  be  fairly  Rated, 
any  one  will  be  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difeovered  in  Nature, 
the  full  and  abfolute  Effence  of  a  Pefti- 
lence,  but  that  it  Rill  remains  a  MyRery  to 
Mankind  *  wherefore  in  this  DiRemper  a 
Perfon  muR  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 
a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manifeR  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  and  a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto*,  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Pvule  of  PTOcedure,  al¬ 
though  the  Severity  of  the  DiRemper  may 
conquer  feveral,  yet  many  alfb  may  be 
feived. 
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I  T.  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 
phyfician  has  to  do  in  this  Calamity  ^  as 
therefore  the  piieafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 
Help  muft  be  immediately  procured,  and 
the  PhyliGian  ought  to  hy  to  the  Patient’s 
Succour,  leaf};,  by  ^any  Omiilion,  the  Gale 
fnould  be  got  beyond  PvGcovery,  and  a  Per- 
ifon  bedoh:  for  Want  of  timely  A ih fiance. 

WHEN  the  Phyfician  is  come,  he 
ought  ^  to  addrels  the  Patient  with  Cliear- 
fulneis,  and  blame  thofe  Fears  and  melan- 
choly  Apprehenfioiis  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Difiemiper, 
by  cutting  off  all  FI  opes  of  Recovery. 

'  LASTLY,  According  to  t|ie  general 
pireftpry  of  our  College  beiorementioned, 
the  mofi  generous  and  eihcacious  Medicines 
mufi  be  contrived  with  the  utmoil:  Care  and 

■  V  1  ■  ■  ,  ;  c 

Deliberation. 

I  N  the  firfi  Place  then,  whether  Phlp- 
hotomy  is  to  be  pra8:ifed  or  not,  is  jufi- 
ly  to  be  queftioned  •  and  indeed  I  iiiould 
pafs  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  raili  Perfons,  who  not 
paly  let  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  but 
'  '  order . 
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order  it  likewife  to  be  repeated  until 

the  Patient  faints.  i 

BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
it  our  own  Pra£l:iGe  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In- 
ftances,  'that  Bleeding  in  a  genuine  PeEi- 
^  knee  is  not  only  to  be  fufpeTed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious ;  for  we  ,  have  many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  Life  drawn  away 
together  •  which  makes  it  ahonifliing  to 
fee  the  Pradifers  in  fuch  Mifchief  dare 
to  juhife  the  fatal  Error ;  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation  ?  Is  it  intenfe 
Heat,  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  \/ef* 
fels?  Or  is  it  to  give  Vent  to  the  pehi-* 
lential  Poifon  to  make  its  efcape  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd  ^ 
for  if  the  other' ""Symptoms  do  not  remit 
with,  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plung. 
ed  into  the  utmoE  Flazard  ^  for  how  can 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  be  depurated, 
if  the  febrile  Heat  is  extinguiilied  ?  Not 
today  any  thing  of  a  Suppreiiion  of  fa- 
Iiitary  Breathings  hereby,  a  Perverficn  of 
the  natural  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 
Spirits. 
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THEY  alfo  are  under  as  great  an  Er- 
ror,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  from  the  Turgefceiicy  of  the  VelTels  ; 
for  while  inordiate  Hurries  are  excited 
in  the  Blood,  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  ftriving  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  one  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  feeming  Plenitude  •  what  Mad- 
nefs  then  muft  it  be,  in  order  to  remove 
an  imaginary  Fiilnefs,  to  fink  the  neceffary 
Strength  by  a  rafti  Effufion  ot  Blood  ? 

A ISJ  D  lailly,  the  morbifick  Poifon  is 
not  of  that  kind,  as  to  feek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  flowing  Blood*,  and  which  (as  before 
proved;  affeaing  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
refiding  in  other  Veffels,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  in  a  Pehilence  impraCldcabie. 
I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  poilibiy  be  Circumftances  in  malignant 
and  peftilentiai  Fevers,  which  may  juftifie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
fion  lake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Mef7res : 
But  in  a  genuine  Pehilence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  I  can 
remember,  who  furvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 
nefs  ^  but  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  more 
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upon  a  Subje£l:  fo  plain,  and  therefore  I 
fliall  pafs  to  what  is  of  more  Corifequence.  - 


A  S  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emetkk  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eating,  or  by 

!  a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  ^or  when  there 
i  .  . 

I  is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth ; 

!  fo  that'  any  particular  Conformation  of 
the  Breaft  and  Neck  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  •,  and  amongft  thefe  Remedies,  they 
tire  preferrable  which  plentifully  excite 
Vomiting  without  working  alfo  down- 

I 

wards. 

O  F  this  kind  are  the  Sjr.  Blafari  Per- 
tielijj  Syr»  Scabkf,  compof,  Oxymel,  Scillit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Kitrioli  ^  but  the  Antimonial 
Preparations  are  not  fo  advifable.  The 
*  Dofe  of  the  Emetkk  ought  to  be  lar^e 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon  •,  and 
the  PolTet-drink  ufed  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthinefs, 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Cardms^  Scordiumj 
Meadow-fweetj  Butter-Burr ^  &c.  boiled  in  it. 
In  my  own  PraHice,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
Poffet-driiik  abovementioned,  fweetned  with 

(imfle 
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fimfle  Oxymel,  without  any  other  previous 

Emetick  given. 

\ 

AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  j4lexipharmick  Medicines,  its  Force 
may  be  greatly  Rrengthned  by  adding  Sto- 
fn^ichicks  to  the  jilexlfharmich :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove.  Symptomati¬ 
ca!,  Emetich  are  by  all  Means  to  be  a- 

V 

voided  \  lead:  the  Phylician  (like  old  Nur- 
ies,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Rules  of  PraO-ice)  ihould  promote  that 
Symptom,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafle 
the  Spirits,  and  follicit  the  peftileatial  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diifant  Parts  • 

1 

which,  when  fixed  there,  Rill  irritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  ah 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies. 

jt 

ALTHOUGH  in  other  Cafes  a  Vo¬ 
miting  may  be  removed  by  Emetich^  yet 
in  a  PeRilence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
fuch  Practice  *  becaufe  the  Malignity,  or 
rather  Nitro-ialine  Ejfhviay  vellicate  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
on  Convulfions:  And  fome  Per  Tons  leem 
tp  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 

with 
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with  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fate 
to  indulge  them  in,  becaufe  fuch  a  Senfa- 
tion  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  from  the 
peftilential  Poifbn  vellicating  the  Mem- 
!  branes,  while  the  Stomach  is  it  felf  free 
I  from  Food,  or  bad  Humours  y  but  what 
I  further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  to 
I  be  further  confidered  under  the  Cure  of 
I  Symptoms. 

Moreover,  Purges  are  juRiy reck¬ 
oned  amongft  Medicines  of  great  Efficacy  * 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  ufed 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty,  and 
full  of  Controverfy  amongft  Phyficians 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  peftilential 
Difeales,  the  Differences  of  Conftitutioiis, ' 
the  various  Complication  of  Circumftaixes, 
the  Uncertainty  of  Seafons,  Uc.  do  make 
impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  ^  wherefore  I  ftiall  go  no  further 
than  what  my  own  Pradice  hath  enabled 
me  to  judge  concerning  it. 

A  Turgefcency  or  Diftemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  for  an  Evacu-. 
ation  this  Way  ^  that  is,  when  ^the  Hu¬ 
mours  are  troublefome  more  by  their 

Qj-iantity 
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Quantity  than  any  ftiiuulating  Quality  * 
vvJien  therefore  the  Conftitution  is-  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  Digeflion  nor  Expuliion,  Cathanich 
are  certainly  neceffary  to  help  away  the 
Load,  and  efpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excefs. 


BUT  if  this  Evacuation  be  delayed  till 
the  Juices  have  received  the  pehilential 
Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 
depurated,  than  purged  away  by 
tichy  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  truft  to 
the  Strength  of  hsature,  when  Things  are 
gone  fo  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  own  Way  : 
And  whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 


fufed,  or  (according  to  fome)  coagulated, 
purguig  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided*  for  in  the  firii  Cafe  they  fur-^ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  befides  the 
HaZtiid  Oi  bieaXing  open  liich  Veilels  as 
,  in^ty  not  without  great  Difficulty  be  aG:ain 
clofed  *,  the  fame  Medicines  are  alfo  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood’s  Coagulation,  becaufe  they 
evacuate  only  the  ierous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Reinaiiider  more  vifcid  and  tenacious 
whereby  ObhruTions  are  rendred  more’ 
perveri'e  and  unconquerable,  and  the  Eao-. 


uant  Matter  without  a  Pofllbility  of  Di- 


iution,. 
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I  lution,  and  Reftitution  to  its  prifline  State 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  flrongiy  incloling 
the  peftilential  Poifon  at  the  fame  Time  ; 
it  is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  fo 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbifick  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace- 
I  lation  follow  thereupon. 

■I 

! 

I  THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  pradifed 
I  with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to"  be  confulted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  unfafe,  but  fatal  ^  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Simulated  by 
the  Cathartick,  and  the  Humours  greatly, 
put  into  Fufion  by  its  ratifying  Qualities, 
they  will  be  apt  to  pals  off  in  too  large 
a  Profulion. 

WHAT  can  a  Perfon  likewife  expefb 
to  do  with  a  Catharticky  in  Diforders  of 
the  Spirits  ?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Humours 
of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle  the  Spirits  that 
are  opprelfed,  cloudy,  and  almoff  extinft, 
by  fiich  Means  3  and  further,  as  the  Sub- 
tilty  of  the  peffilential  Poifon  inclines  it 
rather  to  efcape  by  the  fuperficial  Pores, 
than  the  larger  Emunflories,  this  Me- 

thod 
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tliod  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency^ 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  Circum- 
fcrcncG  to  tliG  Ccntci  j  I  Ccinnot  ini3.giii6 
what  they  prbpofe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and  Grip- 
ings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Mortifications,  as 

beforementioned. 

B  U  T  if  after  all  Confiderations  any  Per- 
fon  thinks  it^  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 
be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infeflion,  and  With  fomewhat  that  operates 
fpeedily  *,  and  to  which  Purpofe  thole  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  beh,  as  for  Example  t 

^  AngeliCdi  fimfU  g  ij.  Syr, 

de [fink  Ccrvina  §  j*  Blix,  frofrictatls  Crollii  vet 
Antipc^ilentialis  9).  cfr  inter dum»  5  j? .  diifolve 
falls  ahjynthii  gr.  YXi],  M.  S.  Fiat  hauflus  ho'ra 
-  commodky  cF  ^yfo  remittendo  dandiis* 

A  Solution  alfo  of  FiL  Ruffi  frotn  3  f.  td 
o  j.  may  be  made  in  Marigold  Watery  by  thofe 
who  like  that  better.  They  who  pleale 
like  wife  may  ufe  the  following  : 

W  ExtraEh.  filularum  Rujf  5  ij.  rcfn  Tcdafll 
9  j,  trochifc.  'de  rhdharh.  3  ]•  gtim>  ammoniacl 
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in  aceto,  fcillit,  foluti  ^  j.  falls  Tart  art  ^  abfyfithli^ 
ana  gr,  rlij.  cum  tlnB,  Therladali  'q.  f  jiat  majfi 
^  cujus  &  j.  conglohentur  filuU  vij,  vtl  viij.  Bof 
In  confituttone  athletwa  ad  9  ij.  J)rout  medico 
vlfum  fuerlt  varlanda* 

I N  a  DIfeafe  that  will  admit  of  no 
Delay,  it  is  beft  to  evacuate  but  little^  yet 
that  not  flowly ;  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  firft  'Seizure^ 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Fluids :  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digehion  is  to  be  ex- 
peTed  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
be  no  Room  for  Alterants  or  Dlge/llves  t  But 
when  the  Body  is  very  collive,  I  judge  it 
mod:  convenient  and  fafe  to  do  this  with 
Suppoftoriesi 

BUT  all  Authors  and  prafticai  Phyiici- 
ans  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pehh 
lential  Malignity  as  foon  as  poffible  ^  which 
is  expeditioufly  and  furprizingly  done  by 
Alexipharmich  *,  and  to  thefe^  as  foon  as  the 
Belly  is  loofiied,  Recourfe  muft  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  ReRige  :  And  there 
as  fdch  Plenty  of  Remedies  of  this  kind, 
that  Nature  feenis  to  hate  ,  had  more  than 

an 


i6i  Concerning  the  Cure 

an  ordinary  Indulgcnco  and  Forecaft,  in 
providing  againfi:  this  deftruaive  Enemy  of 
Mankind  •  nor  hath  the  medicinal  Art  been 
likewife  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma¬ 
ny  Preparations  of  Simfles^  that  are  power¬ 
ful  againif  fo  grievous  a  Deftroyer.  But 
in  this  great  Choice  it  behoves  us  to  feleft 
thofe  which  are  moft  efficacious  ^  for  this 
Diftemper^  which  is  certainly  the  mofi:  ty¬ 
rannical  of  any  that  befets  a  humane  Body, 
may  be.  fometimes  conquered  in  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  got  to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  m_anag€d  by  the  greatefi:  Eiforts  of 
humane  SkilL 

AMONGST  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
F^ro-mian  Snah  Root,  when  frefii  and  fragrant, 
is  the  moft  efficacious*,  info  much  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  fuch  great 
Virtue  flioiild  refide  in  fuch  minute  Fibres, 
having  a  Taft  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatick  Scent,  and '^difc over ing  fomewhat 
wonderful  and  almoit  fupernatural  ^  fo  that 
it  defervedly  is  accounted  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  and  generous  Diafhoretick  and  Alexi- 
fhannick  for  expelling  tlie  peftilential  Poi- 
fon.  Its  Dofe,  finely  powdered,  is  from 
gr,  iv.  or  vi.  to  9  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 

due 
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diie  Regard  being  had  to  the  Strength  and 
Age  of  the  Patient. 

1  H  E  next  Place  is  juMy  given  to  the 
Contrayerva-Root^  from  which  alfo  a  cpm- 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  ihall  hereafter 
defcribe,  is  admirably  contrived:  The 
Dole  of  this  in  fine  Powder  is  from  9  i.  to 
3"  1.  in  Angelica^  or  Scordkim  Water,  or  in 
Wine,  ckrc. 

there  are  other  Roots  likewife 
which  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us, 
to  be  very  good  for  the  *  fame  Purpofes  ■ 
and  with  which,  as  Occafion  requires,  ma¬ 
ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  effeH  that  with  a  united  Force 
which  they  could  not  do  fingJy  •  in  this 
Clafs  are  the  Roots  of  A^/^gelica^  ScoYz.oyieru^ 
Butterbur^  Mafterwort^  torment  Zcdoary^ 
Garlick  ,  Elicampane  ,  Valerian ,  Birthwort^ 

J  j 

Gentian^  Bittany^  and  many  others,  which 
any  Per  Ion  that  loves  Variety  may  find 
in  proper  Authors. 

i 

B  TJ  T  even  Gratitude  obliges  me  not 
to  omit  laying  Ibinewhat  of  Ginger^  which 
I  have  prefcribed'  both  in  the  Root  pow¬ 
dered,  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 

M  2  Sue- 
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Succefs,  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to  raife 
a  breathing  Sweat,  and  defend  the  Spirits 
againh  the  Feftilential  Impreliion. 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex- 
trad-s,  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vi¬ 
negar  j  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
more  fiibtil  Partkies  colleded  together, 
and  divefted  of  their  groifer  and  unpiofit- 
able  Parts,  become  more  efficacious  in  Me¬ 
dicinal  Cafes. 

T  H  E  Leaves  of  Vegetables  moft  ufed 
in  Pradice,  are  Scordium^  Rue^  Sage^  V rronica^ 
Dr  agon  j  the  le^er  Cent  awry  y  ScahiouSy  Timfinelj 
Marygoldsy  and  Baum-y  and  from  which,  on  Oc- 
cafion,  are  feveral  Formula  contrived. 

I 

GOOD  Vehicles  to  wafn  down  and  faci¬ 
litate  the  takins;  more  efficacious  Medicines^ 
are  made  of  the  Waters  difiilled  from 
thofe  Herbs  while  they  are  deili  and  fra¬ 
grant  (having  not  yet  lofi:  their  volatile  Salt)  * 
for  thofe  which  are  commonly  kept  for  Or¬ 
nament  in  the  Shops  are  infipid,  and  of  little 
or  no  Worth.. 

A  Flyffus  allb  of  tlyd  lame  Herbs  is 
prelbrraDle  to  the  Waters,  made'  alter 

this 
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I  this  Manner-  Let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
j  be  drawn  from  the  green  and  lucciilent 
j  Plant,  and  the  Juice  be  expreffed  from  ano- 
;|  ther  Parcel  of  the  lame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 

rated  by  Handing  ^  let  then  both  be  evapo- 
I  rated  to  the  ConiiHence  of  and 

I  Irom  it  a  TinHure  drawn  with  Ibroe 

I  inore  diHilled  Water  and  a  little  Spi- 

I  rit  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 

poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  ExtraSb  • 
i  allb  fi’om  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  eilential 

I  Oil,  and  from  the  Refidlum^  after  DiHillation 

!  the  Salt.  Of  the  ExtraH  take  5  iv.  of  the  Salt 

I  §/,  and  of  the  Oil  50  drops,  and  mix  them 

I  together,  where  let  them-,  lie  to  iiicorpo- 

I  rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 

I  The  inlpiifated  Juices  Jikewife  of  c  thele 

I  Ingredients  are  of  good  Erfea,  and  in  the 

Wiinei,  DeccHions  may  conveniently  be 
made  of  them  for  the  fame  medicinal  Pur- 
*  pokes  •  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
-  Cafe  may  be  yet  the  mmre  efficacious,  they 
may  be  joined  with  Alkdins-Salts  dillolved 
in  a  proper  Menfirvatm :  For  by  this  Means 
the  1  one  of  the  Stomach  will  be  Hrength- 
ned.  Putrefaction  will  be  prevented,  the 
nitro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  refilled,  or  at 
leaf!  precipitated,  aiici  a  Diapborejls  pro¬ 
moted. 

M  3  SOME 
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SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of,  great  Ufe 
in  Pradice  as  the  Powder  of  Berries 
irken  to  the  Quantity  of  one  Dram  in  two 
Parts  .,pt  Elder Vinegar^  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine'^  the  Spirit  like  wife  drawn  from, 

i  - 

Elder  Berries  \^ou\di  do  the  fame -in  a  Dofe 

*  j  • 

of  §  iij.  or  §  iv.  the  Spirit  of  Juniper  Berries 
given  to  g  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts y  with  ^  Treacle-Watery  as  alfo  from 
the  Seeds  of  Cardmsy  Citronsy  &c.  '  had 
iikewife  their  due  Recommendations  in 

t  • 

powerfully  promoting  Sweat. 

•r.  .  . 

j.  .u  -  • 

BUT  I  “^kaow  nothing  amongfi:  the 
Simples  that  hath'fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to¬ 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Bez^oary  and  which 
ftill  hath  fo' great  a  Name  •  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradiT  a  re¬ 
ceived  .  Opinion,  I  have  been  fo  confirmed 
by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifehly 
denies  its  Virtues  to_  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value  :  And  I  have  really  given  it 
in  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50  Grains, 
without  any  manner  ofEifeft:  And  I  dare 
affirm  that  theBez.oar  with  which  I  made  thefe 
Trials  was  genuine. 


THE 


or  the 


9 


/ 


T  HE  Powder  alfo  of  an  Vnlcornh  Horn^ 
fo  much  cried  up  for  an  Antidote,  never 
anfwered  any  good  Expeftations,  although 
I  had  feveral  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
’Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Virtues  : 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  Arfenical  Poi- 
fonsy  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  affured  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  agaiiifl  the 
peftilential  Virulence :  Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  whether  or 
no  there  is  fuch  an  Animal  in  Beine;  as  an 
Vnicorn ;  and  it  ihould  moreover  be  grant- 
edj  that  the  Horn  hath  thefe  ftupendious 
V  irtues  •  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
cnafeable  only  by  the  Rich  whereas  in  this 
dieadrul  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
infe£ied  ^  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 
Medicines  ffiould  be  contrived  for  them 
by  the  Phylicians  *,  in  the  hiumber  of  which, 
firh  occur  the  Tr aches  of  FlferSy  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  9  ii^  compound  Scordlum 
'iVatery  oi  the  volatile  of  Fifers  given  to 
^  fs.  in  the  fame  Veh  iC  1 0  •  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  fent  us  from  JSIew-EMglmd  fbme  Tro- 
ches  made  of  the  Fleili  of  a  Emle-Stj.ch, 
floni  'A^liich  I  fbuno.  more  Succels  amonpil; 
the  Sick,  than  thole  we  commonly  have 
here,  M  4  T  K  E 


T  H  E  Towder  of  T'oads  was  likewlfe 
Prodigiouily  extolled  by  every  Body*,  but 
I  found  more  Succe Is  in  Sprits  of  Harffhorn^ 
given  from  9  ij,  to  o  i*  in  Plague -water. 


A  YoLitli  was  feized  with  a  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  iliort,  all  /  Things  feem’d  to 


beipeak  him-  in  his  laid  Moments  ^  I  pre- 
fcribed  him  5  i.  of  the  forementioned  Spi¬ 
rits  in  ^  iij.  of  compound  Scorddum  IP  at  er  ; 


but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obfcinate,  I 
again  repeated  the  liime  in  three  fiours 


with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  ;  and  five 


lilihers  were  alfo  forthwith  applied,  after 
which,  in  about  half  an  Idour,  he  began  to 
move  his  Limbs,  and-  recollecl  himfelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead ;  But  at  laid,  when 
all  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appealed 


a  Dilcoioiiration  upon  one  of  his  Legs, 
where  a  Blifier  had  been  railed,  with  a 
Lofs  of  Senfe  very  near  to  a  'Sphacelation  ^ 
upon  this  the  aifefted  Part  was  deeply  icarh 
lied,  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
llepetitioii  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  the  Eleiling  of  Heaven,  again 
reitored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  Way. 
For  this  Spirit  is  of  fuch  a  fiery  Nature, 

that 
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thar  it  immediately  difperfes  through  the 
whole  Body and  on  Account  of  its  great 
d/olatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
cprrecl  the  faline,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
Pehlience :  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
that  it  is  the  mod  powerful  Dmfhoretick 
that  can  be  given  in  any  pifeafe  what-r 
foever. 

V/ H  ENSO.EVER  Things  are  brought 
tO  '  Extremity,  Jbme  have  Recourfe  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  Peltilence  by  mere  Force amoiigfi 
which,  the  chief  are  Mineral  Be:Loar^  Sulphur 
Auraturn^  Aurum  Vita^  &c.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  to  he  met  with  in  chymi- 
cal  Writers, . 

I  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under, 
this  Clafs  ^  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fpme  Simples  prudently  cho/en  may 
fingly  encounter  a  Peftilence  with  Succefs, 
as  well  as  home  other  Difeafes :  But  be- 
caufe  this  Evil  is  ufually  attended  with  fo 
*  many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to 
oppple  it  iliould  alio,  in  the  Cpinion  of 
fbme,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com- 
phcated  ^  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  izi  Battle 

agai.nft 
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againft  it  with  full  Front,  in  Order  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter-  To  this  Purpofe 
Ibme  of  the  Sons  of  Efculafius  have  invent¬ 
ed  manholdCompofitions^  andfomeof  them 
fb  prolix j  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeafe  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deftroyer. 

IT  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  our 
Bufinefs  here,  to  extra8:  all  the  Medicines 
which  fome  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End ;  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thofe  which  were  made 
Ufe  of  with  Succefs  in  the  late  Sicknefs  * 
and  in  this  Performance,  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College^  amongft  which 
firfi:  occurs  their  Flague^water. 

^  Fadic.  tormentUUj  angelica^  poeomay  z.edoa- 
rUy  glycirrhiTLay  helenil  ana  J  foL  Salvia^ 
ChelidonicZy  rutcCy  fummitat :  rorifmariniy  ahfynthiiy 
roris  foils y  artemificZy  pimfinelUj  dracunculiy  fca-- 
blofcy  agrimojiiay  mellffky  car  duly  hetontc<Zy  cen- 
taurii  min.  fol.  flor.  calendula  ana  M ^  i.  {alii 
addmt  floy\  papdverls  err  at :  paralyf.  ana  p.  iij.) 
incifay  &  ccntufa  infundantw  per  triduum  in 
lib.  viij.  van.  alb.  opt.  dein  F.  cauta  dJflillatio 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 

the 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Pehilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  nOt  to  be  pompoufly  contrived  with  a 


long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 
adapted  in  every  Refpea  to  phe  Circum- 
hances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Infe^led.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Water  is 
by,  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  to 
all*  or  to  every  one  in  the  fame  Manner; 
as  for  InEance,  not  at  all  to  Women  under 
their  menhrual  Purgations,  leaf!  it  fhould 
provoke  them  to  flow  too.  immoderately  - 
,nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 


MOREOVER  the  College^,  hath  appro^ 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Ends, 
from  which  we  may  extract  the  following  : 


5^  Diafcordiij  vel  JUithridatu.  3  j*  vet  ^ 

*  fiat  dijfolutlo  in  lib.  fi.  poJfetaU  alter  at  a  cum 
fartihus  aq,  vinl  alhiy  &  aceti  oft.  Mifce  detur 
hac  fotio  fervefaEiay  dgro  Jlragulis  hem  cooferto. 
Or, 


Radic.  j4?jg€lica  g  ij.  torment ilU  §j.  in'- 
fufisy  (3^  decoHis  in  aq.  font.  q.  f,  ad  tertia  f, 
confiumftionemy  adde  fucci  limonum  iij.  n)el 
aceti  g  j  fi.  hlhat  corrcftm  vij,  vel  viij.  hujm 
afozematis  calefaBi Or,  Sem. 
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^  Sem.  9  j.  fern,  citrl  gr*  xxvj. 

cnchianelh  caphura  gr.  xijriinfcey  fiatpulvisy 

ex  hanfiu  aq.  car  duly  calenduUy  vel  fcordii  fu- 
mendus^  Or^ 


✓ 


<  5^  Exprejfwnem  fiercoris  ^acclni  recent  is  in 
aceto  acerrimo  infufi  ad  cochL  vij.  vel  viij.  Or^ 

^  TEeriaca  A?idrom*  9  ij.  EleB.  de  ovo  vulg> 
^  J?»  faBd  dijfolutione  in  hauftu  pojfetala  cardu- 
at£y  fiat  potioy '  hihatur  calefaBa  expeUandq  fu-- 
dor  is  exundationem.  >>' 

W  E  fliall  hereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thofe  Medicines  which  by  the  Colieire  were 
contrived  for  the  Poor ;  now  therefore  take 
thofe  which  by -daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moft  Efficacy,  and  deferve  to  hand  firft 
on  that  ilccouiit. 


A  Compound  Anti- 

Radic.  Scorz,oner£j  petafitidis  ana  ^  v.  ati^ 
gelic£y  torment ilU  C.  C  C.  ana  ^  j.  foL  Scordiiy 
Amarriay  melijfa  ana  Hd'].  flor»  calenduUj  horr- 
rag*  ana  Adds*  hacc.  juniper iy  hedera  ana  ^  j. 
fenu  cltri  S  ij.  coriandri  prap.  5  j.  fs.  caricas  nu- 
mero  iij.  incijay  cr  frap,  in  duabas  p.  aqu>  font. 


pejlikntid  DecoBion. 
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tenia  p.  ^a:eti  ' infundanturj  e^  dccoqum^ 
tuTy  f?ib  finem  addenda  glycyr,  taleolat)m  JeUa 
§  j.  in  exprejfionis  lib.  iij.  dijf&lve  theriaca  Jn- 
drom.  §  iijc  nitri  purijfmi  5  iij.  &  adms.  in¬ 
ter  dum  Spin  Fitrioliy  vel  Sulpk  guttas  d'qmt  ad 
levkfculam  aciditatem.  Sometimes  alfo  we 
add,  hereunto  Syrup  of  the  Juice  of  Citrons^ 
or  Baum  ^  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  ut- 
moh  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 
to  be  confuked  than  his  Palate-,  and  all 
Sugars  we  often  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 
Load  upon  the  Medicine’s  Operation,  and 
'  in  no  wife  fit  for  a  Stomach  affefled  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dofe  of  this  DecoTion  fe 
from  8  to  lo  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

An  Alexiterid  Water. 

Badic^  Contrayerva  J  j.  fcorr^onera  hljpan. 
jingelica  ana  ^  j.  j^ol.  Scordii  galega  ana  d/f,  iij. 
fi-  ,  rubr.  calendula^  ana  p.  iij.  raf.  C.  C.  ehoris 
ana  ^  j.  hacc.  juniper i^  hedera  ana  §  ij.  in  aettn 
jamhucino  per  triduurn  macerat ;  'diEbamni  cretiei^ 
cortic.  limonum  ana  g  j.  fucc.  mclijfe^  cardui^ 
angelica  ana  lib.  d-  ^ceti  opt.  lib.  ij.  diftUla  in 
organis  humiliorihus  pojl.  deb.  infufionem.  Or, 

Succ.  Scordiiy  acetofk  ana  Ith.  j,  ^alega  lib. 
fe.  fucc.  limonum^  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  j.  theriac. 

Androm‘ 
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■Androm>  g  iij*  digere  difiilU  Dof,  ad  cochL  vj. 
vet  vnj>  ■ 

Or, 

Alexkeria  Hb.  ij.  theriac*  Ahdrorn* 
J  iij.  EleB»  de  ovo  §  j.  digere y  filtray  &  ufui 
fervay  Dof,  ad  cochL  vj.  vel  viij.  fhlalam  a^ 

Or, 

Summit  ahfynthijy  ruta  ana  M  j.  Scordii^ 
dracuncull  ana  Miij.  aceti  famhuc,  lib.  iij* 
difiilla  in  'vejtcay  turn  in  liquore  dijfolve  falis 
fraxiniy  carduiiy  vel  Scordii  Vitriolat,  5  lij.  Dof* 
ad  cochL  iv.  vel  v*  ejficaciter  elicit  fidorem 
hac  Aqua* 


A  Treacle  Water* 


^  Eadic*  Afari  Virgin*'  g  fs.  contrayerva  §  j* 
tQrmentilUy<  feor^on,  fetaptidis  ana  §  j.  p.  fern, 
car  duly  calendula  y  ^angeiiccSy  citri  ana  5  iij.  quk 
bus  prap.  ajfunde  jpir.  viniy  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  Is^- 
diffolve  theriac*  Ven*  lib.  fs.  adde  croci  Arur* 
5  ij.  mifce  indantur  organis  vitreisy  du  poft  oBidu- 
anam  fuper  cineres  digeflionemy  diftilky  in  rojfra 
Alemhici  fuJj?endendo  caphura  5  iij.  Dof.  ad  coahl. 
V.  vel  vj. 


A 
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p 

Sails  jihfynthii^  vel  Scor dll j  Jive  Ruta  §  ij. 
flor.  Sulfhurls  tery  cjuaterve  fuhlimat.  g  j,  ol,  Ju- 
mperl  lib.  j.  inikem  mifc,  ^  per  hiduum  calore 
mediocri  bene  occlufarelinquey  dein  per  Retort  am 
dijiillay  etia.m  altera  vice  dijiillay  di^erendo  per 
biduumy  addenda  falls,  ahfynthij  g  j.  Dof  ad 
cochL  unumy  vel  duoy  ex  aq.  angelicly  vel  fcordiiy 
faccharatay  ad  old  v.  a.  e,  Commixttonem* 

J^megar. 

^  Radk,  Scorz^on,  Hlfp  an,  Chelidonla  maL  ana 
g  ij.  contr ayerva  g  i.  angelicly  tormentilla  ana 
g  i.  p.  fol  fcordiiy  melijfcy  fcahiofc  ana  M  ij. 
fummit,  Ruta  p,  ij.  dibbamni  cret.  M  is.  J?  or.  fam-- 
buciy  calendula  ana  p.  iij,  gr.  Junip.  g  ij.  raf  C.  C, 
ehoris  ana  g  j.  fern.  rut/Sy  car  duly  citri  ana  5  ij. 
portulaca  5  v.  cinam.  opt.  g  fs.  caryophylL  5  iij. 
Theriac.  Androm.  lib.  fs.  quibus  f  a.  prap.  af 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin.  alho  acerrimi  lib.  v.  vitro  opt. 
ohturato  digere  per  triduuniy  hisy  terve  de  die  con- 
quaffandoy  turn  caute  difiillay  fufpenfs  camphor  ay 
croci  ana  ^  ij.  in  rofiro  Alemb.  Dof  ad  cochL 
V.-  vel  vj. 

BUT 
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but  fulficiently  of  thefe  ^  from  whence 
it  is  eafie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,  and  efpeciaily  when  warmed, 
are  preferable  to  others -  in  the  Form  of 
Boles  or  BUBmries  •  that  is,  becaufe  of  their 
more  expeditious  and  more  eifeftual  Ope- 
ration*'. 

but  becaufe  many  of  the  lnfed:ed  have 
a  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 
to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over¬ 
load  of  Eating  and  Di  inking  occafions,  Me¬ 
dicines  in  folid  Forms  fuit  beft  with  fuch, 
as  they  are  not  fo  eafiiy  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach  s 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
nolitioin  which  at  taking  may  be  made 
into  Boles  of  S  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Sdt  of  CarduuSj  GV Wormwood _  9].  or  more  or 
jiefs,  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym¬ 
ptoms. 

EkU'^  de  ovo  minerals  g  j.  thcrlac.  Androm* 
g  ju  fulu  :  ferpcntaru  virgin^  d  v.  ciichLi?ielLz  3  iij. 
croci  fulveriw  5  /?•  csim  Syr.  e  fucco  mcEjfophylL 
vcl  cltry  coagmcritctur  fnajpt. 
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The  famom  Sir  Theodore  Mayerrie’i 
EleHuarium  de  Ovo. 

5^  Ovum  vulgar  iter  ut  in  Phdrmacofdeia  Lon- 
dinenfi  prap,  de  quo  fume^  &  fem.  Jinapios^ 
!  vel  eruca  ana  ^  i.  Jintidoti  Saxonica  fs.  Id^ 

pidis  prunella  3  V.  Antimonii  diaphoret,  fixijfimi^ 
Croci  metallorum  Jimul  u^orum  3  iij-  pulv. 
Jcordii^  ruttZy  z.ed,oaria  ana  3  ij»  ft.  Theriaca  vcn* 
veteris  §iv.  Fhilonii  "Turneri  9  vij.  ij.  mi[ce 
&  cum  /pir-  Theriac.  5  iij.  &  mellis  de  jpu-^ 

.  mati  qi  f.  Fiat  Eletl.  molky  Dofi  ad  3  vel 

Z\]i  corrohorand,  adjiciendo  cor  day  Gr  jecinord 
vi.  viperarum  v,  a,  e,  prap.  But  it  is  to  be 
I  obftrved  in  this  likewife,  as  in  other  An^ 

I 

;  tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 

I  Ingredients  together  in  a  Maft  is  very  ne- 

I  celTary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 

I  ^  intimately  mix  with  one  another, 

i 

B  U  T  if  the  Body  be  too,  open,  the 
I  Lapis  Contrayerva  ft  very  fuitable,  and  ’tig 
thus  made : 

I  5^  Fulv»  radic.  contrdytrva  rec,  ^  j.  ferpen^ 
taria  virgin.  3  ij.  ft.  extraB.  radic.  Angelicly 
tormentilU  ana  3  ij.  pulv.  C.  C.  philofophlce  calcin, 

N  chelarum 
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cklamm  Cancrorum  fuh*  Corali  ruhr.  ma 

^  ].  jintlmonii  Di^tfhoret*  vel  fotins  Didfhor* 
Jovis  5  iij*  ctichianelh  5  /•  croci  9  j.  (^aliqul 
addurit  lapid,  hez^oar,  orien.  9  ij.)  amhm  gryf* 
9/.  cum  gelatlnd  Jpoliorum  ferpentum^  vel  C.  C. 
fi'agantur  glohull  f»  u.  exlccandl^  ddof*  dd  9 
vel  5  j*  i  vehlculo  idorieo^  &c. 

FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  cele¬ 
brated  Orvietan  thus  compounded,  and  given 
5  ij.  at  a  Dofe. 

Cardui  hened,  totius  eupatorii  mdu  min* 
dna  §  j?.  fcordll^  ariftolochid  utriufque  and  5  v.- 
viperindy  h,  echiiy  gcntiandy  hacc^  Jump,  hi-' 
florta  ana  ^  j.  hacc.  lauriy  torment illdy  ditda7nni 
alhl  ana  5  carllndy  angelica  ana  J  j.  _^.  rhaharh^ 
impcratoridy  Jcorzcn.  hi^an^  valeriana  ana  §  ji. 
morjpii  diaholly  calami  aro^nat.  ana  §  iv.  Tdherlac. 
Androm.  opt.  §  iij.  cor  day  ^  jecinor a  il  vipe^ 
ranirny  tera?jtur  tercnda  Juhtillffime y  cum  f. 

q.  mcllis  dejpumati  fiat  ElcEt.  per  tres  menfes  fier^ 
mcntand. 

IT  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  and 
the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
Spagyrkaly  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  foon 
as  Jjparagus  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  al¬ 
ways  in  Readme  fs. 


THE 
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Tr  H  E  general  Remedies  being  thus  prd^ 
videdj  the  exa£l  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 
comes  to  be  conlidered :  And  firR  of  all^ 
wheiifbever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  muft 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed  *  wherein  we 
have  found  it  much  more  Ibrviceable  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets, 
becaufe  the  Woollen  m.uch  better  encoii^ 
rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abforps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while  ;  for 
Linen  being  not  fuited  to  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fuch  Times 
as  open  as  poffible,  will  be  choaked  up  and 
obRruTed  by  the  Moifture  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alio  a  Chillinefs  to 
the  Fleili :  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 
thus,  Change  of  Gloaths  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean  Cover- 
^  ings,  not  fo  much  from  any  prejudicial  Qua¬ 
lity  of  the  Soap  abounding  in  them,  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Opinion  of  DtcmehrooevK)  as 
from  a  Dampnels  which  is  inleparable  from 
them,  and  the  Approach  of  Air  which  is 
unavoidable  in  the  Shifting  ^  both  Which 
will  check  the  Sweating. 

UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occafion 
for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge,  or  a  Clyher,  imme- 

N  1  '  diately 
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diately  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  Alexifharmich 
ought  to  be  given,  and  if  thrown  up  by 
Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach  is 
ifrengthned,  andean  retain  them  ^  and  I  have 
always  obferved,  that  luch  ISIauieoufhels 
goes  off  as  fboii  as  Sweat  breaks  out. 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Confumption  of  their  Hu¬ 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  ealily 
get  into  a  Sweat  ^  fuch  therefore  1  ordered 
liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  Poffet- 
Drink  ^  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifeid  Humours  more  fluid,  and 
contemper  and  alTwage  the  feverifh.  Heat. 

THE  Milk  with  which  this  Poffet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  been  boiled  the  Roots  of  Scot- 
z.onera  and  Butter^hur  *  the  Leaves  of  Baumj 
Scabius,  midJVood-forrel  the  Flowers  of  Bo¬ 
rage  and  Marygolds  ^  the  Rafpings  of  Ivory 
and  Hartg'iorn^  and  Cavduus  and  Coriandycr 
Seeds. 

THESE  Sweats  we  ufed  to  keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Flours  at  a  Time,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them  ^  and  until  the 

mor- 
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morbifick  Venom  was  rarified  and  flibtili/ed, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along  with 
the  vifcid  Humours :  Sleep  alfo  was  induftri- 
oully  kept  off^  although  fbmetimeSj  through 
meer  Wearinefs^  the  Patient  would  drop 
into  a  Doze. 

A  S  much  Care,  beiides  that  of  Sweating 
them,  was  taken  to  fupport  the  Strength 
and  Spirits  of  the  InfeHed,  by  fuch  Ali¬ 
ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive  ^ 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons^  pomegranates^  or  Elder  Finegar^  as  alfo 
cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  and  iptne- 
times  alfo  generous  Wines. 

1  H  E  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
boiling  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  of  Scor- 
^onera,  the  Leaves  of  fimfmef  Meadowfweet^ 

W ood-'Sorref  Borage^  Rafpings  of and 
BaUyls,  with  a  Piece  of  White  Bread,  and  a 
little  Saffron  tied  in  a  Nodule  ^  and  the  Fat 
was  not  taken  off  unlefs  in  a  Loofiiefs  or  Loath¬ 
ing  at  Stomach :  Of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Gold^ 
boiled  in  thefe  Things  1  have  nothing  to  fay  : 
Of  this  Broth  was  alfo  fometimes  Emulfions 
made  with  the  Seeds  of  Citrons^  Vlanttivn^  blanched 
Almonds^  and  FearBSugar, 
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Mayerne’i  celebrated  Cordial-Water. 

K  Radic-  carlim  §  vj.  z.edoart£,  fc0r7.mer<t, 
ipiferatorUj  gentiautZy  mncetox^  vderiam.^  tor- 
VtcntllUj  hifiort(Zyfetafitld.  diEhamnu  bardam^tijn- 
flnelia  totim  ana  §  iv.  foL  cardul^  oxytrifhylL 
fcordiij  am  M  ulmarU^  fcahiofa^  morfm  dta- 
holij  7nelijfay  fentafhylL  me?Jtha^  ruta^  h  ghjfzy 
por-  calcndiddij  hypricl  ana  Misf.  llmones^  cfr 
durante  cum  corticih'os  ana  numcro  xx.  ftor.  fat- 
rorifm.  ana  M  ij.  cor  da  verveclna  numero 
cor  da  vifer*  fiumero  xx.  vini  generofi  Hiip^n. 
Uh.  XX.  infufione  deb.  feraddy  fiat  DljtUlatio 
cauta  in  B.  Ad.  hujm  Aq.  Dof.  ad  cochl.  iv.  vet 
V.  dulcor.  (fi  ita  vifiurti)  cum  facchari  prl.  q.  fi 

BUT  the  Patients  were  kept  from  Ali- 
meiits  of  this  Kind  until  fome  Relief  was 
foun4  by  Alexlfharmlvks  ^  and  then  only  fo 
much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
admit  of,  for  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  •,  but  as  they  gre\v  better,  more 
was  allowed:  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refreihment,  notwithftanding  the  Di- 
ftemper  feemed  to  be  extinguiilied,  AlexU 
fharmicks  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpicioii 
of  its '  Remainder  was  removed*  becaufe 

fome-* 
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ibmetimes  it  would  on  a  fuddeii  recruit 
after  it  had  leemed  to  be  quite  gone. 

THE  Infeded  were  kept  clofe  in  their 
Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Difeafe^ 
and  thofe  who  would  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their,  Obhinacy  ^  for 
upon  Checking  a  Diafhorejlsy  and  Confining 
the  peflilential  Venom,  mofi:  grievous  Pains 
and  Difbrders  enfued  :  And  they  who  were 
delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
their  doing  either  Injury  to  themfelves,  or 
thofe  who  attended  upon  them. 

I F  a  Drowfineis  came  on  at  at  the  firfl 
Attack  of  the  Diftemper,  or  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  forcibly 
kept  awake-  although,  when  fome  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
^  indulged,  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Hours  together  ;  for  if  they 
flept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

I  F  the  Belly  was  coflive,  and  the  Dl- 
hemper  on  its  Declenfion,  Clyflers  were  uled 
with  Benefit,  made  of  a  Decoftion  with  the 
PvOOts  Or  ScQTZGnera^  T*ormentll^  and  al¬ 

lows  j  the  Leaves  of  Scordtum^  Ad^eadow^fwecf^ 

N  ^  and 
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and  Violets  ^  Flowers  of  Chamomil  and  Elder  ; 
fweet  Fenml-Seedsy  and  Annlfeeds'^  and  in  it  was 
diilolved  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg^  hr  own  Sugar  j 
and  .^iij.  of  Diafcordlum  or  London  Treacle-^ 
and  when  more  Hahe  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  §  j.  or  §  j.  fs.  was  added  of  the 
Infuhon  of  Crocus  Hietallorum*  After  the 
Clyfter  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowed 
a  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  ot  lome 
Cordial  Julap,  or  Broth,  &c* 

A  D  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed  (as  before  ob- 
fervedj  both  to  the  Propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion"-, .  to  remove  fuch  an 
inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
ufe  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 
Brain  *,  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Rofes  was  fprin- 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  fiich  things  as  StyraXy  Labdanum,  &c. 
of  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
avoided  which  might  give  any  Oifence  to 
the  Nofe  by  its  Smell. 

FI  I  T  H  E  R  T  O  we  have  treated  of  An¬ 
tidotes,  and  the  Regimen  ol  our  Patients-^ 
pext  we  come  to  external  Helps,  amongld 
which  Blifiers  demand  the  firft  nrentio]!; 
and  whofe  frequent  and  fucceisful  Appli¬ 
cation 
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cation  removes  all  Controverfjr  about  their 
Ufefulnefs. 

B  L  ISTtR-Tlafiers  were  applied  to  fe- 
veral  Parts  *  as  the  Nape  of  the  Neck^ 
within-fide  the  Arms,  the  Thigs,  and  Legs  ^ 
and  by  thele  the  Veffels  were  warmed,  the 
Juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  given 
to  the  Sluggiflinefs  of  Nature,  and  Paflage 
made  flifliciently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  fuperfluous  Serolities  and  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  alfo  for,  the  peflilential 
Poifon,  which  by  this  Artifice  leemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  y  not  to  lay  any 
Thing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 
Venom  from  the  nobler  Parts. 

FOR  this  Purpofe,  I  once  ordered  a 
Bllfier-Tlafler  to  be  applied  within-fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelefriefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
laid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felf  j  which  happen¬ 
ing  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
PraTice,  in  Expectation  thereby  to  prevent 
the  morbifick  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
and  to  forward  its  Suppu  ration  •  but  altho’ 
this  was  of  Advantage  in  fome  Cafes,  it  was 
yet  much  lulpeCted  by  the  more  cautious  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  as  for  the  molt  Part  it 
'  brought 


I  8^  Concerning  the  Cure 
broiiglit  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it,  and  promoted  a  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excels  of  Uneafinefs,  greatly  wafted  the 
Spirits,  and  funk  the  Patient’s  Strength. 

THAT  thefe  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  anfwer  their  End,  the  moft  iharp 
ought  to  be  iifed :  The  following  Gompo- 
iition  never  failed  me  in  all  my  Praftice  » 

•  y 

but  before  its  Application,  the  Part  was 
always  robbed  with  Vinegar. 

r> 

pt  This  navalis  g  v.  galham  colat,  g  j,  cer£, 
g  fi.  qnihus  fimnl  Uqimtis^  ah  igne  fcmotis^ 
adds  fulv*  cmi'haridum  fraf.  5  vij.  z)el  g  j,  fer- 
msnti  vsterisy  fern,  ameos  am  5  iij.  cufhorbll  5  j. 

aseti  fcillit,  q.  f  incorforentur^  affid^h  agltan- 
d&y  quonfque  sogantur  in  Empiafirl  majfam. 

THE  Parts  thus  veftcated  were  never 
fuffered  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difefe  was  fpeiit  ^  and  to  prevent  their 
hidden  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
ftimuiated  by  Melilot  Plafters  fprink led  over 
with  feme  Powder  of  Cant  bar  ides  ^  which 
kept  up  a  conftant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours  *,  but  to  affwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  fometimes  occafioned  hereby, 
Cde-wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them. 

YET 
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YET  although  Epifpafiich  did  fo  much 
Service  to  the  lafeded,  and  fufficiently  made 
amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Pain  they  gave  j 
yet  they  were  not  indifferently  fuitabie  to 
all  Perlbns  j  As  for  Inlfancej  where  there 
was  an  Heat  of  Urin,  or  a  continual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  pifs  ^  where  the  Sf  hinder  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage^  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Menfes  ^  and  lahly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the  Spirits  it  is 
,alfo  diligently  to  be  confidered  when  Epifpa^ 
frieks  are  applied  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 
near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe  the  Humours  too  much,  to  admit  them 
going  into  a  laudible  Fus^  and  give  fuch  a 
Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fmk  the  Spirits, 
and  fruifrate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  felf. 

BESIDES  Epifpaftich^  it  is  not  loft  La-  -4 
hour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  • 

I  commonly  ufed  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com¬ 
pound  Bettany  Piafier,  adding  to  it  fome  Eu- 
phorhiumj  Sajfronj  and  London  Treacle :  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cataplafms^ 
which  fome,  however,  liked  better  to  life, 
and  were  made  of  Bryony  Root  heeped  in 

V  inegar. 
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Vinegar^  the  Flefh.  of  pickled  Herrings^  black 
S&apy  Rue^  Scardium^  and  Arum^  with  a  fuifi- 
cient  Quantity  of  Vinegar:  Sometimes  aifo 
Fidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 

BUT  thefcy  and  other  Medicines  of  the 
iame  Ranh,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe- 
&:tioii  'to  draw  away  by  them  the  peftilen- 
tiai  Mlafmata  as  by  Attraftion ;  but  becaufe 
the  Multitudes  of  Pores^  and  their  Large_ 
nels  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet^  gave  luch 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  lending  in  that 
warmth^  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu¬ 
mours  more  fluxile^  and  cherihi  the  natural 
Fleat  that  was  almoR  extinft  ^  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refreihed 
by  their  Influence  :  Applications  were  like- 
wife  made  to  the  Wrift  with  the  fame  View. 

AND  thus  having  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Pehilence  in  genera  I,  we  now 
come  to  the  Management  of  particular  Sym¬ 
ptoms  2  and  firfl  of  all  of  the  Buboes, 

IT  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concerp- 
ei  for  the  Sick  in  thefe  Cafes^  both  Phy- 
iicians  and  Surgeons^  to  attend  with  Dili¬ 
gence  to  the  Nature  of  thefe  Tumours^  and 
have  their  feveral  Dillerences  ready  in  their 

Minds, 
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Minds,  that  at  their  iirft  Sight  they  may 
hnow  their  Condition,  and  ufe  Means  of 
treating  them  accordingly.  And  firft  of  ail 
It  is  to  be  enquired,  whether  they  are 
moveable  or  fixt  ?  Whether  foft  or  hard  ? 
Whether  depreffed  or  prominent  ?  Whether 
finall  or  great  ?  Whether  contra£led  or 
bfoad?  Whether  with,  or  without  Pain?  And 
laftly,  whether  inhamed  or  not  ? 

j 

>  WHENSOEVER  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  fometimes  appearing,  and 
;  then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
I  ufed  to  fix  it ;  and  this  is  very  fuccefsfully 
;  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands,  which 

will  fix  a  permanent  T amour  upon  them. 

:  T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft  Formation 

I  ^  ^ 

I  we  have  indeed  applied  Difcutiens,  and  very 
jpowerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  diffipate  them; 

'  and  although  they  have  feveral  Times  en- 
I  deavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have  not  deipair- 
ed  to  conquer  the  Enemy  this  Way  :  But  we 
always  found  it  for  certain,  that  they  who 
went  through  fuch  Fluxes  and  Refluxes  of 
the  peftilential  Venom,  nearer  recovered  in  fucli 
a  perfetl  Manner,  as  they  whofe  Buboes  im¬ 
mediately  fixed,  and  after  Suppuration  threw 
out  a  great  deal  of  Matter* 


IF 
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IF  the  Tumour  is  hard  and  painful 
from  too  great  a  Tenfion  upon  the  glan- 
dulous  Parts,  not  giving  Room  enough  to 
receive  the  protruding  Humours,  the  Part 
affeded  may  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies^ 
Rofesy  EUery  See.  if  no  kiflammation  forbids 
fuch  a  Method  •  in  which  Circumhances  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fulpeded,  as 
they  obftruO:  the  Pores,  and  are  no  Ways 
fuitable  to  the  Nature  of  the  nitro-faline 
peftilential  Venom.  Vfhen  an  Inflammation 
there  I  ore  is  upon  any  Part,  which  is  eafie 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mucclages  of 
Linfeed  and  Fcnugreeli^  with  Elder  Vinegary  and 
London  T'reacle  *,  or  a  Cataflafm  of  Wheat-Flowery 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeedy  Elder  FiowerSy  white 
Bread  Crumhsy  the  Folk  of  EggSy  and  Powder  of 
Saffron. 

THE  London  Pliyficians  at  this  Time 
fpared  no  Trouble  nor  Application,  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly  ^  fonie  of  the  Cata'^ 
plafrns  therefore  by  them  daily  ufed  I  fhall 
here  infert. 

13^  Cespam  majufculamy  ojuam  v.  a.  c.  exxava^ 
tarn  imple  fummit.  ruta  deb.  exiccat.  &  pidveriz.- 

*  i 
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3"  ij*  indantur  €tlmn  theriac^  Lond.  9  hr,  foramm 
operculo  fuo  ohturetur^  ccepa  deinde  chartd  blbuia 
•  involuta  fuh  cintribus  ^ffetur^  cui  adde  ficum 
I  7?2€thodo  c^idcni  djJdtiiTnj  cutu  ol*  lini^  ItlwTuwt 
I  an^i  Jitnul  wdcerentur-^  conliciMw 

cataplafma,  i^fflicandum  calide^  bis  de  die  Im^ 
rmtandum:  This  is  alfo  good  againft  the 
;  Bites  of  venomous  Creatures. 

I 

Or, 

I  gJ  Fol.  fcordii  contuf,  ana  M /.  meMh 
I  carnis  ficuum  §  ij.  flor.  meliloti  p.  /.  falis  m»ini 
\  pulverk.  5  iij.  fermenti  vetem  f /.  cvmf.  q.  acetl, 

\  faretur  Cataflafma* 

i 

I 

t 

] 

I  Or, 

i 

j 

13^  Rad.  liliorum^  alth^^  cum  aceto  macemt: 
ma  lib.  fi.  fem.  iml>^  fmugr<£cl  ma  ^fi.  carnk 
ficuum  giij.  cGnfeflionps  finapi,  cum  therim.  ma 
'  ^  [uiliiz  q.  yi  F,  cataplafma.  Or,  ac¬ 

cording  to  Mayerm,  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  of  Pradice. 

^  Succ.  apii  J  ij,  meliffi  ^  j.  "^implnelU  J  j,  fi. 
capos  ?najores  Numero  duos^  ad  intencrdtiomm^ 
five  putrilaginem  fiub  cineribm  caute  ajfatas,  aiiiv- 
yum  hulhos  Numevo  vj,  ciavos  juglandtum  tnaj* 

vetuji. 
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vetufi>  Nurnero  iv.  tritis  alii  bulhis^  &  clavis'^ 
ajfu77de  fuccoSy  turn  adde  Cafa^y  in  mortario  mar^ 
moreo  cum  aceti  fciliit.  q.f  agitmtur^  &  coganttr 
hi  Cata^lafmatis  conjifientiam. 

BUT  the  Hardnefs,  pricking  Pain,  and 
intenfeHeat  of  the  Tumour  continuing,  Me¬ 
dicines  were  ufed  to  dilTolve  fuch  Hardnefs, 
and  affwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

5^  Rad.  liliorum  alb.  §  ij.  forrorumy  medulla 
cacnls  ficuum  ana  ^  j.  (em.  lini  ^  fs.  flor.  Sambuci^ 
meliloti  ana  p.  j?.  micarum  fanis  alb.  lib.  fs.  coq^ 
in  f.  q.  la^Hsy  addenda  fub  finem  ol.  rof.  liliorum 
alb.  vel  famhuc.  ana  q*  f.  ut  F.  Cataplafma. 

Or, 

Fol.  Scabiofay  acetofa  ana  M  ij.  chart  a  hi- 
hula  involut.  cfr  cineribus  feint illantibus  fubdito- 
rumy  quibus  adde  ferment i  veteris  B  ij.  falls  tan^ 
t ilium y  agitentur  probe  in  mortario  cum  f.  q. ,  axun- 
gia  fuilUy  ad  ufum  pramemoraturH.  But  that  I 
may  not  be  too  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Forms  of  this  Kind,  any  necelTary  Va¬ 
riations  are  left  to  the  Diferetion  of  every 
Phylician  in  his  own  Pradice. 


WE 


W  E  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  of 
a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  lelf  when 

\ 

tiie  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 
ftvere  without  Remiffion ;  befides^  iithere 
would  in  doing  fo  be  Danger  of  wafting 
the  Spirits  too  much^  and  letting  the  mor-^ 
bihck  Matter  retreat^  beftdes  the  Smalnefs 
of  the  Oriiicej  which^  wlien  they  open  them- 
leives^  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 
Vent ;  we  therefore  open  them  by  Incifton, 
or  to  prevent  Mortification,  by  a  potential 
Cautery  •  and  for  the  fame  Purpoie  it  hath 
alfb  been  many  Times  found  realbnable  to 
mix  the  milder  Caufticks  with  Digeftives* 

YET  although  common  Experience  at- 
tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  Cherifti  the  languid  and 
almoft  extinguiihed  natural  Pleat,  Hippie 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
conteiiiper  and  aifwage  ftiarp  Humours 
yet,  I  fiy,  becaufe  their  frequent  Repeti¬ 
tion  is  fbmetimes  on  may  Accounts  incon¬ 
venient  and  difagreeablej  I  ufed  to  fubftitute 

1 

the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room. 

Oxycrocci  g  \\].  galhanl  colat  gvnu  cu^ 
ranna  ana  5  ].  p/VH  navalis  ^  ij.  e  liquatis  fimul 

O 


cum 
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cum  ol  chamcmdi^  &  lillorum^  v.  a.  e,  F*  majfa 
pro  empl.  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm, 
that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 
of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thoufand  In¬ 
fiances :  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 

opened,  it  is  the  moh  proper  to  do  it  in 
Ibme  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour*,  tak¬ 
ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  VefTels  and 
Mufcles. 

BUT  whether  a  Euboe  breaks  of  it 
feif,  or  is  opened  by  Incifion,  it  is  to  be 
wailied  and  cleanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
Scordium^  Betony^  Buglofsy  Samcle^  &c. 
in  which  alfo  is  dilTolved  fome  London 
Treacle:  And  the  following  Mixture  I  have 
found  very  good  for  this  Purpofe,  confifi- 
ing  of  Birthwort  Root^  Myrrh ^  ^loesy  and 
Saffronj  infufed  in  Spirit  of  IVine^  and  to  the 
itrained  Tin^lure,  adding  a  little  0//  of  Tur¬ 
pentine.  Furthermore,  to  promote  Digehion, 
and  prevent  PutrefaTion,  the  following  may 
be  applied : 

/ 

/dciiis  rof  5  i.  terebinth,  cum  vitcllo  ovi  fo- 
iut.  §  fs.  theriac.  Lend,  o  iij.  farina  tritici  5  ij« 
Is.  cum  ol,  hyperici  U  fambuc.  ana  q.  f,  coq.  in 
Cataplafmatis  conRftentiam. 

Or, 
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Or, 

Vug.  bafilic.  p.  duM,  limmenti  Areal  ' p. 
*Tentam,  ol.  terebinth.  5  fs.  M.  S.  But  here  it 
3S  to  be  obferved,  tliat  Detergents  are  by 
no  Means  to  be  ufed,  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 
foul  •  as  al/b  that  to  appeale  the  Enoriiiity 
of  Pain  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and ' 
Repellers,  is  a  mofl  pernicious  Praftice,  be- 
caufe  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 
noble!  Parts  •  and  allb  by  their  frequent 
Continuation,  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 
upon  the  Extremities. 

THESE  Ulcers  are  likewlfe  by  no 
Means  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
well  cleanfed,  and  all  the  peflilential  Sym- 
ptoms  quite  difrppear.  But  here  I  cannot 
but  remark,  that  thefe  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
eafier  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered  :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing  callouq  becaufe  fometimes  that 
Error  is  not  eafily  again  remedied ;  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
Sarcoticks  ufed  in  the  common  Method  will 
Iboii  fil)  up  the  loft  Subftance  :  To  pre- 

C  2  -  vent 
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vent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  be 
treated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Buboes. 


AFTER  this  tranfzent  View,  our  Me¬ 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Cure  of 
huncles  ^  fince  therefore  thefe  Eruptions 
have  their  Rife  from  a  peftiiential  Lixivium^ 
thrown  upon  {everal  Parts  of  the  Body,  and 
their  burning  them  into  an  Efchary  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  a  Surgeon  herein  is  direffed  to  three 

main  Intentions. 

1.  THAT  thQ  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 
too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  /knowing  no  Bounds. 

2.  T  O  bring  it  as  foon  as  poffible  to  a 
Separation  j  and, 

3.  T  O  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  be 
done. 


FOR  the  firft  Intention,  fuch  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  Reftrifcion  to  the 
Part,  fo  that  the  venomous  Particles  cannot 
fpread  and  fuch  alfo  as  alTvage  the  dihem- 
pered  Heat,  and  cherilh  and  prefer ve  that 
which  is  natural. 


BUT 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation  •  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
more,  and  at  others  with  lefs  Severity.  In 
this  Cafe  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
aCataplafm  with  roahed  Garlicky  Sooty  Lon¬ 
don  Treacle y  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  j  Or, 

^  Fermenti  voter  is  g  fs.  alUi  ajfatl  g  ij.  fler- 
coris  columbini  §  j.  confec.  Sinapi  5  V.  euphorhil 
&  ij.  cum  f.  q.  faponis  nigri  F.  Cataplafma.  But 
it  is  to  be  obierved,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of'  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  ver^r 
iliarp,  the  utmoif  Caution  muft  be  uled 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be- 
yo  ',d  tire  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  •  that  the 
Plum  ours  be  not  colliquated,  and  thrown 
upon  v.^eaker  Pa  i  ts and  that  an  immoveable 
Ejchar  be  not  made  thereby. 

W  PI  E  N  the  Efchar  does  not  fall  off, 
nor  .any  Signs  |of  Separation  appear,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed  •  but 
if  the  Carbuncle  fpreads  further,  it  will  be 
neceifary  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  effeftuai 
Means  *,  in  which  Cafe,  neither  the  Tender- 
nefs  of  Sex  or  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 
Sometimes  the  peftilential  Venom  is  to  be 

O  3  drawn 
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drawn  out  by  Cupping^  or  Scarrldcationj  or 
Efiffafiich :  Sometimes  alfo  for  the  fame 
Purpofe  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a  Fowl, 
repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear  not  to 
be  hurt  by  it  ^  for  this  naturiil  V/armth 
fooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part  it  is  applied 
to,  and  entices  away  the  morbihck  Venom 
through  the  Pores  Pidgeons  uied  alive,  and 
warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have  likewife  been  ob- 
ferved  thus  to  affwage  the  Acrimony  of  this 
pehileiitial  V^irulence. 

T  H  E  Efchar  is  fometimes  got  off  h/ 
Burning,  and  fometimes  by  Inciflon  ^  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  effeHual  than 
the  aHual  Cautery ;  and  in  this  Praftice  of 
ours  we  differ  not  from  the  celebrated  G??;- 
coregius^'  who  tells  us,  ^ag,  39.  tliat  in  his 
Time  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  Iron.  There  are  very  coi> 
venient  'Inftriimeiits  amongft  the  Surgeons 
for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Eutton^  being  lb  fliaped  ^  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burning  extends 
to  the  Compafs  of  the  Eruption  ^  and  the 
Iron  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  fenfible  of  it  •  but  to  uet  off 
the  Ffchar^  the  middle  Part  muff  be  -burnt 
deepeft.  ' 


AMOKGST 
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AMONGST  many  other  Advantages^ 
I  iliall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 
from  the  aftual  Cautery  in  thefe  Cafes  for 
from  hence  the  Parts  aifeTed  are  rendred 
more  firm  and  lirong  ^  hence  the  V eiTels 
are  more  ahringed  hence  the  fubtile  Ml- 
afmata  are  rarified  and  evaporated  ^  hence 
the  Poifori  is  correTed  and  dried  up  ^  and 
laftly^  hence  the  languilfiing  Heat  is  quick- 
ned  ^  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Words,  the  pe- 
fiilential  Venom  feems  to  be  deflroyed  by 
Burning,  no  otherwife  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  fame 
Manner. 

A  S  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
InfeTed  are  certainly  as  much  benefited 
by  it,  as  by  the  aflual  Cautery ;  efpecially 
if  the  Inciiion  be  made  deep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  Efchar  ^  and  this  Means 
is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangrene  is  threatned  •  but  in  doing  it, 
great  Care  muff  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  Effufion  of  Blood 
by  cutting  the  larger  Ve.ffels,  efpecially  the 
Arteries. 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  R- 
nilhed,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  hy 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord  ^  the  next 
thing,  is  to  peal  it  off;,  and  this  is  frequent¬ 
ly  ailifted  by  moiffening  it  with  new  Butter, 
Oil  of  Elder j  or  Oil  of  Lilies.  The  EJchar 
is  likewife  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  haftily  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  for.  x4fter  the  Car¬ 
buncle  is  fallen  off.  Care  muff  be  taken  to 
cleanfe  away  the  Series  upon  it,  and  promote 
X)igeftion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Applica¬ 
tions*,  and  every  thing  eife  carefully  ma¬ 
naged,  as  before  direffed  in  the  Cure  of 

Buboes. 

/ 

LASTLY,  Incarning  is  gradually  to  be 
effefled,  and  the  Ulcer  ilowly  healed  over  * 
for  by  being  too  haitily  clofed,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  fome  peitileiitial  ASafmatOe 
lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  mif* 
chievous,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eafily  be 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Hiffory,  and  ma-=. 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned. 

BUT  becaufe  fometimes  the  Parts  where  • 
(.  arbiincles  arife,  cannot  be  cleanfed  convex 
niently  from  the  morbid  Hnmours,  whence 
the  Cure  proves  flow,  or  cannot  be  effefted 

at 
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at  all,  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  firft  ihould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfatives,  which  would 
afn-inge  the  Laxity  upon  thofe  Parts,  keep 
the  Paffages  clear,  and  give  Room  for  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat*  But  if 
notwithflanding  the  utmoR  Care,  Sphacela¬ 
tion  comes  on,  immediate  Pvecourfe  is  to  be 
had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

^  Cinerum  ahjynthiij  fcordli^  carduiy  ce?itaurii 
min.  ana  g  iij.  e  quihus  farctur  Hxivmm^  indendo 
flor.  chamemeliy  famhuclj  melilotl  ana  M-  j.  Uquoris 
limpdt  lib.  ij.  adde  ffir.  vini  opt.  lib.  fs.  dijfolve 
theriac.  Lend.  §  ij.  M.  S.  pro  fotu  p.  ajfcEia  his  de 
dUj  quam  caladl^ime^  cxin  Catapiafma  conficiatur 
e  theriac.  Lond.  cum  Elix  prvprietatis. 

LASTLY,  To  put  an  End  to  this 
Se^lion,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  Rudioufiy  avoided  all  Points  of  Con- 
troverfy  *,  I  cannot  altogether  omit  the 
Mention  of  thofe  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whofe  Task  I'n 
this  raging  Calamity  was  very  hard  and 
dangerous,  how  they  had  the  Care  of  all 
peftilential  Tumours  and  Ulcers,  ^c.  But 
although  fome  of  thefe  fell  themfelves  in 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others,  yet 

the  Survivors  went  on  chearfully  ,in  their 

Bufmefs ;  and  they  who  lived  through  the 

whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a  Conftancy  of 

Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  coniervatory  Power 

of  Providence. 

\ 

SECTION  vni. 

Of  PrefervAtion  from  a  Pejlilence^ 

IT  is  manifeftly  much  more  advifeable 
to  keep  off  the  Invafion  of  a  Peffiience, 
than  to  hand  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  ^ 
and  Self-Prelervation,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wile  People,  admonilhes 
us  to  life  all  poffible  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  IIS,  and  guard  our  lelves  againff  it 
while  at  a  Diffaiice.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervation  from  a  Peffi- 
lence,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma- 
giftrate,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual : 
that  is  to  fay,  'it  is  the  Magiffrate’s  Duty, 
that  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  of  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficians,  fuch  Laws  ihould  be  pro» 
vided,  as  might  beff  conduce  to  prevent 
its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa¬ 
tion. 

» 
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FIRST  of  all  therefore,  they  ought  to 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frightiied  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Apprehenfioiis  of  an  approaching  Plague,  by 
idle  and  groundlefs  Reports  and  Prediflions ; 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefs  was 
too  notoriouily  ailifled  by  this  Means,  to 
want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 

THE  timely  Separation  alfb  of  the 
infecled  from  the  we  11,  is  abfolutely  neceffa- 
'Ty  to  be  done  ^  becauie  the  moft  fiire  Way 
of  fpreading  it,  is  letting  the  fick  and 
well  converfe  together.  Publick  Funerals 
ought  to  be  forbid,  as  alfb  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  and  frequent  Intercourfes  of  fe- 
veral  Perfons  together  :  An  InjuiiEion  alfo 
of  Quarentine  from  infe£led  Places,  accord- 
ins;  to  the  Cufiom  of  Tradina;  Nations,  is 
by  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
lefly  to  be  executed. 

( 

A  L  THOUGH  it  is  looked  upon  as 
almoh;  impoflible,  by  the  mofl  artful  Con¬ 
trivances,  and  the  moil:  prudent  Councils, 
to  avoid  the  Influence  of  a  common  Caiife ; 
yet  the  Call  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Sglf-prefervation,  demand  our  utmoil:  Dili¬ 
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gence  and  Labour,  both  in  publick  and 
private,  to  prevent  the  Encroachment  of 
fuch  a  fubtile  and  cruel  Deftroyer.  And 
it  was  certainly  to  this  purpofe  a  wife  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  hLagihrates,  to  conftitute 
two  in  every  Parilh  daily  to  vifit  every  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  be  fatisiied  whether  every,  one 
belonging  thereunto  was  wellj  and  free  from 
any  Infeftioii. 

BUT  both  the  Ancients  and  Moderns 
have  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  contriving 
to  purge  the  Air^  on  a  Suppoiition  that, 
in  a  peftilential  Contagion,  that  is  fubfiamialiy 
infeaed  t  But  as  the  Air,  as  before  demon- 
ftrated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 
to  the  pehilential  Adlafmata^  which  are 
every  Vv^ay  agitated  in  it,  it  does  not  feem  fo 
much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account, 
as  that  poiionous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
with  it.  Indeed  the  peililential  Partickg 
refidiiig  in  the  Porofities  of  the  Air,  may 
often,  without  any  Change  of  Figure,  for 
Want  of  due  Agitation,  remain  and  ftagnate 
in  it  a  long  Time,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  Lungs  in  Infpiration  ^  and  hence 
from  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confufion 
as  it  were  of  both,  a  Sufpicion  may  be 
entertained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 

Cor- 
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Corruption  of  Air*,  but  of  this  \ve  have 
faid  enough  already  *,  and  as  howfoever  this 
Matter  is,  a  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by 
common  Confent  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
thele  Caies,  we  fhall  confider  this  Matter, 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  Refpe£ts. 

FIRSTy  That  the  peftilential  Seminium 
be  diflodged-,  and  to  this  Piirpole  contri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  Norths 
and  the  frequent  Exploflons  of  great  Guns, 
in  the  •  Morning  and  Evening  chiefly  ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  ConCuflions  agitate  the  poifon- 
ous  Miafmatay  and  not  only  help  to  diilipate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thofe  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  fo  noxious  *  and  it  hath  been 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulfhwr  greatly 
alters  the  fa  line  Qualities  of  the  pefliien- 
tial  Taint. 

SECO  N B  LTy  The  utmofl:  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peflilential  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Elfe^f  ^  which  is  fuccef- 
flilly  done  by  proper  Fumigations. 
pocratesy  the  Oracle  in  Phyflck,  hath  left 
it  to  Pofterity,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 
iick  Streets  3  and  thefe  fometimes  I  con¬ 
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ceWe  may  do  good  ^  but  not,  as  fbme  will 
liave  it,  by  abforbing  the  pefdferous  Humi. 
dities,  but  by  diffuhng  on  all  Sides  a  great 
deal  of  Nitre y  which  gives  a  coniiderable 
Change  to  the  venomous  Miajmata  ^  I  judge 
it  beft  therefore  that  fuch  Fires  fhould  be 
made  of  refmous  Woods,  which  throw  out 
a  clear  and  un£lious  Smell,  fuch  as  Jmiperj 
Hr,  Oakj  Elmy  Chefnut^  &c.\but  by  no 

Means  Goals,  which  exhale  an  impure,  fetid, 
and  fuifocating  Sulphur. 

♦ 

B  Y  the  Care  of  the  Magihrate  alfo  the 
Streets,  Sinks,  and  Canals,  ihould  daily  be 
cleared  of  all  Filthy  btcaule  Stench  , and 
Naftiiiefs  are  juflly  reckoned  the  Enter¬ 
tainers  of  Iiifed:ion,  and  we  find  the  Air 
to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
Smells  ^  fb  that  the  peftilential  Venom  can¬ 
not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
fuch  Means. 

) 

B  U  T  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
thefe  Fumigations,  both  to  mend  the  Air 
and  reh'efh  the  Houfes  that  have  been  in- 
feded,  they  muE  be  compofed  of  fuch 
Tilings  as  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
that  were  languiiliing  with  their  greatful 
Flavours  \  for  reirehiing  Smells  are  a  kind 

of 
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of  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal  Spirits  ^ 
or  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  Subftaiices  as 
by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
cover  the  venomous  Sficula^  fo  that  they 
cannot  a£l ,  or,  laftly,  of  fiich  Things  as 
breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 
either  preierve  our  Bodies  from  receiving 
Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  of  the 
infedious  Particles. 

I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  feme  ungrate- 
full  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve- 
ment  than  fweet  ones,  as  they  fix  thole 
Spirits  which  would  otherwile  exhale^  and 
a  copious  Efflux  of  faline  Particles  will  often 
keep  them  from  InfeTion  and  Injury.  But 
to  reduce  thefe  into  Claffes. 

THE  Simfles  of  the  firft  Ciafs  are,  Musk^ 
Civet y  Amomum^  Lavender ^  Rofemary^  Rofes^ 
Angelica^  Marjoram^  Cloves^  Rhodium  W'ood^ 
Aloes  Woodj  &c.  Of  the  fecoiid,  Frankincenje^ 
Benjamin^  Storax^  Bdellium^  Lahdanuv^j  Titch^ 
Say^afenum,  Myrrh,  &c.  Of  the  third  Clais, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre^  more  of  which  hereafter. 

BUT  further,  that  all  the  Means  of 
propagating  the  Piague  may  be  removed, 
it  is  very  wifely  ordered  by  the  Magiftra- 
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cy,  to  kill  all  Dogs,  Cats,  and  other  dd: 
meftick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  their 
Pairage  from  one  Place  to  another  fliould 
carry  along  with  them  the  peftiiential  In- 

fe£i;ion. 

s 

yet  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  very  diligent  in 
their  Duty  during  the  late  Sicknefs,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  notwithftanding  fpread  ^  wnen  there¬ 
fore' all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the  Magiftrate 
could  avail  nothing  in  hopping  the  common 
Deftroyetj  the  utmofl  Application  was  made 
to  preferve  the  Individuals  under  its  Vihta- 
tion  :  For  which  Purpofe,  firft  of  all  were 
removed,  all  IVleans  of  rendering  our  Bodies 
more  fubjed  to  take  the  Inferiion,  and  the 
beh  Care  taken  to  fortihe  the  Conhitution 
againft  its  Attacks,  and  to  fupport  it  under 
its  Tyranny. 

1  know  not  indeed  a  greater  NegleT 
than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  clean,  and 
keeping  at  a  Dihance  every  Thing  fuper- 
huous  or  oiTenflve ;  and  during  the  pehl- 
lential  Conftitutioii,  nothing  was  worfe  than 
Evacuations  of  all  Kinds :  But  if  a  Fle^ 
thora  required  Phlebotomy ^  the  Blood  hiould 
be  taken  away  by  a  fmall  Orifice,  in  but 

little 
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little  Quantity^  and  at  leveral  Times: 
Perfbn  loaded  with  bad  Humours,  ihould 
be  difcharged  of  them,  if  poffible,  imme¬ 
diately  *  if  'they  glut  tlm  Stomach,  and 
firh  Paffages,  they  ought  to  be  thrdwil 
off  by  Vomiting,  Drinking  in  the  Operation 
good  Quantities  of  PblTet-Drink,  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  of  Cardms 
and  Scordinm  ;  and  allb  the  Bowels  ihould 
he  cleanfed,  to  which  Purpole  thu  following 
is  ufeful  : 

Satis  "Tart,  3  ij.  F.  Solutio  in  J^ir.  vini  opt.  ^  ij« 
turn  adde  gutta  ganihi  9  iv.  feraStd  fohittone  eva^ 
foretur  Jpir.  turn  adde  Coldcynth.  cUm^  iirina  prap, 
B  ij.  fcammaiiy  Sulphur  at  i  B  ].  Jloes^  rofdu  5ij. 
trocnijb.  de  rhaharh.  rec.  9  iv.  gum  ammoniac i 
in  aceto^  fait,  foluti  ^  j.  falis  ah  fy  nth  iiy  car  dm  ana 
9  ]•  ol.  carui gutt.  vij.  cum  f.  Syr.  de  rhamno  F. 
majfdj  inde  pilula  min.  forrheniur^  Dof.  ad  9  ij: 
And  thus  to  throw  off  thofe  Humours  which 
join  with  and  aggravate  the  peffilentlal  V^e- 
nom,  very  much  pfeveiits  the  Want  of  An¬ 
tidotes  afterwards^ 

C  A  R  E  muff  be  taken  that  there  be 
no  Suppreffion  of  Urine  •  the  ^^on-naturals- 
muff  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity  the 
Body  muff  be  kept  tranfpirable  y  the  Tone 
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of  the  rifcera  ftrengthened  Fahlng  avoided  ; 
Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  fuch  as  will 
yield  good  Nouriihment,  make  but  little 
Excrement,  and  be  eafy  of  IDigeftion  to 
which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 
recommended  •,  as  Juice  of  Sorrelj  LemonSy 
OrangeSy  Fomegra^nateSy  Barberries y  .&c.  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  whofe  Ver- 
tries  we  ihall  hereafter  have  Occafion  to  fpeak 
of^  and  Care  iliouid  be  taken  not  to  be 
Abroad  in  the  Evening, 

AND  to  exprefs  all  in  a  few  Words, 
all  the  animal  Fluids  muft  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  of  Motion? 
and  an  equable  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluxility  ^  they  muft  not  be  put  at  any 
inordinate  Hurries,  nor  be  too  much  rariiied 
or  exalted  ^  nor  muft  they  be  fuifered  to 
grow  vapid  and  languid,  for  Want  of  Depu¬ 
ration,  and  a  Retention  of  excrementitious 
Particles.  But  a  proper  Regimen  is  better 
to  be  had  from  other  Writers,  we  therefore 
haften  to  proper  Antidotes, 
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An  Antl-'^e[Hlential  Rleciuafy  of  Mclvero^ 

9^  J'UgUndium  virti,  lib.  ij.  f^tuum^  pnmormn 
^ana  lib.  j.  macercntur  in  aceto^  pulpa  IrajicU 
ntur^cui  addefulv,  fubtUif  ruU^  lib.  is.  vmtinA 
Viiginianx  ^  j.  Is.  fad-,  contrayerva  ^  iij, 
fitid. ^edoarU^  ana  g  ij.  fs.  faccharl  perlaH  lib.  j. 
Syr  e  ficco  Kermes  g  j.  Syr.  calendula^  caryophylh 
ana  q.  f  ut  F.  EleB.  moUe^  addenda  fit.  Anri  40.’ 
Dof  aa  qiia?nitatem  nmls  Jugland-.  maj.  mane^  (p 
^Jejperi. 


I 

Ak  Electuary  for  the  Poori 

^  31^  Covferv.  iujuU,  galega  ana  liB.  Cs.  calendula 
lib.  j.  iheriac.  Londin.  5  iij.  boli  armen.  vitriols 

5  IV.  cum  fyr.  limonum  q.  f.  co:nficmtur  Eletl.  Dof 
ad  b  ij.  vel  iij. 

Jn  Amipefiilentid  ConfeBion, 

i 

Radio,  fiorzon.  Hijpm.  fctaftid.  contrayer¬ 
va  ana  g  ij.  helcmi,  tormentilU  ana  J  Is.  angelica^ 
chdidonia,  mai.  ana  g  j.  fs.  hacc.  Jump.  prap.  Jib. 
k.  fiimmit.  rut  a  ^.].fem.  cardui,  citri  ana  3  iji 
quihis  prop,  affundc  p.  duos  aceti  famhuc.  &  tertiam 
fptr.  vini  opt.  infufionc  perada  Cr  exprejfwne,  liquor 
igne  lento  evaporetwr  fere  ad  mellaginem e.xtLai 
iib*  j.  addc  thermo.  Lor.din.  g  i>.  Is.  boli  arm.  terra 
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ftgilkt£ana  §  ].  fior.  fulf hurts  3  v.fucci  Kermes  g  ij. 
conferv.  lujuU  lib.  j.  cum  fyr.  limon.  f  f.  K  Eldl. 
molk,  Dof.  ad  quantit.  nucis  myriftica  mat.  ter, 
^el  f  de  die* 

Anti-fejlilential  Fills, 

'§1  ExtraB*  rad*  helenily  angellcdy  contrayerva 
ana  §  j.  adde  extract*  alb*  glycyrrh.  3  iij.  fior^ 
fulfh*  adquatuor  faltem  vices  fuhlim*  3  ij-  C*  C*  fhf 
lofofh,  calcln*  feni.  cltri  Julvcri^*  ana  3  j-  fs-  falls 
fcordii^  ahfynth*  ana  3  ij.  cum  f.  q*  pels  liquida  F- 
majfa  fro  f Hulls ^  Dof*  ad  3  fs.  vel  9  ij,  manc^  & 
bora  fomni* 

Jntifejlilentid  Elixir  Proprietatis, 

^  Croci  Angl.  oft*  ^  fs.  extrah*  tinViuram  cum 
aq.  ulmarUj  Jcablofa^  car  did  ^  vel  melijfa  f  q^ 
additis  [fir*  fulfhuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  levlufcu^ 
lam  aciditatem :  liquor  fer  chart  am  emVoreticam 
aifatury  in  colaturd  ad  lentum  B*  calorcm  dijfolve 
Aloes  fellucida  e  veficd  ^  iv.  fer  fat ac cum  lin^ 
teum  hand  ita  rarrum  trajiciatur  liquor  •  deinde  p. 
condenfatio  ad.  eundem  calorewy  acquiftd  filularum 

r 

molliujculartim  conffc'ntuty  adde  myrrha  furijftma 
3  vij.  for*  vel  magifierii  fracifit*  Benz^oin  3  iij. 
falls  C.  C*  3  ij.  cum  fyr*  famhuc.  q*  f  F.  maffa  tra¬ 
de  fiiuU  formentuTy  Dof  ad  9  ij. 


Lozenges  ag^ir^fi  the  Fldgtde, 

ExtraM.  rad.  angelica^  contrayerDa  ^  j, 
€xtr.  alb.  liquirttiiZ  S  ^ij.  Jior.  julf  hurts  myrrhat. 
h.  e,  cum  myrrha  fuhlim.  5  v.  ol.  ctnnam.  gutt,  viij» 
faccharum  cry  ft  akin,  ad  duflum  omnium  fondus^  cum 
mucilag.  gum  tragacanth.  aq.  fcordii  farat.  q.  / 
K  EahclU  yarva  jtihling, 

I  S  O  Wi  E  ufed  every  Morning  to  fwallow 
a  Clove  or  two  or  Garlick  '  and  many  eat 
unripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 
Draught  was  ot  aamirable  Service : 

u4q.  roftar.  ruhr.  camyhor  at  a  g  ij.  aceti  opt, 
,f  j.  in  quihus  dijfolve  hot.  arm.  opt.  d  ij.  adde  fyr, 
fcahiofta  fimpU  3  iij.  M.  S.  F.  hauftus, 

SOME  old  Nurfes^  as  themfelves  have 
informed  me^  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements  •  but  for  the  Efficacy  of  this 
Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 
Benefit  by  drinking  of  Urine  ^  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thefe  Means 
fo  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
iiecelfary  Occafion,  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
their  Lives. 
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BUT  in  tliefe  precautionary  DireSionSj 

it  is  to  be  particularly  adYertifed,  that 

Aftriiigents  of  any  Kind  whatibeYer,  as  Bole^ 

fealed  Earthy  Lemnlan  Earthy  Coraly  &c.  are 

not  to  bp  giYen  to  Maidens^  and  Women 

in  their  rriouthiy  Couries,  tor  Fear  they 

ihould  occafioa  ObftruttionSj  and  other  bad 

piforders:  Thofe  Remedies  alio  are  as 

much  to  be  blamed  which  force  this  Eva- 

•> 

cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  inuch^ 
and  irritating  the  L  terine  Veffels  :  And 
iaiily,  in  the  Prefervation  as  well  as  the 
Cure-  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  Sex.  Conlti- 
tution,  AgCj  are  carefully  to  *be  attend¬ 
ed  to. 

BUT  before  I  proceed  further.  Grati¬ 
tude  oblige.^  me  to  do  Juitice  to  the  Ver- 
toes  of  Sachj  as  it  deiervedly  is  ranked  a- 
rnongif  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
it  be  drank  by  it  felf^  or  impregnated  with 
Wormwood^  j'hgelkaj  &c.  for  I  have  never 
yet  ■  met  with  any  Thing  fo  agreeable  to 
the  Nerves  and  Spirits  in  all  my  Experience. 
That  which  is  belt  is  middle-aged,  neat^, 
fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Fla¬ 
vour  and  it  is  certainly  true,  that  durin 
the  p,te  fatal  Times,  both  the  Infeded  an 
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the  well  found  vaft  Benefit  from  iiiilefs 
they  who  iiled  it  too  intemperately  ^  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with  various  jilexiphav’- 

A 

mich  Simples, 

IT  remains  that  we  now  fay  fomewhat 
concerning  the  Ufe  of  tobacco^  whofe  Vei- 
tues  for  this  Purpofe  are  extreamly  cried 
up  by  DlemehrooecJiy  and  fome  others  ^  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcotick  Qgiaiity 
of  this  American  Henbane  ^  or  the  poifonous 
Oil  which  exhales  from  it  in  Smoakins;  i 
or  that  prodigious  Difcliarge  of  Spittle 
which  it  occaiionSj  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occafions^  or^ 
laftly^  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs  in 
drawing  it  ^  befides  the  Aptitude  of  the 
pehiientiai  Poilbn  to  be  taken  dovv'n  along 
with  it,  and  the  Irkfomenefs  of  its  Scent ; 
I  rnuid  confels  my  felf  at  Uncertainties 
about  it*,  though  as  to  my  felf,  i  am  its 
profeifed  Enemy,  and  was  accuftomed  to 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  amongft  which  Amulets^  and  CharaRers, 
demand  the  firit  Notice :  It  muld  indeed 
he  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cufcom  or 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 
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Vcirioiis  WciySj  cibout  niciiiy  Ps-itlo  Oj.  th^ 
Body,  but  what  Vcrtucs  tlioic  Things  hav^, 
is  worth  fome  Enquiry. 


IT  hath  obtained  with  many,  that  Na¬ 
ture,  or  the  Soul  of  the  World,  hath  im- . 
prelfed  upon  fbme  certain'  Bodies  a  very 
diffufive  magnetick  Vertue  ^  whereupon  fome 
Adepts  have  afcribed  to  many  of  thefe  Bodies 
a  Faculty  of  expelling  Poifqns.  Others  con¬ 
ceit,  that  both  artiiicial  and  natural  Poifons 
do,  by  a  certain  Sympathy,  when  outwardly 
applied,  draw  away  every  Thing  that  is 
< detrimental  to  the  Conftitution  *,  after  thq 
Manner  as  Amher  attrafts  Straws,  and  (as 
they  report  ot  the  Spdke-fione)  imbibe  it^ 
Venom  :  Some  others  again  contrive  Amulet^ 
of  Spices,  to  invigorate  Natpre,  and  fup- 
port  her  againft  the  Enemy. 


I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter  with  Submiffion  therefore  to 
tliefe  meat  Men,  I  cannot  eafily  come  into 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  PraTice  ^  for  moh  of  the  Effprts  aicri, 
bed  to  them,  is  rather  from  the  Power  of 


Imaginatipn,  or  owing  to  fpme  manitcft  Pro-  . 

■perty.  Furthermore,  it  hath  religiouily  ob¬ 
tained  aniongit  ni.any  People,  that  Difeafep 
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are  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  Charafters 
upon  the  Body  •  but  it  is  flrongly  to  be  lii- 
fpe^led,  that  this  Practice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Jugglers^  and  Perfons  addifted 
to  infernal  Arts  *,  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  me, 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Jidyfteries  of  our  ^rt 
were  anciently  defcribed  by  Hierogljfhicks^^ 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig¬ 
nifications,  miftook  them  for  Charms  againft 
a  Plague y  and  other  grievous  Difeafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delulion  down  to  Pq- 
iierity. 


THERE  are  innumerable  Preparations 
pf  thefe  Charms  or  Amulets,  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyficians  •,  but 
I  ihall  take  it  to  have  fufficiently  difcharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here,  to  mention  thofe  only 
which  were  ufed  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple*,  the  principal  of  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  Mercury  ^  for  it  is  certain  thgt 
many  did  promife  to  themfelves  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Dignity  of  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  feemed  to  be  the  Parent  of 
■all-  others ;  others  again  expeded  great 
Matters  from  its  Volatility,  notwithflanding 
it  was  thus  inclofed,  thinking  that  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Body  Vv^ould  draw  fuch 
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VertueSj  as  would  feciire  them  from  the 
Iiife£l;ion.  But  much  the  greater  Kumber 
were  fopplied  with  arfenical  Amulets^  from 
Empiricks  and  Mountebanks  thefe  were 
eonrpouiided  of  Arfenlcl  alone,  with  Wax; 
or  had  many  other  Things  added  there¬ 
unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 

the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
following : 

^  DiEhamnl  crct*  pzilvo  9  vij.  pulvo  d  is* 

Benz,om»  3  ij*  ATfentci  vcri  3  iij*  ol.  clnnAm.  gutt» 
vij.  €€m  opt,  3  V'.  cum  mucilag,  gum,  tragacdnth, 
aceto  rofac,  far  at.  F.  fafia^  unde  placenta  mult  if  or-, 
mes  dcpfitica  parentuTj  ad  pondus  3  ij.  vel  lij.  cor¬ 
dis  regioni  admovend.dj  llnteo  ferico  prius  involute. 
For  it  commonly  prevailed  amongfl:  the 
Populace,  that  Arfenkk^  by  feme  magnetic k 
Vertue,  draws  away  all  Poifoii,  efpe daily 
that  of  a  Peftiience.  The  wearing  alfo  of 
a  dried  Toad  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 
fome. 

BUT  to  give  my  Thoughts  coriGerning 
the  good  or  bad  EffeTs  of  thefe  appended 
Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who 
had  their  ExpeTations  anfwered  thereby  ; 
but  many  confiding  too  much  in  them, 
’legleTed  other  more  neceffary  Means  .of 

Pre«^ 
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Prefervation,  and  brought  themfelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them  ^  a  remarkable  lafrance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  .Lawyer,  who  upon 
wearing  an.Arlenlcal  Amnlet  upon  his  Breaft^ 
had  a  peftilential  Carbuncle  rile  under  it, 
the  third  Day  alter  which  he  died.  In 
fonie  others  large  Vefications  appeared, 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Caufiick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  fel^ 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  Part:  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
‘  fuch  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  fuch  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex“ 
periments  ? 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fucli  Baubles,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
Reafon,  and-  the  Rules  of  Medicine,  Ijjues 
are  not  to  be  forgot  ^  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  flow  out  along 
v/ith  the  pedilential  Poifon,  as  through  an 
open  and  ready  PaiTage  ^  and  the  more  of 
thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al¬ 
though  their  Largenefs  may  anfwer  as  well 
as  more  in  Number  ^  that  is,  if  they  are  big 
enough  to  hold  4,  d  or  8  Peas  together. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  Iifues,  let 
one  be  made  in  the  left  Arm,  and  the  other 
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in  the  oppofite  Leg.  And  as  for  the  Ufe- 
fulnefs  of  thefe,  I  can  fpeak  it  of  my  .own 
Experience,  that  whenfoever  I  was  moh  befet 
with  pehilentiai  Fumes,  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
Bufmefs,  I  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  Ihooting  Pain  in  my  lifue,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 
from  it^  and  this  I  always  looked  upon  as 
a  hire  Warning  to  have  timely  recourfe  to 
Alexifharmich. 

GREAT  Service  was  like  wife  found  in 
the  Prefervation  asainfe  the  Peftilence,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Blifiersj  and  keeping  them  open  a 
good  while. 

K  x4  V  I  N  G  thus  come  to  "a  Conclufion^ 
I  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 
I  ufed  to  preferve  my  ielf  from  the  Infe8:ion, 
during  the  continual  Courfe  of  my  Buiinefs 
among  the  Sick, 

A  S  foon  as  1  rofe  in  the  Morning  early 5 
I  took  -  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the 
Antl-fefiilemidl  El€U:uary  then  after  the  Dif- 
patch  of  private  Concerns  in  my  Family, 
I  ventured  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds 
of  Citizens  uled  to  be  in  waiting  for  me  ^ 

and 


/ 


from  a  ^eflilence.  1 1 1 

and  there  I  commonly  fpent  two  or  thre^ 
Hours,  as  in  an  Holpital,  examining  the  le- 
veral  Conditions  and  Circumhances  of  ail 
who  came  thither;  fbme  of  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
under  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure;  all 
'Which  I  endeavoured  to  difpatch,  with  all 
poihbie  Care  to  their  various  Exigencies. 

I 

AS  foon  as  this  Crowd  could  be  di& 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 
fafiing,  and  therefore  got  my  Breakfaft: 
After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  vifited  the 
Sick  at  their  Houles  ^  whereupon,  entring 
their  Houfes,  I  immediately  had  burnt  fome 
proper  Thing  upon  Coals,  and  alfo  kept  in 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  I 
was  examining  them.  But  they  are  in  a 
Mifiake  who  report  that  Phyficiaiis,  ufedj 
on  luch  Occalions,  very  hot  Thinp's  *  as 
^yrrhy  Zedoaryy  Z?2geltcay  Gwgery  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  railed  Inflammations 

upon  tneir  Tonfils,  and  greatly  endangered, 
their  Lungs. 

1  fuitlier  took  Care  not  to  go  into  the 
Rooms  of  the  Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
fhort-breathcd  with  Walking ;  and  kept  my 
iMiiid  as  compofed  as  pGiIi.ble,  being  fuitici” 
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ently  warmed  by  fuch,  who  had  grievoufiy 
fulTered  by  Uneaiinefs  in  that  Refped.  After 
fome  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Manner,  I  re¬ 
turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 
drank  a  Glafs  of  Sack  ^  to  warm  the  Stomachy 
refreili  the  Spirits,  and  diffipate  any  begin¬ 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  InteOiion.  I  choie 
Meats  for  my  Table  that  yielded  an  eafie 
and  generous  Nouriihment,  roafted  before 
boiled,  and  Pickles  not  only  fuitable  to  the 
Meats,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper^ 
(and  indeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 
City  greatly  abounded  with  Variety  of  all 
good  Things  of  that  Nature)  I  feldom  like- 
wife  rofe  from  Dinner  without  drinking  more 
Wine.  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per- 
foils  came  for  Advice  ^  and  as  foon  as  I 
could  difpatch  them,  I  again  viiited  till 
Eight  or  Nine  at  Night,  and  then  concluded 
the  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer- 
fuliiefs  of  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep,  and  an  eafie  Breathing 
through  the  Pores  all  Night,  But  if  in  the 
Day-time  I  found  the  leaid  Apprbaches  of 
the  I,nfe£lion  upon  me,  as  by  Giddinefs 
Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  Faintnefs,  I  iiri- 
mediately  had  Pvecourfe  to  a  Glafs  of  this 
Wine,  which  eafily  drove  tliele  beginning 
Diforders  away  by  Tranfpira  ion,- 
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YET  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Iiife- 
Orion.  I  found  my  feif  Ill  but  twice  ^  but  was 
foon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefk 
Means,  and  the  Help  of  fuch  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

BUT  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro-* 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Citizens  mucli 
accuftomed  themfelves  to  certain  Compofi- 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  InfeOrion,  by  con-- 
tinual  Smelling  to  them  •  the  chief  amoiigft 
which  was  the  following;. 

5^  Fulv,  rad>  angelim^  [ummit,  rorifm.  &  la^ 
venduU  cum  floribus  ana  5  ij.  carycfhylL  5  iiip 
lahdani  furijf.  Styracls  ana  3  iij.  omnibus  frap,  in 
commixtiona  add'2  oU  nucis  mofch.  for  exfrejf,  3], 
fs.  oL  ligni  rhod,»  9  ij.  camphor  a  3  fs.  mojchi  gr« 
viij.  cum-  cera  opt.  p.  /.  K  ma£a.  Some  iike^ 
wife  would'fmell  to  Galhanum,  Oil  of  Worm^ 
woody  or  RuOy  as  alfb  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
from  Fitch y  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be 
kept  in  a  clofe  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fb  much  approve  of  thefe  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed  ^  becaufe  they  fb  much  dilated 
the  Pores  of  the  olfaaory  Organs,  as  to  give 
more  Liberty  for  the  pefliilendal  Aiiafmata  to 
pafs  in  along  with  them. 
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THE  Purification  of  Houfes  was  cou^ 
Crived  to  be  done  feveral  Ways',  but  what 
I  itioft  approved  of,  was  in  placing  a  Cha- 
fing-difli  in  the  Middle  of  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries,  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round.  Quick¬ 
lime  was  likewife  thrown  into  the  folldw- 
ing  Decodion. 

P  FoL  Scordlly  Angelica,  ana  M.  iij.  Jhnniit^ 
lauri,^  ruta^  lavendula  ana  M  j.  is.  fior,  rofan 
pallid,  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat.  5  V.  Ca-^ 
ryofhylL  Contuf.  5  iij-  F.  decollio  in  duahus  p.  aq> 
font,  tertid  aceti  rofac.  vel  Samhne.  conjimi liter 
ac  lagena^  a  mucorCy  (A  fitu  calcis  extinEhione  mun-^ 
dantuTy  ita  ut  liquorum  inditum  amplius  vitienty  efr 
corrumpant:  For  as  foon  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
feemed  very  likely  to  deftroy  the  Efficacy 
of  the  peflilential  Miafmata.  For  the  lame 
Purpofe  likewiie  were  the  following  very 
judkiouily  contrived. 

Salis  petra  lib.  'fj.  Sulphur  is  ^  iij.  hentohU 
Styracis  fimul  liquati.  ana  q.  f.  ut  formentur  f.  di 
Frochlfc.  deb.  exiecandi. 


F  I  N  i  s. 


1 


